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EDITORIAL 


THE MONASTIC IDEAL 


fundamental ideas emerge from study the Holy Father’s recent 
counsels and admonitions religious, love the Church and love 
the interior life. These ideas are intimately related and associated 
with the spirit which animated the founder the various religious 
institutes. Through return these ideals, functioning today under 
conditions and circumstances, religious can bring about the 
and “adaptation,” strongly urged the Holy See, and effectively 
share the work the Church. 

The theme, basic concepts and ideals Benedictine life, was introduced into the 
pages this Review year ago, when practically one entire issue was devoted the 
Divine Office, since embodies the basic Benedictine concept praising God. 
the current issue have endeavored present further aspects the monastic ideal, 
study some its fundamental characteristics and apply them the needs 
our day. 

review-article Father Louis Bouyer’s recent work, The Meaning the 
Monastic Life, brings into focus the monastic ideal and establishes the way and 
the goal the Benedictine vocation. The traditional spirit and distinguishing features 
Benedictine life relation modern modes thought are traced the article 
“The Essential Character the Benedictine Ideals inspired the Holy Rule 
and applied some specific needs our times are presented three articles, 
Benedictine Teacher,” “The Promotion Learning our Colleges,” and 
Fusion the Benedictine and the Scholarly Vocation.” 

The spirit and ideals religious family are discernible not only its Rule but 
its history and traditions. The Holy Father, therefore, recommends that religious 
study the growth, the development, and the changes their institutes which time and 
environment have necessitated. This will better enable them distinguish between 
what essential merely accidental the spirit their vocation. knowledge 
fundamental principles and ideals will enable its members achieve that internal and 
spiritual renovation, upon which the Holy Father insists, and render adaptation more 
intelligent and fruitful. 

Father Bouyer’s work Liturgical Piety also challenges Benedictines study 
their monastic ideals the light historical developments. Speaking the liturgy 
was interpreted and practiced the monasteries established Dom Guéranger, 
says: are here confronting the great problem which the whole Benedictine Order 
trying solve today, caught the Order between the tenets the immediate 
past and the pressure present circumstances.” Leaving liturgical scholars 
discuss the relative contributions the Schools Solesmes, Maria-Laach and Beuron, 
and the influence the Belgian liturgical movement upon Benedictine life, safe 
say that the monastic ideal implies the seeking God community life through 
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the practice the Christian virtues and the Gospel counsels. establishing School 
God’s Service, St. Benedict had mind, according Abbot Cuthbert Butler, “three 
services: Self-discipline, Prayer, Work.” 

Practically every reform within the Benedictine Order was initiated over the inter- 
pretation the service prayer work. After investigating the historic concept 
monasticism and Benedictinism particular, Dom Butler concludes that St. Bene- 
dict’s idea was form religious family devoted the service God, service 
consisting the community act the celebration the divine office, and the disci- 
pline life ordered daily manual work and religious reading, according the Rule 
and under obedience the abbot.” 

Concerning the service work our times, Abbot Butler explains that the work 
education, which the needs the Church today demand, measures St. Bene- 
dict’s concept work and complies with his injunction that monks ought live 
the work their hands. continues Abbot Butler, the test 
true work, both serious monotonous grind involving very real physical fatigue, 
and useful contribution the work the world.” All work done obedience, 
whether teaching, the discharge household duties, toil workshop 
garden “indirect divine office,” glorifying God and enabling the brethren serve 
one another charity. 

While St. Benedict did not minimize the importance private prayer, reading, 
and meditation, regards the Divine Office, the Work God, daily hourly service 
and formal homage rendered the Divine Majesty. With zeal for the glory God 
and the salvation souls, St. Benedict desires his followers join the liturgy the 
Church Militant and the Church Triumphant. The fact that daily Mass was not the 
practice the time St. Benedict explains why placed greater emphasis upon the 
Divine Office than upon realized, however, that the Mass which 
gives meaning and significance the monastic vocation. This why the traditional 
profession ceremony Benedictine houses takes place during the Holy Sacrifice. 
Religious profession and “consecration” the very essence the monastic life. 

St. Benedict, who lived close the age the Fathers, had clear and wide vision 
the liturgy. saw means identification with Christ, the sense which 
St. Paul speaks, when said: “It longer who live, but Christ lives 
also saw the promise glory with Him heaven. When the idea liturgy 
the “Mystery Christ,” the “very core Catholic worship,” Dom Casel and 
Father Bouyer point out, assimilated, the traditional prayer the Church will take 
greater depth and significance. Liturgy will once again the foundation and 
inspiration for personal prayer, private and public. will communicate love 
for the Church and for the interior life; will make more fruitful every apostolic en- 
deavor. St. Benedict urges his followers “prefer nothing the love Christ” 
order that sharing His sufferings they “may found worthy co-heirs 


his kingdom.” 
The Editor 
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The Essential Character the Benedictine Spirit 


Rr. Rev. Aquinas Grar, O.S.B.* 


Translated the Very Rev. Martin Pollard, O.S.B. 


the spiritual upheaval that has shak- 
the world two World Wars, 
Benedictine monachism has presented it- 
self new ideal spirits seeking solace. 
its untimeliness one would say 
rather its timeliness has exercised 
special kind attraction. has ap- 
peared quiet the midst storm, 
island the midst foaming waves, 
legal certainty uncertain surroundings. 
former years Beuronese art appeared 
typically “Benedictine,” now the 
men formed according the spirit St. 
Benedict were discovered have special 
spiritual structure that influenced their 
whole lives according its form and 
harmony. 

The analytical spirit our age pos- 
sesses the faculty separating clearly, 
limiting objectively, dividing without 
compromise. Even the monasteries 
themselves there has arisen what one 
might term Benedictine race-conscious- 
ness: consciousness differing from the 
forms other Orders and striving after 
the purest, most uncompromising pre- 
sentation the Benedictine type. Thus 
monasticism has become problem it- 
self, for easy recognize the Bene- 
dictine method general, difficult 
decide detail what specifically Bene- 
dictine. The present study has its origin 
this need for clarity the matter. 
strives find the ultimate basis for the 
The revival interest monasticism suggests 
that make available English readers this 
classic expression the spirit the Rule St. 
Benedict. Through the courtesy the publish- 
ers, this article has been translated and reprinted 


from Die Benediktinische Monatsschrift (Beuron 
Abbey XIII (1931), 9-23. 


peculiarity the Benedictine spirit; 
desires sharpen the eye for what 
essential the spiritual method Bene- 
dictine monachism. 

First, all, the question should 
examined critically. there really such 
thing spiritual structure which can 
called “Benedictine” distinguish 
from other forms? This question not 
all superfluous, for St. Benedict him- 
self would perhaps have been the first 
reply the negative. built his work 
upon the ancient monastic traditions; his 
spirit that Holy Scripture, the 
Fathers the Church the post-Con- 
stantine period. one would have 
thought, his time, speaking about 
Benedictine piety, Benedictine art, Bene- 
dictine forms. One could speak only 
Benedictine ordering monastic life. 
True, this ordering was dictated 
much practical wisdom that has been 
able, without becoming either rigid 
form purely mechanical, bring into 
the twentieth century many elements 
ancient Christendom, while the rest 
the Christian world has fallen victim 
much greater degree the influences 
that have developed the course time. 
has come about that much now 
termed which was original- 
not exclusively monastic, but simply 
the general practice the Church. 

Thus the word “Benedictine” should 
not stressed too much. There are 
characteristics the Benedictine struc- 
ture which not need the property 
Benedictines exclusively. essential 
structure here meant the unity those 
essential elements which lie the basis 
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the external manifestations Benedic- 
tine life. But despite the fact that others 
could have these characteristics, they 
must considered essential charac- 
teristics, since without them the Bene- 
dictine type, distinguished today 
from other forms, cannot understood. 
certainly cannot doubted that fun- 
damental difference exists between the 
Benedictine, the Franciscan, and the Ig- 
natian spirit. consequence, the 
question arises what the difference 
and what its ultimate basis. 

dictine spirit, mean first all that 
individual spiritual form which belongs 
the typical Benedictine person and dis- 
tinguishes him from others. present 
the question this way typically 
modern, because the individual placed 
ahead the community. were per- 
haps more consonant with St. Benedict’s 
manner thinking lay the chief 
emphasis upon the community. The 
question answered would then be: 
How train the individual person 
such wise that the monastery its totali- 
will reach the end for which strives? 
considering this matter regard must 
had for historical development. For 
the Benedictine the community exists for 
the sake the personality and the ques- 
tion may asked: How does the struc- 
ture the community influence the per- 
sonality? 

Since the spiritual type formed 
community which itself not merely the 
sum total each, single individual, but 
possesses total, supra-individual form, 
twofold task exists. First, the Bene- 
dictine community such must 
examined see how far influences the 
personality its members means 
the structure proper it; then the Bene- 
dictine personality itself must examin- 
ed. 

one considers the nature the Bene- 
dictine spirit from the community side, 
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comparing it, for instance, with the 
modern orders and congregations, will 
noted that there peculiarity that 
fundamental and the root all 
further structural differences. All new 
orders and congregations have structure 
based purpose; Benedictine monachism 
has structure determined end. 

This distinction will soon become clear. 
The first, last, and highest end every 
order God. But the other orders (the 
purely contemplative ones are excluded 
from consideration here) introduce 
intermediate end also: the apostolate, the 
care souls, nursing, education. Re- 
garding them the question asked: Why 
was the order founded, for what purpose, 
what its scope? (In common parlance 
people ask the religious: What you 
do?) Centralization has been adopted: 
the better apportion the individual 
members their tasks. The Divine 
Office has been given also, part 
least, avoid hindrances the insti- 
tute’s activities. The religious vows take 
the character legal obligations; 
the hands the superior they are, pover- 
and obedience least, means for the 
order’s purpose. The entire spiritual life 
rigidly formed suit the fixed work 
the institute. 

Wholly different from this the spirit- 
ual form Benedictine monachism. 
Benedictine abbey has the reason for its 
existence itself. does not need any 
external activity the reason for its be- 
ing. can indeed carry out some ex- 
ternal purpose work, such education, 
care souls, instruction, missions 
this lies its structural difference from the 
purely contemplative orders but this 
activity never constituent element 
its spiritual structure. always re- 
mains something external, unessential, 
work that can also changed given 
altogether. The Benedictine abbey 
remains primarily school the divine 
service, which definition divine service 
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not understood meaning the 
Divine Office liturgy exclusively, but 
including the entire cloistral life with 
all its obligations. Ancient monasteries 
carried all the works that newer or- 
ders have taken upon themselves fol- 
lowing the ideal Christian perfection: 
teaching, care souls, nursing the sick, 
missions among the heathen perhaps 
less methodical and systematic man- 
ner but without any fear being un- 
true their own monastic life thereby. 
word St. Augustine monks his 
day might well serve norm: “When 
Mother Church desires your work, then 
neither take with greedy pride nor re- 
ject because idleness attracts you, but 
obey God willingly. not place your 
own contemplation above the necessities 
Mother Church!” (Epist. 48) 

Since exterior purpose the deter- 
minant factor the organization Bene- 
dictine monachism, can modelled 
only upon the immediate relation man 
the perfect presentation the Christian 
ideal portrayed the Gospels. 
considers the evangelical counsels, not 
means for carrying out apostolic work, 
but higher form Christian life 
which makes possible serve God 
free, unhindered manner. Hence the life 
calls for the separation from the world and 
the banding together state closest 
union, union modelled upon the super- 
natural unity the Church. cer- 
tain sense monastery the most perfect 
realization the Church miniature. 

St. Benedict chose the natural model 
his organization the Roman family. 
The abbot the paterfamilias with un- 
restricted authority; the monks are sons 
the family with the right free dis- 
cussion, but they have also the duty un- 
conditional obedience. This family not 
militia Christ the King. The end for 
which the struggle undertaken God, 


dwell God’s tabernacle. The battle- 
ground the monastery; the weapons are 
those obedience. Whatever purposeful 
striving may make its way into this 
monastery falls under the law obedi- 
ence, but always such wise that the 
Divine Office the pensum servitutis 
placed before all others. Nowhere does 
the end-structure monasticism show it- 
self more clearly than this resolute 
holding fast the primacy the “Divine 
Service” when despite the latter’s “pur- 
poselessness” and despite all external in- 
conveniences, every other work ceases 
for the sake the Divine Office. 
adapted holy sanctified flow time; 
does not make time subservient it- 
self for the sake external works, 
matter how good these may be. 


Theological Basis Monasticism 


Because all this, monasticism rests 
upon deeper theological basis than any 
the new orders. Nothing shows this 
more characteristically than the ceremony 
monastic profession. the newer 
orders profession consists almost 
purely juridical act: the reading aloud 
the profession formula the presence 
superiors. With St. Benedict too strict- 
juridical act appears for the first time; 
the drawing up, reading aloud, the sign- 
sort juridical preliminary, just 
baptism the renunciation, the baptismal 
vows, precede the real sacramental act. 
The intrinsic nature profession 
ancient monasticism lies the consecra- 
tion the monk, which the monk 
anointed bearer the Spirit, lifted 
grace into higher state life. 
not man who makes himself monk, 
but God; man makes the offering his 
will, but God takes him and fills him 
with the grace the Spirit. 

Herein, then, the root all that 
peculiarly Benedictine and which exer- 
cises penetrating influence upon the 


Page Seven 


le 
>. 
) 
oak 
| 
> 
> 


formation the Benedictine personality. 
The entire man taken out the restless 
activity his worldly life and work, 
directed wholly towards God, certain 
sense placed eye eye with God, that 
even his work can now nothing more 
than divine service. But before discuss- 
ing this point greater detail, two struc- 
tural peculiarities the Benedictine com- 
munity which flow from this “end-struc- 
ture” should mentioned: discretion and 
elasticity. 

there anything that specifically 
Benedictine, then discretion, that 
wise moderation which caused the adop- 
tion St. Benedict’s Rule few cen- 
turies all the monasteries the West. 
Benedict himself had been hermit his 
youth and had subjected himself all 
the austerities which, far zeal went, 
belonged the essence monasticism 
the West also, but which had been 
imitated actuality with little spiritual 
benefit. The danger pride and “will- 
worship” lay all too near. worth not- 
ing that Pelagianism had its origin 
monasticism and found wide acceptance 
therein. Accomplishment 
higher than grace. 

Here St. Benedict intervened. did 
not wish prescribe anything hard 
difficult. His intention was spiritual- 
ize asceticism. the center placed 
humility and obedience. this wise 
secured the same time means mak- 
ing monasticism state perfection 
possible for those whose health pow- 
was not equal the demands 
asceticism practiced until then. What 
prescribed the matter fasting and 
penance was, more less, the same the 
general Church regulations that time 
demanded. The daily order contained 
salutary variety choir prayers, read- 
ing, and manual labor. 

every page the Rule discretion 
shines forth, from even the most minute 
regulations. one have reason 
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feel depressed. St. Benedict places be- 
fore the abbot the figure the Good 
Shepherd; reminds him that has 
taken upon himself the care weak souls; 
warns him not over-zealous; 
admonishes him take all possible care 
the children, the sick, the old men. 
one compares this with the monastic 
rules prevalent that time, one can note 
immediately St. Benedict’s ripe humane- 
ness and fine sense balance, which al- 
ways keeps mind the essential as- 
ceticism, the perfection charity. This 
discretion has become beautiful charac- 
terization St. Benedict’s sons. The 
continual life atmosphere peace 
communicates itself involuntarily one’s 
disposition and banishes all that harsh 
hard, extreme polemical. 

Just this moderation worked upon 
the interior well-being the monastic 
community, also its organic elasticity 
the reason why after 1400 years the 
spirit St. Benedict has still remained 
living, without becoming antiquated. 
the course time Benedictine monachism 
has undergone great transformations. 
Once lay order, has become clerical 
priestly one. The Church has often 
assigned the monks duties that could 
not harmonized with the literal ob- 
servance the Order’s Rule. But basic 
ideas its Patriarch remain the same, 
just the Church has been transformed 
greatly since the days the apostles 
without undergoing any essential change 
thereby. Elasticity the freedom exer- 
cised organic structure adapting 
itself concrete circumstances. St. Be- 
nedict himself manifested spirit 
broad and wide-embracing this when 
left minor things such clothing, 
food, the order the psalms, the 
abbot’s good pleasure and wished only 
that the general, basic principles held 
fast. 

The spiritual breadth view, joined 
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the complete independence one 
monastery from another, made possible 
for the single abbeys wide measure 
individuality. The influences environ- 
ment, climate, and population, worked 
together give each abbey peculiarly 
Compare today such monas- 
teries Maria-Laach, and 
St. each them the true 
Benedictine spirit will found, but 
entirely different concrete form. Be- 
cause this characteristic, abbeys strike 
deep root their surroundings and native 
population and become centers or- 
ganically developed culture, something 
that the greatest importance especi- 
ally missionary countries. This cap- 
ability adaptation benefits the indivi- 
dual monk likewise, since leaves him 
much possible connection with the 
native land the roots his power— 
and with the age into which has been 
born. 


Wise Moderation and Elasticity 


clear, immediate, religious tending 
towards God, with wise moderation 
means, and elastic capability adapta- 
tion time and place are the structural 
elements Benedictine monachism that 
form the Benedictine personality from 
the side the community. Let now 
follow the operation the general struc- 
ture the individual spiritual type the 
Benedictine. For St. Benedict the idea 
servitium divinum fundamental. The 
basic disposition the soul relative 
this service St. Benedict terms 
This humility does not mean the 
regulated striving for distinction, 
does for the Scholastics, but the soul’s 
readiness for the service God. The 
seventh chapter the Holy Rule, which 
develops the fulness this concept into 
twelve degrees, the very heart Bene- 
dictine asceticism. God appears before 
man the Lord, the Kyrios; the ever-pre- 
sent consciousness His presence fills 
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the soul with sacred awe. 
ing its absolute nothingness before the 
divine majesty opens itself without re- 
serve the deifying light and surrenders 
itself forever the divine service. 

From this fundamental disposition 
soul, upon which St. Benedict lays stress 
and which desires deliberately 
cultivated, general structural element 
the Benedictine spirit can easily de- 
rived, which turn includes within itself 
jectivity the sense deep attachment 
the objective, opposition every 
kind subjectivism. 

non-Catholic Dutch biologist wrote 
treatise recently upon “Training 
Humility” and emphasized the basic im- 
portance humble disposition soul 
for objective, scientific knowledge. Actu- 
ally take humility St. Benedict’s 
sense fundamental disposition soul, 
does include within itself high measure 
attachment the objective, full sur- 
render the subject. Towards God 
complete renunciation one’s inner 
self, the choice one’s own will. That 
why St. Benedict can call obedience 
without delay the first degree humility, 
because this act obedience lies 
complete going out oneself, unfalsi- 
fied opening God, constant self- 
surrender. 

This continual obedience and direct- 
ing oneself according the will God 
made known the commands the 
superiors makes the soul open general 
for the object. the theory knowl- 
edge this means holding firmly and calm- 
the existent; psychologically cap- 
ability easy adaptation, getting along 
easily with others; ethically, love 
neighbor that forgets self, constant fideli- 
ty, full confidence one’s confreres, 
simple and realistic truthfulness; religi- 
ously, genuine surrender God, yes, 
even putting one’s own salvation behind 
the immediate interests God and His 
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glorification. The objective norm the 
daily ordered life, the duties assigned 
another, the essentially objective prayer 
the liturgy which serves God wholly 
and the general communion with the 
Church these dominate the life. 
Passionateness, domination the in- 
terior desire, and strong pathos character- 
ize persons subjective sensibility, whilst 
surrender the objective brings with 
peace that never lost, interior quiet 
and serenity, joy life that discovers 
beauty and value the smallest and most 
unnoticed creature. Thus St. Benedict 
can demand, one phase this surren- 
der the objective, that the monk 
contented with the meanest and worst; 
indeed, that accept with equanimity 
the wrongs done him and insults offered 
him (4th and 6th degrees humility). 
direct our attention now his- 
tory, will not all difficult find 
typical manifestations this objectivity. 
That which has been termed Benedictine 
assiduity (industry) bottom nothing 
else than this attachment the objective. 
The laborious work the copy-rooms 
where letter after letter was painted with 
indefatigable care, the gigantic work 
the Maurists the field editing texts 
without the means that stand our dis- 
posal today such catalogues, pho- 
tographs, diplomatic collections the 
wood carving the choir stalls many 
monasteries carried out matchless de- 
tail all are witnesses thereunto. 
typical example objective treatment 
field with the least possible mixture 
subjectivism one may take Kuhn’s 
History Art, work that achieves its 
distinction over others precisely that 
art measured here strictly objective 
This objectivity may perhaps ex- 
plain the compilatory character the 
works learned Benedictines from the 
eighth the eleventh century. One did 
not dare beyond the Church 
Fathers; one did not trust himself know 
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better than they. While sinking oneself 
into their high ideas, one knew nothing 
higher than hand down posterity 
the same ideas useable form. 
Significant how little Benedictine 
monachism took part the full bloom 
Scholasticism. Was there not fear, 
born out the basic humility the soul, 
doing violence things one attempt- 
conceive them systematically and 
thus wished possess them conceptually, 
instead simply contemplating them 
and accepting them? Thomas him- 
self was Benedictine pupil and retained 
all during his life much the Benedictine 
stamp.* His emphasis being, his doc- 
trine grace and predestination, 
the primacy intellectual contemplation 
over the personally related desire, spring 
from the basic character objectivity. 
The Benedictines have never had any 
theological teaching obligatory for the 
Order. All the more valuable then 
mark their spiritual structure the 
fact that far the greater number 
Benedictine theologians have followed 
Thomism controversial questions be- 
cause spiritual relationship thereto. 
From this fundamental characteristic 
objectivity there result almost natur- 
ally two others. The one more the 
side content community spirit; the 
other more the formal side sense 
form. fact that objectivity and 
the community spirit are closely related. 
who gives himself up, has room for 
others, can enter into, grow together 
with them. This follows matter 
course because nature itself social. 
True, the direct finality the Bene- 
dictine spirit, community that 
comes from God and directed God; 
always supernatural community. 
Among the hermits was heap thrown 
together mere chance; with Pachomius 
was comradeship; with Basil circle 


Cf. Grabmann, The Interior Life St. 
Thomas Aquinas, Munich: 1924, 76ff. 
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friends; but with St. Benedict fam- 
ily complete copy the Church, not 
only its constitution but above all its 
being and its operation supernatural 
community. Just diocese the 
faithful are gathered together under their 
bishop Christ’s representative and 
form unity faith, life, prayer, and 
sacrifice, also the monastery group 
the faithful who wish live according 
the Gospel its perfection, gather 
around the abbot Christ’s representa- 
tive and seek actualize and deepen 
that unity faith, life, prayer, and sacri- 
fice. The unity faith realized through 
the reading and study Holy Writ and 
the works the Fathers, the accept- 
ance teaching from the mouth the 
abbot community conferences; the 
unity life formed the vita com- 
munis, personal poverty, sharing 
with and caring for one another, mutu- 
encouragement counsel and deed, 
word and example; the unity prayer 
the common choir prayer; the unity 
sacrifice the common celebration 
the Sacred Mystery. That which im- 
possible dioceses and parishes, because 
the spatial extension and account 
the hindrances life the world, 
realized the monastery life unity 
through Christ with God. 

Only who begins comprehend the 
meaning the Church’s communion 
(union members), concept that was 
fully alive St. Benedict’s time but 
which has almost disappeared during 
long, subjective period, only can un- 
derstand the greatness and beauty and 
the inner richness the coenobium 
supernatural family. lies the 
foundation what people are wont 
term “Benedictine Piety.” nothing 
else than the influence the idea the 
Church’s unity upon the life the in- 
dividual soul. 

set entirely apart, but through Christ, 


the whole Christ who includes Himself 
the Head, the entire Church His 
Body; are truly conscious the fact 
that only members Christ’s body 
have any worth and value before 
are convinced that our sanctifi- 
cation proceeds not much from our 
subjective exertions but above all from 
the Church’s objective channels grace; 
recognize most all the central posi- 
tion the Holy Sacrifice the Mass 
the sacramental rendering present 
Christ’s redemptive act, and the meaning 
Christ’s redemptive mysteries, then 
Benedictine liturgical piety will 
means appear any longer aestheticism 
nor eschatological flight from the 
times, but solid Christian life; not 
deprivation personal freedom, but, 
the contrary, the most valuable enrich- 
ment personality. 

But does not the constant emphasis 
upon object and upon community gener- 
ally bring along with depriva- 
tion personality and originality? 
Does not the pride the Renaissance lie 
precisely that discovered personali- 
ty, and shattering the objective form, 
assured this same personality and the pos- 
sibility development? But here the 
truth Christ’s words are verified: 
who seeks himself, will lose himself; he, 
however, who loses himself, will find him- 
self. scarcely any community struc- 
ture much consideration given 
personality among the Benedictines. 

The protection the individual 
nothing else than objectivity viewed from 
the side the abbot and confreres. Ob- 
jectivity contains within itself respect 
for the peculiar nature others. 
assist everyone the development (first 
the supernatural, but also the natural 
the basis the former) which owing 
him reason his natural talent, 
the monastery’s ideal. St. Benedict 
directs the abbot take into considera- 

(Continued page fifty-one) 
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Review Article: The Meaning the Monastic 


Bouyer has written very 
useful and timely book subject 
that has been much neglected modern 
times. Books the nature and the ob- 
jectives the monastic life are unfor- 
tunately rare, while treatises the at- 
taining monastic perfection have come 
steady stream from the days the 
desert Fathers, Cassian, St. Augustine, 
St. Gregory the Great down modern 
times through St. Bernard Clairvaux, 
St. Francis Sales, Baker, Ullathorne, 
Headley, Vonier, Marmion. The world 
general and the religious particular 
have, perhaps, taken for granted that 
they understand what monasticism is. 
Sometimes they have been correct, often 
they have been mistaken. For many all 
religious life monasticism. not 
all uncommon read newspaper stories 
(sometimes Catholic newspapers and 
magazines) which there are references 
Franciscan Dominican “monks.” 
would longer register the slightest 
surprise someone wrote about Jesuit 
Paulist “monks.” There may some 
semblance excuse the case those 
for whom Church history begins with 
the Protestant revolt not know 
whom the term “monk” properly ap- 
plied, but surely Catholic writers and 
editors ought know. Father Bouyer 
tells us. 

The book divided into two sections 
very simply headed: one: Theory; 
Part two: Practice.” the first part 
Bouyer treats the origin monasticism, 


Bouyer, ratory. New York: Kenedy 
Sons, 1955. Pp. 209. $4.00. 
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not from historical but from psycholo- 
gical point view. The preface begins 
what for some may startling note: 
“The purpose this book primarily 
point out monks that their vocation 
the Church not, and never has been, 
special vocation. The vocation the 
monk is, but more than, the voca- 
tion the baptized man. But the 
vocation the baptized man carried, 
would say, the farthest limits its ir- 
resistible demands” (p. ix). 

There are extensive quotations from St. 
Augustine and from the Heav- 
the theme that the perfect 
Christian’s vocation seek God. 
breaking all ties with the world, all bonds, 
that may prevent from being complete” 
(p. 23). Praise God presented 
the basis monastic life. “As praise 
alone can its basis, praise alone should 
the end this union virgin souls 
the common prayer, first the 
Eucharist, and then throughout the 
psalmody the Hours, which gives 
its form and character” (p. 39). 

The search for God carried dy- 
ing self and rising live 
natural creature, defiled sin, cannot 
come God and the source life 
which God, without undergoing total 
refashioning.” Then, quoting quite ex- 
tensively from Sacred Scripture and citing 
the example many early monks 
establishes the thesis that this “refashi- 
oning” can take place only death. “If 
one man died behalf all, then all be- 
came dead,” says St. Paul, “Christ died 
for all: that being alive should 
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longer mean living with our own life, but 
with his life who died for and has risen 
again” Cor. “The physical 
reality this death will one with the 
reality the essential renouncements in- 
cluded the monastic profession: the re- 
nunciation the things this world 
poverty, renunciation the body 
chastity, renunciation the will (that is, 
its free use concrete actions) 
obedience” (p. 46). Father Bouyer em- 
phasizes very strongly that this not 
“purely spiritual” death but real 
“physical death.” will many 
who may find difficult follow him 
this point for, while St. Paul was writing 
about something very real and very actual 
was still reality that was symbolical 
rather than physical, reality that was 
actualized the mystical and spiritual 
realm rather than the physical realm. 

There are splendid chapters the re- 
lationship the monk’s life the Holy 
Spirit, the Incarnate Word and the 
Eternal Father. There probably 
other work our time that goes into the 
theology monasticism more thorough- 
with better reference its sources 
Sacred Scripture and the Fathers. 

The second part this book, Practice, 
has excellent chapters Detachment, 
Prayer, Penance and Mortification, Lec- 
tio Divina, Work, the Opus Dei, and the 
Mass. Though makes less frequent 
use references and footnotes here than 
does the first part, his sources are 
still Scriptural and patristic, indeed 
they must have meaning this 
context. Particularly good the chap- 
ter the Opus Dei, which Benedictines 
recognize term almost peculiarly their 
own. This whole work, though deals 
with the monastic life general, has its 
roots the Benedictine interpretation 
the monastic life. heartily recom- 
mend its reading, however, not Bene- 
dictines alone, but anyone who seeks 
the perfection the Christian life. 


While have nothing but praise for 
Father Bouyer’s book, might, never- 
theless, point out that the view monas- 
ticism presents may, our age, con- 
sidered bit straightened. Monasticism 
more static phenomenon than 
Christianity is. Both have unalterable 
principles which rest upon the very un- 
alterability God. Yet, just the con- 
cept Christian life has developed and 
grown with deeper understanding the 
principles Christ taught, too has monas- 
tic life developed and grown into some- 
thing richer and fuller than was its 
beginning. may say that modern 
monasticism St. Benedict’s monas- 
ticism what the tree the sprout just 
emerging from the ground. Whether the 
tree has yet grown maturity God alone 
knows. 

While the central aim monastic life 
the search for God through the purifica- 
tion and the sanctification the monk, 
the means the attaining this end 
have undergone changes and modifica- 
tions. The apostolic element has surely 
been present monastic life, gather 
from St. Gregory the Great, even from 
the time St. Benedict. However much 
may want look upon this by- 
product monastic life, even some- 
thing merely tolerated, has be- 
come unquestionably important part 
the picture our day. But only 
history repeating itself. was im- 
portant part the monastic picture when 
St. Gregory sent the first band mis- 
sionary monks England. 

Would unreasonable assume 
that while the monk and the nun must 
needs remember that their vocation 
primarily that seeking union with God 
and that their vows, their regular life 
prayer and work, constitute means that 
end, that the apostolic life can also 
means that end? Father Bouyer, 
his chapter Work, does discuss this 
problem, but common with most writ- 
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ers the monastic life, tends look 
upon apostolic work something that 
tolerate rather than look for the 
monastic life, something which can 
hindrance rather than help perfection. 
long maintain that attitude 
run the risk missing something big. 
Most monks and nuns engaged apostolic 
works are engaged because obedience 
not alone their immediate superiors but 
also the Holy See. They are doing the 
will God that apostolic work just 
spiritual duties. Essentially, union with 
God consists habitually willing what 
God wills for the love God. this 
alone that makes the vow obedience 
means perfection. 

There will those who might contend 
that make the apostolate part 
monastic life change the character 
monasticism. not think so. 
some form other the apostolate has 
been linked with monasticism for more 
than fifteen centuries, but that monas- 
ticism has suffered thereby debatable. 
long the monk maintains the ideal 
life dedicated seeking God, may 
well find God his neighbor. 

Father Bouyer’s book has any other 
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faults they are due, perhaps, over- 
emphasis upon abstract ideas which are 
not always easy follow. may 
question such statements may 
permitted wonder whether with such 
phrases the ‘good God,’ the ‘little 
Jesus’ and certain other childish idols 
Christian imagination which has be- 
come degenerate, God not, were, 
dead for Christians themselves least 
much for those rebellious souls whom 
Nietzsche has provided with the formula 
their denial.’ Are there any more 
terrible and more irremediable blasphe- 
mies than those utter our knees, 
imagining that are thus glorifying him 
whom insult?” (p. 64). His expressed 
idea that should arrive negative 
and abstract idea God wherein 
would designate him the “Wholly 
Other,” ignores the nature man, who 
angelic creature. arrive our con- 
cepts God the human nature God 
himself endowed with, and these con- 
cepts need not all totally abstract. 
They were not the time Christ 
may well see from the New Testament. 
How designate God not nearly 
important how much love God. 
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Papal Directives for Sister Formation 


Sister Ann O.S.B. 


ECENT directives the Holy See 
stress the importance intensifying 
and strengthening religious life and 
adapting modern needs and ways. 
addressing the Congress Religious 
held Rome 1950, the Holy Father re- 
asserted the excellence the religious life 
and confirmed the traditional teaching 
that the state evangelical perfection 
consists freely immolating one’s self, 
out love for Christ, through the vows 
poverty, chastity, and obedience. The 
purpose the religious life the making 
saints and its end God. These truths 
their avocations, their work education, 
schools, hospitals, and the other 
phases the apostolate that the Holy 
Father urges religious up-to-date 
any their contemporaries. 

order strengthen religious life and 
bring about adaptations where they 
are needed, Pope Pius XII offers directives 
and guiding principles. the Congress 
Superiors General for Religious Com- 
munities Women, held Rome 1952 
the invitation the Holy Father, one 
the basic topics was the formation 
Sisters. This fact alone striking 
manifestation the deep concern the 
Holy See for the spiritual and 
life the Sisters. The Congress called 
for higher institutes learning for re- 
legious women who are teach and direct 
consecrated souls. These institutes are 
offer courses Sacred Scripture, 
theology, Church history, canon law, 
pedagogy, and mental hygiene. Despite 
difficulties, inherent any important 
undertaking, pontifical university for 


Sisters, Regina Mundi, has been establish- 
Rome. 

Besides urging that adequate training 
given those responsible for the personal 
formation religious, the Congress 
Superiors General Religious communi- 
ties women recommended that orienta- 
tion courses arranged acquaint 
young Sisters with current needs and 
trends their field activity. Expres- 
sive the mind the Church this re- 
gard the fact that into Constitutions 
for religious women which now 
Rome for approval revision there in- 
serted norm prescribing training for 
Junior Professed houses where they 
may satisfy the requirements for state 
certification. Sacred Congregation 
Religious earnestly desires better and 
longer program for Sister formation. Nor 
does wish this development cease 
with the termination pre-service train- 
ing. 

reviewing the various stages 
formation, Father Larraona, secretary 
the Sacred Congregation Religious, 
stated the Congress that postulate 
“at least six obligatory for all 
religious women. the Constitutions 
provide for postulate one year pro- 
longation six months permissible. 
Rome, said will “easily grant per- 
mission” for two years novitiate instead 
one. this second year novices may 
employed the works the institute, 
provided that they are carried under 
The address given the Most Rev. Arcadio 
Larraona, C.M.F., the conclusion the Con- 
gress Superiors General Religious Com- 


munities Women, was printed the Review 
for Religious, (November, 1954), 297-305. 
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the supervision the mistress. This was 
“courageous step,” said Father Larra- 
ona, and seemed first conflict 
with the fundamental spiritual purpose 
the novitiate. The reason for the con- 
cession “is that today formation can 
regarded complete without some 
contact with the apostolate.” 

The formation the Sister, begun 
novitiate, continued throughout the 
juniorate scholasticate, extremely 
important period the life Sister. 
This “middle stage formation” gives 
the young religious opportunity in- 
tegrate her professional training with her 
religious vocation. “The ideal special 
house for those communities which can 
provide one.” The Sacred Congregation 
“is now ready allow five years 
temporary profession, with the pos- 
sibility extension one.” Rome 
also views with favor the so-called ‘third 
year probation’ which can organized 
either immediately prior perpetual 
vows some later period after time 
spent the apostolate. 

offering directives for the spiritual, 
intellectual, and professional training 
religious women, the Church way 
implies dissatisfaction with the work 
done them the past But the 
exigencies the time and the troubled 
years ahead call for special formation, 
preparation and concerted effort. The 
role which Sisters play the educational 
apostolate the Church the United 
States generally acknowledged. Recent 
statistics show that there are nearly four 
million students Catholic schools all 
levels this country. These four mil- 
lion students are being taught 123,000 
teachers, 90,000 whom are religious 
Sisters. great burden and responsibili- 
ty, therefore, rests upon the teaching com- 
munities Sisters the United States. 

Throughout the centuries the Church 
has consistently defined and demonstrat- 
the scope education which includes 
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every aspect human life physical and 
spiritual, intellectual and moral, indivi- 
dual, domestic, and social. his well- 
known encyclical the Christian Educa- 
tion Youth, Pope Pius laid down 
the fundamental 
schools are the result not much good 
methods good teachers who are 
thoroughly prepared and well grounded 
the matters they have teach; who 
possess the intellectual and moral qualifii- 
cations required their important 
office.” Our present Holy Father re- 
vitalized these words his radio address 
the Fifth Inter-American Congress 


Catholic Education Havana, Janu- 
ary 12, 1954: 


Good teachers, then, should have per- 
fect human formation intellectual and 
moral. For the teaching office 
lofty position which calls for intellec- 
tual discernment and for goodness 
heart, for capacity for intuition and 
delicacy spirit, for adaptability and 
adjustment, well human depth, 
capable bearing all for love neigh- 
bor. Good teachers need profession- 
competency, minimum above 
average and better still, outstanding 
all levels instruction and each 
unworthy mission which serves 
not merely the people and the State, 
but also God, the Church and souls. 
Commenting upon these words the 
Holy Father, the Most Reverend Joseph 
Marling, Auxiliary Bishop Kansas City, 
Missouri, says: “Brick, mortar and tiled 
walls not make school; nor does the 
finest philosophy education Better 
that school remain architect’s 
board pastor’s fancy, than that 
staffed poor teachers, ill-prepared 
teachers, teachers quite unfamiliar with 
the tasks assigned 
The text Bishop Marling’s address 
Training the Teaching Sister,” given the 
Sister-Formation Conference the College and 
University Department the National Catholic 
Educational Association St. Louis Jan. 


1955, printed the American 
Review, CXXII (March, 1955), 145-153. 
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September 1951, Pope Pius XII ad- 
dressed the First International Congress 
Teaching Sisters Rome. After ex- 
pressing his for the work 


done Sisters the field education, 
the Holy Father said: 


Many your schools are being describ- 
and praised being very 
good. But not all. our fervent 
wish that all endeavor become ex- 
cellent. This presupposes that your 
teaching Sisters are masters the 
subjects they expound. See it, 
therefore, that they are well trained, 
and that their education corresponds 
quality and academic degrees 
that demanded the State. gen- 
erous giving them all they need, 
especially where books are concerned, 
that they may continue their studies 
and thus offer young people rich and 
solid harvest knowledge. This 
keeping with the Catholic idea which 
gratefully welcomes all that natural- 
good, beautiful, and true, because 
image the Divine goodness, 
beauty and truth. Most parents en- 
trust their daughters you because 
their conscience bids them so. But 
this does not mean that the children 
should suffer receiving your 
schools education inferior value. 
the contrary, you must that 
you can assure parents that their 
children are getting the best education 
from the elementary classes on. And 
then, not forget that knowledge 
and good teaching win the respect and 
consideration the pupils for the 
teaching Sister. Thus she can exercise 
greater influence their character and 
spiritual 


Addressing the Superiors General the 
fall 1952, His Holiness expatiated upon 
this message: 


The formation your Sisters for the 
task incumbent upon them. Here let 
there parsimony; take broad 
and generous view. question 


Cited Bishop Marling. translation the 
apostolic exhortation the first International 
Congress Teaching Sisters, given Sept. 13, 
1951, the Catholic Mind, (June, 1952), 376- 
380 and the Review for Religious, (Sep- 
tember, 1955), 251-256. 


education, pedagogy, the care the 
sick, artistic other activities the 
Sister should entertain the conviction: 
superior making possible for 
formation that will put 
equal footing with colleagues 
the world.” Make possible for 
them, and give them the means 
keep their professional knowledge and 
training date. this point 
have also elaborated during the 
past year. repeat order 
underscore the importance this re- 
quirement for the interior peace and 
for the work your 


Bishop Marling calls attention the 
salient points these two emphatic state- 
ments concerning the formation teach- 
ing Sisters. paraphrase his comments: 


(1) The Holy Father that 
the Church never places premium 
upon merely average results, nor ad- 
vocates inferior goals the natural 
realm just because her true mission 
lies the supernatural sphere.” The 
minimum objective set the Holy 
Father that the Sisters meet the 
most requirements the 
State before they enter the classroom. 


(2) His Holiness makes distinction 
between knowledge and good teaching 
and strongly urges that both prevail 
our schools. Pedagogical disciplines 
and those associated with the study 
the liberal arts are, therefore, part 
the papal command. 


(3) The Holy Father insists upon 
growth which experience, study, and 
reflection produce.” “urges su- 
periors assist this process 
maturity providing tools, removing 
obstacles and creating atmosphere 
which fosters intellectual and spiritual 
advancement.” 


(4) The Pontiff envisions the advan- 
tages flowing from well prepared re- 
ligious teachers, who will train their 
pupils perfect Christians. “By 
perfect Christian,” said Pope Pius 
XII, mean the Christian today, 
child his own era, knowing and 
cultivating all the advances made 


Cited Bishop Marling. translation the 
address was printed the Review for Religious, 
305-308. 
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science and technical skill cicizen 
and not something apart from the life 
led his own country.” 


(5) Pope Pius XII asserts that 
matter justice give children en- 
trusted our schools education 
way inferior that the public 
schools. 


(6) The Holy Father sums the 
blessing which come the Sister her- 
self through proper formation and de- 
velopment when speaks 
peace” and the deep staisfaction with 
religious life through which she 
privileged participate very 
special way the 


endeavor promote the directives 
and foster the ideals set forth the 
Holy Father, the called Sister-Forma- 
tion Conference has come into existence. 
grew out panel Pope Pius XII’s 
“Counsel Teaching Sisters,” presented 
the Section Teacher Education 
the 1952 meeting the Catholic Educa- 
tional Association. that time com- 
mittee was appointed make survey 
the current status teacher education 
among religious. Organized and approv- 
March, 1954, the Conference oper- 
ates now under the College and Universi- 
Department the Catholic Educa- 
tional Association. functions through 
national and regional committees, holds 
regional conferences and workshops (cor- 
reponding NCEA regions) and issues 
quarterly, the Sister-Formation Bulletin, 
present mimeograph form but excel- 
lent quality. Sister Mary Emil I.H. 
Marygrove College, Detroit, Mich- 
igan, chairman the National Com- 
mittee. The National Consultive Com- 
mittee comprises, among others, the Most 
Rev. Bryan McEntegart, the Rt. Rev. 
Msgr. Henry Benzou, the Rt. Rev. Msgr. 
Frederick Hochwalt, and the Very 
Rev. Paul Reinert, Midwest 
Regional Chairman Sister Mary Hugh, 
C.S.J., St. Louis, Missouri. 


Marling, loc. cit., 
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The Sister-Formation Conference unites 
the resources increasing number 
religious communities interested im- 
proving Sister formation. defining 
Sister-Formation Sister Emil says: 


means first all, spiritual formation 
—which includes combination in- 
struction ascetical and mystical 
theology, inspiration the practice 
virtue through such example and 
exhortation may give the young 
Sister enthusiasm for progress the 
spiritual life, and practice the 
exercise natural and infused prudence 
under the guidance someone herself 
possessed these virtues they are 
used accordance with the 
given community. 

Sister Formation means, the second 
place, the giving the young Sister 
opportunity for the acquisition the 
intellectual virtues, and this largely 
through the pursuit given course 
collegiate studies. looks the 
formation woman who can think 
for herself, who able continue her 
education independently, through read- 
ing and study, and who has love and 
appreciation the things the mind. 
put another way, aims train- 
ing Sister who has the philosophical 
background understand the prin- 
ciples asceticism who has enough 
general culture meet and converse 
with professional people their own 
level, and recreate herself and her 
Sisters intellectual plane, and 
finally, who has such mastery both 
the subject matter she teaches and the 
techniques instruction will satis- 
her obligation justice her pupils 
and credit the Catholic educa- 
tional 


Rister Rose Dominic, director the 
graduate division the Saint Mary Col- 
lege, Xavier, Kansas, says succinctly that 
the aim the Sister-Formation Confer- 
with integrated personality, who regards 
professional preparation part way 
life reaching sanctity, and life 
sanctity the framework into which 


Sister-Formation Bulletin, December, 1954. 
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specialization fits naturally and without 

Valerio Cardinal Valeri, prefect the 
Sacred Congregation Religious, 
letter the National Chairman, praised 
the Conference for the “excellent work 
that being done.” said, “Out 
such exchanges ideas and experience 
will come stimulation action and 
more enlightened approach judicious 
adaptation Religious Life modern 

carry out the directives the Holy 
See concerning Sister formation calls for 
adaptation. Such program requires 
longer period the probation stages 
religious life than general practice 
today. Ifa Sister, after profession, 
continue grow knowledge and appre- 
ciation the spiritual life and the 
realization her part the Mystical 
Body Christ, she needs time for con- 
centration and for prayerful reflection 
order assimilate principles and prac- 
tice and integrate them into her own 
life and personality. After having ex- 
perienced religious life for some years, she 
more aware the need and ready and 
eager for further study Holy Scripture, 
sacred theology, and liturgy. Courses 
these subjects ought provided her 
convenient intervals. Realizing the 
importance continued study one’s 
field, the Holy Father urges that religious 
“keep their professional knowledge and 
training date.” this profit- 
ably demands time, the approval and the 
encouragement superiors. 

The papal plan for Sister training im- 
plies formation and growth. accumu- 
lation unrelated courses and amass- 
ing credit hours meet the minimum 
state requirements will never produce the 
kind religious teacher earnestly de- 


“Sister Formation America, May 
28, 1955, 227. 

Printed National Catholic Educational As- 
sociation Bulletin, (August, 1955), 230. 


sired the Holy Father. Scarcely less 
than four years training the dis- 
ciplines and the traditional cultural heri- 
tage associated with the liberal arts, sup- 
plemented with understanding 
modern problems the light papal en- 
cyclicals will satisfy his basic demands. 
Due consideration must also given 
technical training and professional pre- 
paration. 

Cardinal Newman sums the disci- 
plines involved the liberal arts training, 
when says that the work both 
school and university “to give the mind 
clearness, accuracy, and precision, en- 
able use words aright, understand 
what says,...to abstract, compare, 
analyse, divide and reason 
Such training enables one examine and 
evaluate facts, not simply accepting them 
because another has stated them. 
developes habit intellectual work. 
When these disciplines are applied the 
various areas knowledge, they result 
solid grasp the special point view, 
the methods, the basic principles and 
chief conclusions each these fields. 
The result appreciation how the 
various fragments truth their organ- 
ized spheres and their hierarchical or- 
der contribute the beauty reality. 

Without confusing intellectual and 
spiritual disciplines, the two may fused 
the study-program religious. Father 
John Post, S.J., master novices 
the Jesuit novitiate, Shadowbrook, Lenox, 
Massachusetts, offers some suggestions 
this important matter. cites 
Thomas Aquinas’ definition 
and holds him example saint 
and scholar. St. Thomas defines studi- 
ositas, zeal knowledge, moral 
virtue which controls man’s curiosity. 
The Saint was accustomed pray: 
“Grant, beseech Thee merciful God, 
that may ardently desire, prudently in- 


John Henry Newman, Idea University, 
London: Longmans, Green, 1898, 332. 
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quire, truthfully understand and perfect- 
desires, says Father Post, that his natural 
love for knowledge “controlled and 
intensified, not lessened, his love for 
the will God declared him his 
Supernatural motives 
obedience, charity, and zeal might well 
blended with the natural desire for 
edge. 

The various areas knowledge, 
Father Post demonstrates, may give great- 
depth and breadth one’s spiritual 
life. The humanities bring the student 
into contact with men all times. 
History shows man action. Literature 
reveals his ideals, motives, and aspira- 
tions well his passions, folly, and im- 
perfections. leads more sympa- 
thetic understanding and love human 
nature and realization the need for 
the redeeming grace Christ. 

Philosophy investigates the ultimate 
causes all reality the world, man, 
and God, far may known 
the light reason. Such study, 
quote Father Sertillanges, O.P., “in- 
direct divine office; seeks out and honors 
the ‘traces’ the Creator, His ‘images’ 
according investigates nature 
Needless say, study 
logic, ethics, and psychology will en- 
able religious understand herself bet- 
ter. Theology the science God. 
Since knowledge prepares the way for 
love, and since the subject matter 
theology and prayer are identical, the 
study theology may motivate religious 

All teachers, even those the elemen- 
tary level, need knowledge the truths 
concerning such fundamental realities 


John Post, S.J., “Blending Study with the 
Spiritual Review for (Sep- 
tember, 1954), 227. 

11. Antonin Gilbert Sertillanges, O.P., The In- 
tellectual Life, Westminster, Md.; Mercier Press, 
1948, 25. 

12. Post, cit., 227-233. 
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the universe, man, andGod. 
tation these spheres more important 
today than ever before since science and 
the social sciences now augment the cur- 
riculum the elementary school. 
introduce boys and girls these fields, 
the teacher herself needs know well 
not only her subject but also its philosoph- 
ical implications. 

provide Sisters with the liberal and 
professional training, wisely counseled 
the Holy Father, involves many problems. 
Not the least these complex and thorny 
problems that and 
the “pastoral outlook.” Certainly, the 
supreme law and goal the Church 
the salvation souls. Pastors are ex- 
pected imbued with such zeal and 
should the “absorbing passion” 
all religious. say that the Sister- 
teacher saves souls through her teaching 
not minimize the importance pray- 
er; not prefer action contempla- 
tion. simply assert that teach- 
ing means carrying God’s work. 
The fact that the religious has embraced 
the perfection implies not only 
personal perfection but also perfection 
God’s 


Father Larraona stated 1951 that the 
teaching apostolate Sisters has dis- 
tinctive similarity the priestly ministry. 
Simply because there demand for 
more priests carry the work the 
Church she has not altered her Code 
Canon Law clerical studies. Father 
Joseph Gallen, S.J., address given 
the first Eastern regional meeting 
the Sister Formation Conference, held 
Fordham University, November 27, 1954, 
stated these laws and emphasized the 
reasons for the legislation. For men des- 
tined for the religious diocesan clergy, 
the Church still prescribes, after the com- 


13. Joseph Gallen, S.J., Clerical 


Formation and Sister Review for 
Religious, XIV (July, 1955), 205. 
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pletion high school, two years the 
humanities, least two years philoso- 
phy, and least four years theology. 
She also counsels strongly period 
formation after the completion the 
seminary course, “not rush in- 
experienced priests into the life full 

Commenting upon the training 
priests, the Sacred Congregation 
Seminaries and Universities says: “The 
work the formation worthy ecclesi- 
astic arduous and prolonged, but the 
fruits that are gained are less useful 
the Church and less consoling 
the heart bishop.” request made 
Italy that newly-ordained priests, be- 
cause need, assigned prefects 
minor seminaries, met with refusal. 
The answer given was that the good 
later supplying priest perfectly and 
solidly formed outweighed the good 
supplying the immediate necessity and 
that the delay supplying the immediate 
need would only for one two years. 
The same reasoning may well applied 
the present Sister shortage and the 
urgency for Sister formation. 

considering the undergraduate pre- 
paration priests and its relation the 
training Sisters, Father Gallen poses 
the following questions: 

Isn’t accord with the mind 

the Church that the young sister 

should finish her undergraduate school- 
ing and training before beginning 
teach? 

Isn’t teaching also great work and 


one that demands proportionately 
long and arduous preparation? 

the ill-prepared and unformed 
teacher accord with the norm ex- 
cellence Catholic education stated 
Pope Pius his encyclical 
Christian 


14. Father Gallen professor canon law, 
Woodstock College, Woodstock, Maryland. Ci- 
tations from the Code Canon Law are from 
his article. 

15. Ibid., 206-209. 


might noted, too, that the scholastic 
year clerical studies nine months. 
This allows for three months vacation— 
for assimilation, rest and change work. 

Some the larger teaching communi- 
ties this country have made adapta- 
tions endeavor carry out the 
directives and the counsels the Holy 
See regard Sister formation. The 
usual plan, with variations, may stated 
During the six, nine, twelve 
months postulancy, the young girl al- 
lowed semester full year college 
work. enters upon her canonical 
year novitiate, when she studies the 
fundamentals the religious life, Scrip- 
ture, dogma, liturgy, and possibly Church 
history. many institutes she still has 
one year before being admitted tempora- 
vows, and additional three years be- 
fore her final profession. allows 
total four years before perpetual vows. 
During her second year novitiate, un- 
der the new canonical regulations, she 
allowed take her regular sixteen hours 
college work each semester. With 
addition six hours acquired summer 
school, the Sister ready for her junior 
year college the time she makes first 
vows. With less than two years plus 
summer school she will have completed 
her college work and will have year 
more the mission. the time she 
ready for final profession she has honest- 
earned her bachelor’s degree. Religious 
and professional preparation can syn- 
chronized. 

The usual questions raised connec- 
tion with such program are: (1) 
prudent educate young religious be- 
fore her vocation has been tried? (2) 
not such program expensive? Experi- 
ence teaches that nothing can undermine 
vocation faster disillusion Sister 
more completely than assign her 


16. See Sister Madeleva, C.S.C., Edu- 
cation Young Religious Catholic 
Educational Association Bulletin, (1949), 
253-256. 
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task for which she unqualified. Convent 
floor waxing and table serving, and the 
discipline which study entails will keep 
young Sister sufficiently humble. The 
expense such education can easily 
exaggerated, especially since most com- 
munities conduct college close 
proximity the motherhouse. Sister 
Madeleva says: “If cannot afford 
prepare our young Sisters for the work 
our community, should not accept 
direct them communi- 
ties that will prepare them.... 
can afford clothe Sister Lucy’s body, 
can also afford clothe her 
take great pride adorning our chap- 
els, and rightly so, she continues, but 
“The unfolding beauty Sister Lucy’s 
mind can mean much more God than 
another statue new chapel 

The Sister-Formation Conference 
striving not only for longer but better 
training. Last December grant 
$50,000 from the Ford Foundation was 
awarded the Conference. Sister Mary 
Emil, Marygrove College, Detroit, chair- 
man the National Sister-Formation 
Committee, organizing group Sis- 
ter workers, selected from educators 
across the country, plan course 
studies for Sister-teacher training. The 
details the curriculum will worked 
out during June, July, and August. The 
motherhouse the Sisters Providence 
Seattle and that the Sisters St. 
Francis Rochester, Minnesota, will 
serve pioneer demonstration centers. 

Religious communities throughout the 
country are deeply concerned about the 
spiritual and cultural formation their 
Sisters and are ready make adaptations 
response the wishes the Holy 
Father this regard. Realizing that the 
formation souls arduous and 
delicate task, Father Paul Philippe, 
member the Commission for Sisters 
the Sacred Congregation Religious, pro- 
17. Ibid., 255. 
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posed the First National Congress 
Religious the University Notre 
Dame 1952 that “Institute Spir- 
ituality” for superiors and novice mis- 
tresses organized. Two such Insti- 
tutes have been held Notre Dame. 
The Proceedings these Institutes are 
now published and may read with 
profit all religious. 

the spirit Father Philippe’s recom- 
mendation, although preceding time, 
was the Workshop held Mount St. 
Scholastica, Atchison, Kansas, August, 
1951. the invitation the Reverend 
Mother Alfred Schroll, O.S.B., president 
the Congregation St. Scholastica, 
postulant, novice, and scholastic mistress- 
from some forty Benedictine mother- 
houses met discuss their mutual pro- 
blems. The various sessions centered 
around such fundamental topics the 
aims and objectives the novitiate, the 
discerning vocations, and the vows. 
this time tentative program stu- 
dies for the spiritual formation the 
young Sister was drawn up. second 
Workshop, held the Benedictine Con- 
vent Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mis- 
souri, October, 1953, directed attention 
the prayer life the novice. Among 
the topics discussed were Theology 
Prayer,” Holy Sacrifice and Pray- 
“The Traditional Way Benedic- 
tine Prayer,” and Basic Benedictine 
Theme Praising God.” 

The general theme the third Work- 
shop, which convened Villa Sancta 
Scholastica, Duluth, Minnesota, Oc- 
tober, 1955, was Doctrinal Forma- 
tion Novices.” The Reverend David 
Kinish, O.S.B., spiritual director the 
Sisters Mount St. Scholastica, Atchison, 
Kansas, was the general coordinator. 
all the workshops Benedictine Fathers 
with specialized training the various 
areas sacred studies presented papers 
and led the discussions. Among those 
who have participated the Workshops 
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are the Reverend Paschal Botz, 
St. John’s Abbey, Collegeville, Minneso- 
ta, editor Sponsa Regis, the Very 
Reverend Conrad Louis, O.S.B., rector 
St. Meinrad’s Seminary, St. Meinrad, 
Indiana, the Reverend Bernard Sause, 
S.B., professor canon law and head 
the School Theology, St. Benedict’s 
Abbey, Atchison, Kansas, and the Rever- 
end Florian Demmer, O.S.B., experienced 
novice master St. Benedict’s Abbey. 

These Workshops, extending from one 
two weeks duration and concerned al- 
most exclusively with the spiritual forma- 
tion postulants, novices, and scholas- 
tics, represent the concerted effort 
Benedictines meet the challenge the 
times. Such workshops strengthen the 
bond unity and spirit among Benedic- 
tines and result greater appreciation 
Benedictine ideals and traditions. While 
urging prudent adaptation modern 
needs and ways, the Holy Father insists 
that each Order Institute preserve its 
unique spirit and essential characteristics. 

Another recent development the life 
Benedictines the formation the 
American Benedictine Academy whose 
purpose, stated its Constitution, 
serve agency stimulate and 
promote the interests and activities 
American Benedictines and cultivate 
and transmit the best traditions Bene- 
dictine life and scholarship.” While not 
primarily concerned with the formation 
Sisters, the Academy serves in- 
centive productive scholarship the 
part those Sisters who teach our col- 
leges and are thereby privileged share 
the cultural development young re- 
ligious. The Academy helps promote 
intellectual atmosphere and foster 
true culture, not that “superficial and 
frothy abomination,” quote Dr. Roy 
Deferrari, which often passes for true 
“culture.” 

this era Sister-Formation, press- 
ing pastoral demands, and stringent cer- 


tification requirements, superiors are 
forced make important decisions. 
these matters, all undertakings, pru- 
dence must the guide and, under the 
directing influence the Holy Spirit, 
zeal must tempered with wisdom. 
cannot close our schools tomorrow, 
turn deaf ear the requests pastors, 
and suffer not Christ’s little ones come 
unto us. Yet continue staff new 
schools without giving serious thought 
Sister formation ignore the light 
the Holy Spirit and disregard the 
counsels the Vicar Christ. op- 
pose the need teachers against the 
longer and better Sister formation not 
only idle but out harmony with the 
directives the Holy See. 

One the motives which prompted 
the Holy Father’s address teaching 
Sisters seems have been offer solu- 
tion the vocation crisis ourday. 
alludes the dearth vocations his 
pronouncements renovation and adap- 
tation the religious life, his address 
Teaching Sisters, and his memorable 
speech delivered the Congress 
Superiors General religious communi- 
ties women. Pope Pius XII sees re- 
lation between adaptation and better 
formation vocations. Young women, 
already trained Catholic Action, are 
drawn religious life. Vocation direc- 
tors, however, tell that youth today 
conscious personality and its growth, 
and that the more positive approach 
religious life appeals Our Holy 
Father his encyclical Holy Virginity 
emphasizes the positive aspect the vow. 
The idea the vow virginity,” 
says, aim only the divine, 
turn thereto the whole mind and soul; 
want please God everything, 
think Him continually, and con- 
18. Many authoritis may cited this con- 
nection. address, entitled and 
Religious was given the Rev. 


Harris, C.S.C., the Vocation Institute held 
the University Notre Dame, July 16, 1954. 
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secrate body and soul Him.” Might Church, the secondary “object” most 
not more girls attracted our ranks Benedictine Sisters “education the 
they were convinced that through pro- young, both higher schools learning 
per formation the religious life their for girls and the parish schools.” St. 
personality would grow and reach its Benedict, will recalled, made some 
highest perfection the love God, pure, important innovations the religious 
undivided, and unfettered? life his day, and the adaptability his 

Sister formation important! Such Rule has been one the characteristics 
ideal, understood has been presented Benedictine life throughout the cen- 
these pages, way conflicts with turies. The setting goal always 
St. Benedict’s aim establishing school incentive action. not pos- 
divine service. While the Work God sible, considering existing conditions and 
the life Benedictine should take difficulties, establish time, not the 
precedence over other duties, divine too distant future, which will provide re- 
service includes devotion the fulfillment ligious Sisters the kind formation 
all one’s obligations. According urgently recommended the Holy 
their Constitutions, approved the Father? 
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The Promotion Learning Our Colleges 


aim liberal education the ex- 

cellence man man. regards 

man end, not means; and re- 
gards the ends life, not its means. 

The development Western society 
seems tend towards democracy, to- 
wards government the people. Marx 
traced this economic causes, and they 
have doubtlessly contributed. But the 
real cause education which alone gives 
everybody share government. De- 
mocracy the most difficult form so- 
ciety because there minimum com- 
pulsion and maximum free coopera- 
tion. The United States did create 
political democracy, but she still has 
create democratic civilization. Educa- 
tion apparently has failed. Traditional 
culture has succumbed technology. 
Our education simply has grown, and its 
development has been determined 
combination inertia, pressure cir- 
cumstances, and struggle individual 
unrelated subjects for place the sun. 
Ideas which were once supposed serve 
tools for exploring the human condi- 
tion have today become objects for dis- 
tracted curiosity and the stimulus the 
moment. 

Civilization has been defined sense 
values which extends the fields 
character, intellect, and imagination. 
Nothing, not all the knowledge the 
world, according Socrates, educates 
like the vision greatness, and nothing 
can take its place. Or, Plato has said, 
education the drawing and direction 
youth towards that right reason which 
the experience the eldest and best has 


education not facts and figures, not 
which but what things mean. Since 
the meaning existence fundamentally 
theological, the religious teacher who 
should best qualified impart mean- 
ing his students. 

Essence for the sake existence, not 
existence for the sake essence. The 
judged whether not fits that 
thing, school, take its place the 
economy being and the rise and fall 
the tide history. The culture which 
and not goal; the cultural man the 
one who has access the life the past. 
the duty the religious teacher, 
more than anyone else’s, contemplate 
the life come and yet work this 
life realize both not easy. Man 
has progressed many spectacular re- 
spects, observes Sir Richard Livingstone, 
but can not denied that today 
worse off many respects, some them 
more important than those which 
has improved. 

The Greeks could not broadcast their 
tragedies, but they could write them. 
Educators today need the aid all the 
sages former times. Human progress 
has always been the result ideas that 
screened reality first and then let pass 
only what mature judgment had censor- 
ed. Nothing which has ever interested 
man can wholly lose its validity. fu- 
culture can built the shifting 
sands the present alone; needs must 
built the rocks which the past has 
left behind. Human ideals change little. 


Page 


ost 
the 
ing 
St. 4 
_ 
his 
Ics 
be 
nd 
‘e- 


The Jews thought that the aim man 
was the will God; the Greeks 
thought that was achieve human 
excellence. Two thousand years have not 
gone beyond these ideals. 

The purpose education train 
the intellect. educator can command 
genius born, but can inform 
characters which draw their principles 
from Christian thought. 
knowledge may within the reach 
all, but virtue is. This one the 
great discoveries Christianity. 
hundred years ago Cardinal Newman 
said, “If practical end must assigned 
education, then the training 
good members society.” Life action, 
every moment it. Every action im- 
plies some view life. Our schools 
should send out men and women equipped 
not merely use and improve the means 
life but direct and inspire its ends. 

The modern view that the times have 
changed and that the concept educa- 
tion has change with them. And 
today there natural preponderance 
science. Science and facts are im- 
portant, but they are not sufficient. 
Science indifferent how man uses 
its findings. Science does not provide 
moral standards. not the fault 
science but man chooses the atom 
bomb. Science provides only the tools 
for civilization but cannot give guidance 
for their use. provided, impartially, 
both penicillin and the atom bomb. The 
mechanistic view the universe may 
have order but has goa/? 
science could have saved the world, 
would have done already. After all, 
Goethe once remarked, “what there 
exact mathematics except its own 
exactitude?” real issue whether 
man ruled power and pleasure 
goodness, beauty, reason, and truth. 
Happiness not man’s primary reason 
being, but only consequence living 
right. 
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Power today gives man the chance 
doing unlimited harm. need, there- 
fore, education which teaches not 
merely how use that power but how 
use well. Machinery indispensable 
education, but when provided, the 
real problem education then begins. 
The knowledge necessary for living must 
imparted. People must taught 
inquire into truth. important what 
man believes, what holds good 
and bad, right and wrong, whether has 
clear values and standards and pre- 
pared live them. 

But present-day education there 
little common faith and common disci- 
pline. Walter Lippman says that while 
insist that everybody must educat- 
ed, there nothing particular edu- 
cated man must know. One the re- 
markable features American society 
that the difference between the uneducat- 
and the educated slight. Yet 
cannot believe that the age the Com- 
mon Man the final stage West- 
ern civilization. Humble origin and lack 
education are not necessarily qualifica- 
tions for progressive thought and for the 
guidance age. There vacuum 
modern education whose place taken 
the elective, the eclectic, the specialized 
and the accidental. Students are pro- 
cessed efficiency and quantitative 
standards measurement and judgment. 
Education has become chaos instead 
cosmos, collection isolated sub- 
jects; instead uni-versity have 
multi-versity which offers not but 
multa. 

Our world heavy with spiritual emp- 
tiness. Educators seem afraid face 
the severe discipline and the disconcert- 
ing issues the nature the universe, 
man’s place it, and his destiny. 
result, the modern school has become 
bound conceive the world place 
which the child, when grown up, must 
compete struggle for existence. 
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Education has become competitive 
system. The liberal, human, spiritual 
element has given way practical needs 
and material advantage. The parts may 
flourish but the sense the whole lost, 
and all know that the whole more 
than the sum total its parts. 

The graduates our colleges and uni- 
versities into life experts the 
battle cries and tactics the moment, 
but the sound and fury the market 
place breeds demagogues and not leaders. 
Students are often unconscious the 
deeper issues stake and the values 
involved them. Bernard Shaw 
has said, the only golden rule that there 
golden rule. Our age cherishes safe- 
and old-age insurance, above spiritual 
romance and adventure— and people de- 
mand more and more agencies, public and 
private, think, choose, and act for them. 

the face all this, our task 
Catholic educators integrate ideas and 
courses, and show how one problem 
course, bears upon another. The 
average student certainly able de- 
velop independence judgment, set 
right his mind, and free his heart. 
question his knowledge becoming 
fruitful. quote Kierkegaard, “people 
hardly ever make use the freedom they 
have freedom thought; instead they 
demand compensation merely freedom 
speech.” 

Catholic education should teach stu- 
dents read and think. Literature 
becomes means this intellectual de- 
velopment. The reward well-chosen 
reading that there comes now and then 
sense shared consciousness; the 
student feels himself member that 
ideal community which extends beyond 
the world the living. But neither 
can mind trained without spiritual 
element. The highest and most beauti- 
ful things this life, remarks Kierkegaard, 
are not merely heard and read about 
but lived. 


Education handmaid this art 
intellect. The ideal liberal education 
and training. Robert 
Hutchins reminds the time that 
could saved the simple process 
squeezing one ounce the waste water 
and frivolity out American education. 
The American scheme eight-year 
elementary school, four-year high school, 
and four-year college, with graduate 
work top it, unique the world, 
and Robert Hutchins does not think that 
Americans can congratulate themselves 
it. other country could afford 
such duplication. six-year elementa- 
school, suggests, three four- 
year high school, and three four-year 
college would eliminate from two four 
years lost motion and leave plenty 
time for liberal education. seems 
trouble training teachers, erecting 
laboratories and libraries, laying out 
program instruction and learning, if, 
effect, much the curriculum 
extra, and the extra-curriculum the 
heart the matter. 

Permit word from personal ex- 
perience. Perhaps should apologize for 
being personal, but one knows best what 
one has experienced personally. have 
gone through educational system dif- 
ferent from the American one. Com- 
parisons are fallacious easy. 
not propose change the American 
system but perhaps can change its 
spirit. not suggesting that method 
successful somewhere else can grafted 

professional university training 
was field which now without any 
relevance present circumstances— 
modern languages. And all teach- 
ing—and could say including what 
trying say this paper based 
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the liberal education received before 
was eighteen; and thirty-two hours week 
and lots homework did not kill any 
us. was concentrated training the 
intellect and not professional skills. 
was mapped-out schedule without elec- 
tives. furnished perfect background 
for continuing own. Its carry- 
over value enabled enter the semi- 
nary the age forty-five and, the 
age fifty, begin teaching disciplines 
had never before approached from pro- 
fessional angle. But the American 
schools education has become universal 
schooling, not liberal education, and 
this universal schooling has led uni- 
versal mediocrity, has lost sight our 
common subject matter, humanity. 

There is, course, anaemic narrow- 
ness, but there also healthy one. 
Education prospers through economy and 
exclusion. Many college course gives 
wide, rather than deep view. gives 
little idea what real knowledge is. 
Many courses provide training 
many fields but not the crucial virtue 
intellectual humility which alone puts 
intellectual efforts their proper perspec- 
tive. present-day education study 
only exercise, not pursuit, and rarely 
pursuit truth. 

Catholic educators have de- 
cide what liberal education and then 
interest our students it. Youth, think, 
can interested truth. Unfortunate- 
ly, most human beings have capacity 
rather than desire for education. 
feed education forcibly will never do. 
the first place, necessary impress 
upon students that education does not 
end with school; ends only with life it- 
self. cease education twenty-two 
means die twenty-two. There 
such thing having educa- 
tion. The same principle applies 
teachers well pupils. Teachers 
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cannot expect succeed unless they con- 
tinue studies and research, even the so- 
called dry fields where teaching, merely 
repetition, becomes matter routine. 
Every class period must met new 
challenge. students will know 
whether the teacher alert merely go- 
ing through the routine and 
The art teaching consists large part 
interesting students things that 
ought interest them but not. 

Secondly, teachers ought keep 
mind that everything school there 
order contribute the formation 
human beings, the making charac- 
ters, equip them for the business liv- 
ing according what true and right. 
Only that spirit present will educa- 
tion succeed. The mere existence the 
teacher such view education, and 
therefore life, will communicate itself 
the student, though the teacher may 
never mention many words nor 
the student consciously realize until 
long afterward. For the outlook the 
teacher educates more than anything 
can say. 

scale Catholic values, enable them 
see the whole and realize the inter- 
relation their courses. Otherwise they 
will leave school prepared perhaps for 
job but certainly not prepared for the art 
living. Catholic education, this 
should unsurmountable task. 
Rousseau has said, “It matters little 
whether pupil intended for the 
army, the Church, the law. Before 
his calling was chosen, nature called him 


neither magistrate, soldier, nor 
priest; will man.” Let hope 
and pray that the same can said our 
own educational efforts, which, after all, 
are part our vocation. 


ac 


Fusion the Scholarly Vocation 


Sister Luanne O.S.B. 


HEN the founders the American 
Benedictine Academy drew 
their Constitution 1947, they stated 
that their avowed purpose was “to in- 
vigorate the tradition learned work 
our cultivate and transmit 
the best traditions Benedictine life and 
scholarship.”! The Executive Secretary 
the Academy was more definite the 
first issue the American Benedictine 
Review when declared that the specific 
objective the Association was “to pro- 
mote When someone ask- 
him meant “something like the 
Maurists,” his reply was, exactly.” 
may inspired their works, 
admitted, without any thought imitat- 
ing their organization. 

Now, not everyone agreed what 
Benedictine scholarship is. There are 
those who regard that phrase myth, 
especially applied all Benedictines. 
And there are others like Lane Cooper 
Cornell University who welcomed one 
former colleagues, who came 
graduate work under him, with the words, 
“Ah, last Benedictine!” 

cursory perusal the publications 
the Academy since its beginning yields 
final definition explanation what 
meant the scholarship proposes 
encourage other than the implication that 
follows the tradition the Order. Ad- 
mittedly, the Holy Rule does not explicit- 
provide for scholarly pursuits. What 
St. Benedict established was school 
Divine Service, well-ordered life lived 


American Benedictine Academy, 
pp. 4-5. 

American Benedictine Review,1, No. (1950), 


the presence God, with the Opus Dei 
taking preference over all other tasks 
duties. The kind work that occupied 
one between the various Hours the 
Office depended the needs the monas- 
tery. Dom David Knowles says: 
St. Benedict wished his monks work 
because knew that the normal man 
could not always either reading 
praying, but attribute him any 
purpose using his institute great 
economic social intellectual 
even apostolic force would neither 
spiritually nor historically 
The education the young, however, 
had provided for, and the amount 
divina prescribed could not but 
make for some intellectual development 
and some interest the things the 
mind, especially when these provisions 
was added one study the Sacred Scrip- 
tures and the Fathers the Church. 
Those who give Cassiodorus all the credit 
for introducing scholarly bent into 
western monasticism overlook the prin- 
ciple Newman enunciated that the real 
test whether organization true 
the spirit its founder lies its continui- 
principle and its logical 
Gregory, Bede, Dunstan, Anselm, with 
their contemporaries and successors il- 
lustrate well the logical development 
St. Benedict’s teaching precepts. Were 
there such development, stagnation 
would have resulted. Knowles describes 
this growth when says: 


Along with the development the 
David Knowles, The Benedictines, New York: 
Macmillan, 1930, 13. 

John Henry Newman, Essay the Develop- 
ment Christian Doctrine, London: Longmans, 
1900, pp. 194-195. 
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Office and caused the same causes, 
went the development what may 
called the widest sense higher reli- 
gious study; that is, intellectual work 
devoted, least indirectly, the cause 
religion but not having its direct 
end the ordinary instruction the 
faithful the defense the faith, but 
rather the enriching the mind the 
Church 
was this spirit which was work all 
the great Benedictine monasteries through 
the centuries whether they were copying 
manuscripts, illuminating them, re- 
covering ancient texts the Maurists did. 
And the same motive power which 
behind whatever scholarly work Benedic- 
tine houses produce today. But the 
normal Benedictine monastery con- 
vent, will this interest reflected the 
lives all the members? The 
average candidate who knocks our 
doors will not questioned his 
competence scholar though will 
expected have average intelligence. 
One good Benedictine prior told with- 
the past year that the question asks 
his would-be postulants whether they 
can milk cow. And yet 
scholarly, productive mind. 


Study Within the Range Activities 


Accepting then the historical fact that 
the pursuit scholarly studies falls with- 
the range the activities St. Bene- 
dict would have his followers engage in, 
might well ask what form these studies 
might take today. May suggest, for 
purposes discussion, three avenues, 
though course need not draw tight 
boundaries between them. 

First all, this pursuit learning 
might take the form search for truth 
some particular field which one 
would devote all one’s time, apart from 
the hours given prayer the common 
life, Cardinal Gasquet spent years 
studying the monastic history Eng- 
Knowles, op. cit., 32. 
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land, the monks St. Jerome’s 
Abbey Rome are spending all their time 
restoring St. Jerome’s Latin text the 
Vulgate. may some, but 
not know any Benedictine any 
American convent monastery totally 
dedicated for life the pursuit learning 
this way. 

Second, there are those who addition 
may administrative, carry re- 
search creative writing with view 
publication. Here the results are vari- 
human nature. There may the 
full-fledged book (parenthetically let may 
say that there was genuine satisfaction 
less than month ago having monk 
stop enroute his abbey, after summer 
Florida spent part-time pastoral 
work, tell that his remaining hours 
had finished the book begun during the 
year). may the publication 
articles learned periodicals the edit- 
ing such periodicals. There may 
paper for local teachers’ meeting, for 
state meeting, even occasion for 
national meeting. there may such 
simple contributions book review. 

Third, there are those whose scholar- 
ship evinced, not publications, but 
the kind teaching they do. The 
former Benedictine Educational Associ- 
ation was intent improving teaching 
our colleges and high schools, and 
bringing the full impact Benedictine 
ideals bear the minds our stu- 
dents. assume that this responsibility 
has been taken over the Education and 
Psychology Section the Academy, 
though the responsibility for being 
scholarly teacher rests every faculty 
member our colleges and high schools. 
Some years ago the University Chicago 
adopted the plan granting signal awards 
its outstanding teachers, especially 
the undergraduate school. Other col- 
leges have followed its lead. None 
will receive such distinction, yet who 
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teach are equally challenged work 
scholarly calibre. 

With these avenues open, what are 
doing? what obstacles block the path 
the would-be scholar? First, let ad- 
mit that not every one who wears the 
Benedictine habit has capacity for 
scholarship. Father Rembert Sorg 
says his essay work: 


healthy community discovers, fosters, 
and supports those individual members 
whom God picks and equips for the 
specialization intellectual work but 
all history shows that such vocations 
form very small percentage the 
normal Benedictine 
Second, let acknowledge that other 
purposes the monastery convent 
often have given the preference. 
There the need earn one’s living, and 
the work which the monastery convent 
has chosen maintain itself must 
carried the major part the com- 
munity. For most us, that educa- 
tional work which done the call 
the Church, and which extreme and un- 
relenting its demands our energy 
and time. There 
apostolic work which the community 
usually pledged; regularly absorbs all 
week-ends and much the vacation 
periods for the monks while the Sisters 
who teach religion Saturdays and 
vacation schools (and hurry off sum- 
mer school between) are equally taxed. 
Besides, most our schools are under- 
staffed thinking particularly the 
Sisters now), and teachers are asked 
take administractive work, clerical 
jobs, and even domestic and janitor work 
besides their teaching. 

This being the present situation our 
American monasteries and convents, 
Father Sister comes home from 
university graduate school, each in- 
tent continuing, some extent 


Dom Rembert Sorg, Holy Work, St. 
Louis: Pio Decimo Press, 1953, 69. 


least, the intellectual research which 
she has been engaged for some time 
now. full time job awaits the gradu- 
ate. There monastic life lived. 
What likelihood there doing any 
thing scholarly nature? the seed 
sown and nurtured graduate school 
grow, certain conditions must prevail. 
list them six though obviously others 
might added: 

Presupposing adequate intellectual 
preparation, superior mental ability, and 
basic training religious life, there must 
genuine desire the part the 
person himself. Sertillanges says, 
speaking the intellectual vocation: 

The most valuable thing all the 
will, deeply-rooted will achieve 
one acts wisely 
after toilsome training, lets his 
mind gradually fall back into primitive 


has recognize that years study 
impose obligation realizing himself 
fully and helping the community 
realize its potentialities. quote Ser- 
tillanges again: 
Christianized humanity made 
various personalities one which 
can refuse function without impover- 
ishing the group, and without depriving 
the eternal Christ part His king- 
returned graduate: “Limit your activities 
now work immediate need; con- 
sider your intellectual studies thing 
the past.” Nor, most American 
homes, probable that the superior 
will say, that you have learned how 
sound research, you may continue 
leisure with all the facilities the 
monastery your disposal.” The old 
adage, the fleeting moment” 
vital the first free years after study. 


Antonin Gilbert Sertillanges, O.P., The In- 
tellectual Life, Westminster, Md.: Mercier Press, 
1948, 13. 

Ibid., 14. 
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What matters most, then, the will 
carry through some work with consci- 
entious and wise application one’s 
training. Genius not necessary. Aver- 
age gifts often carry one farther, one 
truly imbued with the will share per- 
petuating wisdom among men. 

The second requisite the recogni- 
tion the value such work one’s 
superior. Benedictines, under vow 
obedience, not choose our own 
ceives the blessing and encouragement 
our superiors. Where they not recog- 
nize the value productive scholarship 
feel impelled, through the pressure 
circumstances, give slight encourage- 
ment the would-be scholar little can 
accomplished. The response ques- 
tionnaire drawn the Executive 
Board the American Benedictine Acade- 
1952, and sent the abbeys and 
priories and motherhouses Sisters left 
much desired. 


Study and Community Service 


The third requisite almost im- 
portant. the recognition the 
value scholarship the community. 
Once community accepts the fact that 
those who devote themselves study 
research are contributing the common 
life fully those employed the other 
works the monastery, the researcher 
can work greater peace and equanimi- 
ty. The problem sometimes touchy 
one, particularly women’s houses— 
monasteries have the initial advantage 
having already distinguished between lay 
brothers and choir monks, making divi- 
sion work more natural and acceptable 
where proportionately fewer members 
the community are equipped nature 
and training undertake scholarly 
work, St. Paul knew what was talk- 
ing about when wrote the Corinthi- 
ans about the diversity spirits. 

Hence, important that all the mem- 
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bers the community have the right 
attitude toward continued studies and re- 
search, real respect for it, and appreci- 
ation for its value for the community 
and the Church. disturbed occasi- 
onally when hear retreat masters speak 
disparagingly educational degrees; and 
must confess that have real grievance 
against those who always depict the 
humble soul the Sister who sweeps the 
corridor washes the pots and pans. 
can see equal opportunities for humility 
among those who labor the realms 
the intellect, who pit their pigmy minds 
against the learned and erudite giants 
whose thought they are endeavoring 
fathom. 

postulate accessibility materials. Tools 
are needed every craft, and good 
library course sine qua non for 
any scholarship worthy the name. 
The inference then that superiors 
have profound respect for scholarly pur- 
suits, they will lay the foundation for such 
work wisely and prudently building 
good library. course, smaller 
houses should not expect have the 
facilities first-rate university. And 
with our modern means transporation 
and our modern methods borrowing 
books, materials should within reach 
most those who desire them. The 
problem not formidable one, but 
needs recognized, and usually one 
should not have hundred miles 
more secure volume Migne some 
other sorely-needed reference. 

fifth requisite have listed 
that ever disappearing commodity 
American life, time leisure. would 
wonderful could look forward regu- 
larly summers quarter year off 
for The alternative nig- 
gardly with the time have. need 
work well and purposefully when 
work, not capriciously dilettantes. 
need choose wisely, often sacrifici- 
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ally, what are going with our 
spare moments. Father whom men- 
tioned previously, might easily have spent 
all his leisure time deep-sea-fishing down 
Florida this summer instead finish- 
ing his book. cannot read all the 
best sellers nor expect meet and converse 
with every guest the monastery. 
standard values has set and 
applied all our activities. Not that 
drive ourselves the point where 
become desiccated drudges, but our time 
should used intelligently. 

final condition, would suggest 
that our scholarly work done the 
community, not apart from (except 
under special circumstances and for 
limited periods time), and that the mat- 
ter should not esoteric ultra- 
thinking the rest our community. 
Devotion scholarship demands cer- 
tain aloofness, but should not make 
our own houses. 

conclusion, let say that our Bene- 
dictine forbears long ago proved that 
Benedictine life and the scholarly life 
could fused successfully. 


what our dearest wish Cath- 
spiritual face upon American society— 
spiritual that will promote the dig- 
nity the human person: his search and 
love truth, his growth freedom, his 
communion with other men, his sense 
eternity and his openness God. For 
this man, without God reed, without 
reason poor animal, but with God 
rising flame truth and liberty upon the 
earth. This vision man must con- 
stantly renew ourselves, and must 
teach our children. This vision 
must also try make known, with friend- 
ship and charity our fellow citizens. 
shall then wholly faithful our 
vocation Catholic teachers Amer- 

“Catholic Education and 
American Society” 
Anton Pegis 


The Death 
St. Benedict 


few lines usually devoted the 
passing St. Benedict, the great 
patriarch, are scarcely adequate the 
event. the primary authori- 
ty, who relates the episode, without date 
other distinguishing chronology, near 
the end the second book his Dia- 
brevity itself. that might 
seem that all else attaching could 
but fiction, pious inventiveness designed 
elaborate scene too slim satisfy 
exigent fancy. Yet this not quite 
true. For there are ranges where history 
will come in, where internal evidences tell, 
where tradition will have its say, where 
custom and usage the time and cir- 
cumstance apply, here elsewhere, their 
moderating measure. 

Once question lively debate 
lively, indeed, that has been put 
certain noted scholar late 555 the 
date St. Benedict’s death now almost 
uniformly accepted March the 
year 547. And this based chiefly upon 
conversation the saint with the bishop 
Canosa and prophecy about the ruin 
Rome subsequent its capture the 
Gothic king Totila 546. Much more 
debatable the date Benedict’s birth 
which traditionally given 480 but 
might reasonably pushed back another 
dozen years since how could the holy 
founder have established his twelve 
monasteries Subiaco before going 
Monte Cassino 529 unless vocations 
flocked them manner unheard 
conventual history? the external 
record which such appear make 
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the saint the time his death close 
eighty years age. 

Again, consider the cause which brought 
St. Benedict the end his earthly 
career. The biographer says was seized 
with violent fever which each day 
grew worse until the sixth day, his 
request, was taken the chapel where 
then breathed his last. The clinical 
details this short and fatal illness, the 
extreme exhaustion, the violence the 
fever that “rapidly wasted his remaining 
energy,” its possible and deceptive abate- 
ment the sixth day, the difficulty 
breathing that may indicated the use 
the Latin word are such that 
some have been led, perhaps justly, 
believe that pneumonia was the imma- 
diate cause the saint’s death. Since 
had foretold, the year which was 
his last,” the day his departure 
number his monks, imposing 
them silence order not unduly disturb 
the community, had doubtless gradu- 
ally failed health. certain trepida- 
tion, certain hesitancy action, con- 
ditioned not much, perhaps, the 
rain’s downpour his aged and en- 
feebled condition, may, just possibly, 
read into his failure withstand the 
pressures granted, also, must be, 
that she was very positive person— 
put upon him their final interview 
his saintly sister. least thus some 
would have who would wring from the 
text all that can justifiably yield. 
any rate, may noted that Benedict 
did not down the hill when Scholastica 
was dead, but waited for the body 
brought for interment from her con- 
vent down below. And can safely 
said that the loss his sister, the knowl- 
edge her absence, the fact that she had 
gone before him the homeland that 
was his one longing, was contributory 
cause his own speedy death. Whocan 
indeed doubt that was so? Hence 
can asserted and here tradition 
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speaks with authority that one month 
and eleven days after the death Scho- 
lastica, Benedict himself was laid the 
tomb. 

When his monks brought St. Benedict 
the community chapel the small 
basilica St. Martin Tours was 
Maundy Thursday and the Mass 
Coena Domini was about celebrated. 
Internal evidence sustains both these 
facts. First, according the accepted 
date, the saint’s death fell that year 
the Thursday before Easter. Second, 
St. Benedict did not thereupon receive 
Viaticum, said some authors, 
which even that day was given under 
the one species, but St. Gregory ex- 
plicitly states, “he received the Body and 
Blood our Lord gain strength for his 
received, standing was the custom, 
Holy Communion during Mass, both the 
bread and the chalice his fortification 
for entry into eternal life. the pic- 
ture the Beuronese style the Death 
St. Benedict which once adorned the 
crypt Monte Cassino, now blasted into 
oblivion, the saint was portrayed stand- 
ing prayer and the right the majestic 
angel guidance, while the left the 
celebrant with his acolytes the back- 
ground the altar one carrying the 
cross, the other the closed book, signify- 
ing that the Mass which had been said 
was over which the saint had received 
the Eucharist and that was about 
pass his reward. 

Whether handkerchief was held be- 
fore his face breathed his last, 
whether the holy corpse was anointed 
upon the breast with chrism, was the 
usual case with monks, there re- 
cord but only substantiality sup- 
position deriving from the prevailing 
rites other well-known instances. 

What prayers were the saint’s lips 
this closing climax not know. 
Something from the Psalms probably, 
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parting phrase holy admonition, 
liturgic response his disciples, long, 
last Amen breathed forth ardor and 
adoration, wondrous word welcome 
the great event. Maybe was say- 
ing the Profundis St. Augustine 
the Miserere like St. Teresa. Perhaps 
could said him the Abbot 
Spes who had recently passed away 
similar surroundings and not far distant: 
orationi intentus animam 
reddidit.” Just likely, St. Gregory de- 
scribes the death St. Cassius, bishop 
Narni, too “clamavit dicens: Hora 
What may perfectly sure 
that his passing there was that note 
austerity which befitted him, as- 
cetic acceptance which marked the mo- 
ment one the most profound sereni- 
all human experience. How readily 
and how easily must have gone over 
the threshold eternity! 

St. Benedict dying, the homely 
phrase has it, “with his boots on,” gave 
indubitably, the sincere Christian who 
steadfastly perseveres the end. 
his feet, with arms upraised prayer, 
like the early orantes, supported his 
brethren, stood his last moments 
sturdy statue for succeeding ages faith 
andendurance. Not for nothing had the 
saint put his Holy Rule that his monks 
should provided “‘for the feet shoes and 
stockings.” one should well 
shod truly part the Benedictine call- 
ing there such thing discalced 
Benedictine! For these are the shoes 
which Benedictine religious (and the or- 
dinary Christian) must stand in, 
which must walk the paths the 
Lord and run the way God’s com- 
mandments, must march into daily battle 
the midst this wicked world. Shoes 
are essential equipment which the valiant 
soul must have tread and plod, 
the field and the furrow, keep 
going, with equanimity and patience,— 


climbing (or clambering), perchance, pain- 
fully the twelve degrees humility— 
until finally they ascend the celestial 
stairs salvation. Shoes indeed 
needs who would travel with courage the 
horrid labyrinths temptation, who 
would, marking time, survive the soul’s 
dreadful weariness waste places, pass 
safely through the bleak deserts soli- 
tude and desolation. can plainly 
seen St. Benedict’s dying his feet 
the heights Monte Cassino the great 
exemplar there much more than 
mere elegance that can said for Bene- 
dictine shoes! 

the day St. Benedict died two 
monks received identical revelation 
the holy man’s death, probably that spe- 
cial sign had promised certain 
them who were distance one 
Monte Cassino, the other Terracina 
(though some have more imaginatively 
placed him St. Maur Gaul). They 
saw magnificent pathway, like tri- 
umphal Roman road, adorned with rich 
carpets and thousands lights, stretch- 
ing straight from the monastery eastward 
the far reaches heaven. the 
brightness stood man splendid ap- 
pearance that same august angel de- 
picted the Beuronese painting? who 
inquired they knew who had passed 
that way. When they replied the nega- 
tive, said: the road taken 
blessed Benedict, the Lord’s beloved, 
when went heaven.” Wholly con- 
sonant, this, with what the man God 
had written his Rule, interpreting 
Jacob’s vision, that “the ladder erected 
our life this world, which for the 
humble heart raised the Lord 
unto heaven.” 

The body St. Benedict was placed 
the upper section the double tomb 
the chapel St. John the Baptist 
which stood where formerly there was 
sacred grove dedicated Apollo. Here 
already reposed the remains St. Scho- 
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lastica, the same grave which St. Bene- 
dict had ordered opened once more six 
days before preparation for his own 
burial. this site “snatched from the 
the remains brother and sister 
rested undisturbed for century and 
half. Then about the year 703, the 
monastery being deserted, some Frankish 
monks made away with the relics 
Benedict which they carried off Fleury- 
sur-Loire while the bones the saintly 


sister were translated Mans. 
750 Pope Zachary asked that the relics 
returned Monte Cassino, but the 
request met with evasions. However, 
appears some them were eventually re- 
turned and interred tomb Monte 
Cassino where, while the abbey Fleury 
has disappeared from the face the earth 
and Monte Cassino itself has, more re- 
cently, been reduced rubble, they are 
revered this day. 


The Benedictine Teacher 


considering the Benedictine 

teacher might well first examine 
St. Benedict’s standards, ideals, and aims. 
These are best described the Rule, 
according which lived. St. 
Gregory tells us, St. Benedict could not 
have written other than lived. Nor 
did demand from others what him- 
self did not fulfill. then, the light 
St. Benedict’s Rule, the Benedictine 
teacher’s guide, that must consider 
the Benedictine teacher. 

St. Benedict’s monastery was essenti- 
ally school. The Saint called “the 
School the Lord’s Service.” this 
school St. Benedict was preeminently 
teacher, and from his office teacher 
flowed naturally that abbot and legisla- 
tor. Fourteen centuries ago ignorant 
shepherds and barbarians, well sons 
nobles, were his students. Today 
teaches thousands who follow his Rule. 

The fundamental principle, that being 
more important than doing, was admir- 
ably exemplified the life St. Bene- 
dict, the teacher. was, above and 
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before all, God-seeker, God-lover. 
Both his life and his teachings strongly 
attest this. From his great love for 
God flowed equally great and un- 
mistakable love for his fellow men. 
Though sought solitude from men for 
the love God the cave Subiaco, 
the same motive prompted him per- 
suaded guide and teach men the 
cenobitical life. 

Since himself was primarily seeker 
and lover God, not surprising that 
prescribed one the first qualifica- 
tions his disciples that they seek God. 
Nor surprising that began his list 
instruments good works with this 
injunction: “To love the Lord God with 
the whole heart, the whole soul, the whole 
strength,” that urged his charges 
that God must glorified all things. 
His great love for God was deepened 
his prayer life, the Work God, 
which devoted twelve chapters his 
Rule and which insisted nothing 
preferred. 

That being was more important St. 
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Benedict than doing, example more 
necessary him than words, brought 
out also the Saint’s definition what 
kind man the Abbot ought de. 
said, “the Abbot should make his works 
square with what and that 
should guide his disciples “by twofold 
teaching,” first example, then 
words. 

St. Benedict’s disciples, too, were given 
similar directives. were constantly 
urged become lovers Christ. The 
Saint reminded them “to love Christ,” 
“to battle for Christ,” and “to prefer 
nothing whatever Christ.” 

The Saint himself was another Christ, 
following closely Christ the Gospel. 
Thus, his precepts have the spirit 
Christ, the spirit the Gospel with the 
fullness its perfection. not sur- 
prising, then, that the Rule entirely 
Christocentric. The disciples were urg- 
see Christ the Abbot, the sick, 
the guests. They were encouraged 
live faith. 

This spirit faith required humility. 
Because St. Benedict was truly humble, 
his actions and teachings reflected deep 
humility, which was inspiration his 
disciples. Although was the teacher 
the monastery, St. Benedict always 
manifested attitudes the learner. 
was docile, open suggestions, eager for 
counsel. For example, when legislat- 
for the order the psalms the 
Divine Office, stated that “‘if this dis- 
tribution psalms should perchance dis- 
please anyone, let such one order them 
differently, think another arrange- 
ment better.” closing his Rule 
hastened say that “this least rule 
written for beginning,” and that the 
pages the New Testament, the Fath- 
ers the Church, and the rule St. 
Basil, observed, would lead men the 
very heights perfection. For the Ab- 
bot ordered that “he all things with 
counsel,” indicating that “God often re- 


veals the youngest what best.” 

Aside from these and similar examples 
St. Benedict’s humility, there are his 
classical twelve degrees humility. 
They are the result the Saint’s own 
humble life. The last five degrees 
humility are the result the first seven, 
which are evidence deep and genuine 
interior humility. 

Reverence, virtue akin humility, 
another result St. Benedict’s love 
God. insisted not only reverence 
toward God, reverence prayer, and 
reverence toward others, but also 
reverence toward the tools the monas- 
tery, urging them regarded 
red vessels the recognized 
well the dignity man, community 
life, and work, and reverenced each 
accordingly. His reverence for man made 
allowances for individual differences. 
enabled him understand the needs and 
weaknesses youth and old age, ap- 
preciate all kinds characters, and 
discern every type temperament. 

Still another virtue which characterizes 
our Founder discretion moderation. 
himself was prudent, and that pru- 
dence shone forth all taught and 
legislated. sought “to temper all 
things that the strong would still have 
something strive for and the weak 
would not draw back,” overburdened 
discouraged. the administration 
corrections advised prudence, for, 
said, “the bruised reed must not 
Likewise, warned the Ab- 
bot against excessive severity, lest 
break the vessel effort remove 
the rust. The Abbot, St. Benedict urged 
further, must not anxious, exacting 
overzealous, lest overdrive his flock 
and suffer losses. Moderation was ad- 
vised eating, drinking, sleeping, 
talking fact, all the activities 
the monastic school. 

know, too, that St. Benedict, the 
teacher, was prompt and orderly, that 
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sought thoroughness study and 
work, and that exercised patience with 
the deficiencies his students. 

These qualities contributed St. Be- 
nedict’s excellence teacher. was 
remarkable teacher that his doctrine 
still effective today. After fourteen 
centuries his spirit alive and his ideals 
flourish the hearts thousands. 
this connection can readily see the 
application statement Cardinal Su- 
hard made Growth Decline, namely, 
given religious order had not been 
founded, given continent had not 
been explored, the Church would have 
neither the same form nor the same ex- 

can assume that St. Benedict had 
not lived, the Church the West would 
vastly different today. The same 
true, though course much lesser 
degree, every Benedictine teacher to- 
day. The true Benedictine teacher, one 
who his vows dedicated the study 
and imitation the ideals and virtues 
St. Benedict. 

true, one can Benedictine 
without being teacher, the strict 
sense the word, though all teach 
what are. But one cannot truly 
Benedictine teacher without being loyal 
follower St. Benedict. Fidelity the 
spirit the Rule which Benedictine 
has obligated himself vows, will de- 
termine the degree success may hope 

paramount importance the Bene- 
dictine teacher’s spirit. other words, 
what determines what does. His 
spirit must that St. Benedict, which 
identical with the spirit Christ, the 
spirit the Gospel. This the spirit 
which prefers nothing whatever the 
love God. the spirit wisdom 
which sets all things order. Thus, the 
primary work the Benedictine teacher, 
like that his Founder, must the 
Christianization the world, the bringing 
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men through Christ God, the 
Source truth. accomplish this the 
Benedictine teacher must think, judge, 
and act accordance with Christ’s ideals 
and teachings. And will this only 
himself another Christ, if, like St. 
Benedict, filled with “the spirit 
all the just,” the spirit charity. 
Motivated the glory God and the 
growth the Church, teaching will for 
him, first, service his fellow men. 
This precisely what Pope Pius asked 
for his encyclical Christian Education 
Youth, when said, “Perfect schools 
are the result not much good methods 
cherish pure and holy love for the youths 
confided them, because they love Jesus 
Christ and His 

Actually the Benedictine teacher does 
not seem differ greatly from any other 
religious teacher who sincere follower 
Christ and who has acquired the spirit 
Christ. But the Benedictine has the 
advantage forming, developing, and 
deepening this spirit the Church’s litur- 
gy, did St. Benedict. Fidelity the 
liturgy the Mass, the Sacraments, and 
the Opus Dei the work peculiar 
Benedictines through fourteen centuries— 
creates appreciation which seeks 
emphasize essentials: family life, prayer, 
and work. affords atmosphere 
which tends forget self and the indivi- 
dual favor the Mystical Body, the 
Church. 

The virtues, strong the life St. 
Benedict, are the unmistakable fruit 
liturgical prayer, which the Benedic- 
tines must prefer nothing. Humility, for 
example, will make the Benedictine teach- 
swift recognize his own intellectual 
limitations and respect the ability and 
accomplishments others. will dis- 
pose him the teacher, assume the atti- 
tude learner. All his life will add 
the store knowledge already pos- 
sesses. will prompt admit and 
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investigate truths not previously dis- 
covered understood. his search for 
truth, there will room for bias, half- 
truths, prejudice. 

Like St. Benedict, the Benedictine 
teacher will reverence God, persons, and 
things. His respect for the truth, where- 
ever discovered, will example 
and challenge his students. 

Nor his prudence less discernible. 
St. Benedict’s way moderation will 
guide his efforts, that extremes are 
avoided. his prudent disposition 
all things, the strong, average, and poor 
students will all receive adequate and 
proper 

will not matter whether the Benedic- 
tine teacher’s field religion, science, 
history mathematics, music litera- 
ture. Assuming that has 
edge his subject matter and average 
pedagogical skill (both factors which must 
not minimized), what will still 
the decisive factor for success his teach- 
ing. will, fact, succeed only inso- 
that, will leaven penetrating the 
lives his students and satisfying their 
need for ideal. What is, his ideals, 
convictions, and virtues will remember- 
long after the algebraic formulae 
grammar rules which has tried teach 
are forgotten. 

the light what has been said thus 
far, there need draw out the ob- 
vious. few general ideas regarding the 
Benedictine teacher language and 
literature will suffice. Because his 
understanding and love for the liturgy, 
the Benedictine teacher language and 
literature will more effective the 
teaching medieval literature, such 
the liturgical mystery and miracle plays. 
Many foreign customs, likewise, can 


explained only the light the liturgical 
tradition and background given 
foreign country. The interpretation 
many symbol employed poetry will 
intelligible only the light liturgical 
practice. Furthermore, atmosphere 
the liturgy, found Benedictine school, 
greatly favors the power and effective- 
ness the personal influence in- 
dividual teacher. 

When the Benedictine teacher drills 
grammar rules and correct sentence struc- 
ture points out the techniques well- 
written poem, short story novel, 
does much more than instill knowledge. 
His spirit and ideals become conspicuous 
while his pedagogical skills are work, 
and will teach, like St. Benedict, 
what says. His students will inevit- 
ably come desire the good, the Chris- 
tian ideal, incarnate their teacher. 

Thus while the true presented their 
intellects, the good made attractive 
their wills. Intellect and will are trained 
simultaneously. other words, knowl- 
edge made fruitful and longer re- 
mains sterile. happens, for example, 
the matter literary criticism. The 
Benedictine teacher, guided prudent 
moderation, will recommend neither the 
mediocre, nor the doubtful nor the dan- 
gerous his students. His own tried 
standards will become criteria for his stu- 
dents, both school and later life. 
result, the Benedictine teacher’s 
judgments and sense values will eventu- 
ally productive good circles be- 
yond the classroom and among persons 
beyond his direct sphere influence. 
Thus, while actually teaching litera- 
ture, also championing the cause 
Christ and the Church. fulfill- 
ing his vocation which glorify God. 
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ORE than one hundred religious, 
students, professors, and other lay 
people, were informally accosted the 
writer and asked mention the first three 
names that occurred them charac- 
ters the Old Testament. all the 
persons addressed, not more than ten 
fifteen mentioned women. 
named most frequently were Moses, 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. The 
names women mentioned were Eve, 
Ruth, Esther, Judith, and Deborah. 

This tendency think only the men 
Sacred Scripture reminds story 
told General Sherman who his march 
“from Atlanta the sea” relentlessly fer- 
reted out deserters and enemy, searching 
cellars and garrets. certain con- 
vent, all the men employed about the 
place had gone war, leaving one de- 
crepit little old man gardener, janitor, 
and male protector the nuns. One 
evening the Sisters had rumor that the 
general and his men were the march 
toward their convent. desperation, 
they asked the old man the look- 
out. They would the chapel and 
pray. Holding the only and rusty rifle 
found the barn, sat the second 
story theconvent. night darkened, 
the troops tramped into the convent 
grounds, halting right under the watch- 
man’s window. With his teeth chatter- 
ing fear, the brave little old defender 
piped high voice, “Please, General, 
pass on; we’se all wimmen folks here.” 

With suppressed chuckle, the general 

gave the command: “March on, boys, 

they’re all wimmen here.” 

first thought would seem that 
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Some Women the Old Testament 


Sister Romana O.S.B. 


the Old Testament, “they’re all men.” 
St. Matthew might give this impression 
for his Gospel the genealogy family 
tree Christ, from Abraham Joseph, 
the husband Mary Nazareth, men- 
tions only fourwomen. And these wom- 
were not entirely approved, are even 
reprobated, the Jews, namely, Thamar, 
Rahab, Ruth, and Bethsabee, the former 
wife Urias. One must not once con- 
clude that scriptural writers were anti- 
feminist. was simply the Jewish 
custom recording the head the fami- 
man. Throughout the books 
the Old Testament, however, frequent 
reference made women. Like 
golden thread heavy tapestry, their 
lives gleam out having profound in- 
fluence individuals, tribes, and king- 
doms. The women thus pointed are 
courageous, energetic, and thoroughly 
womanly, but like the typical “Vailant 
Woman” the Book Proverbs, must 
sought for. 

Eve.—The mother mankind, head- 
ing the list women the Old Testa- 
ment, needs introduction. Her story 
repeats itself down the ages. Every 
Christian man, woman, and child knows 
the brief story her fall. Eve must have 
been woman surpassing beauty 
evidence the Creator’s love forming 
for Adam, his first rational creature, 
helper like himself.”! She was the 
design pattern for the future genera- 
tions women. Mary, the second Eve 
and predestined Mother the Redeemer, 


All citations from Genesis are taken from the 
Confraternity Christian Doctrine version. 
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Although Eve was endowed with high 
natural qualities which were added 
many preternatural gifts, she was not yet 
confirmed grace. She had earn her 
promised reward, heaven. Was self- 
love mistaken ambition for her hus- 
band which made her listen eagerly the 
serpent and give the forbidden fruit 
Adam? The punishment death made 
itself felt all too soon when the lifeless 
body her son Abel was lying across her 
knees. How truly was she the first sor- 
rowful mother whose other son was 
fugitive fratricide. 

number women whose fate pro- 
vides fireside stories for children and 
warning inspiration their elders de- 
serve study and meditation. Among these 
might listed Lot’s wife, the wives 
the patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob: namely, Sara, Rebecca, and Rach- 
el, respectively; Putiphar’s wife who 
tempted the chaste Joseph Egypt; 
Mary Miriam, the sister Moses who 
contrived save him from the waters 
the Nile and maneuver his being 
adopted Pharao’s daughter; David’s 
wives, Bethsabee, the mother Solomon, 
and Michol, Saul’s daughter who scored 
David for dancing joy before the Ark 
the Covenant; the Queen Saba 
who came Solomon’s court witness 
its splendor and his far-famed wisdom; 
Ruth, Judith, Esther, and Susanna. 
Other names women made famous 
the Old Testament account the chosen 
people God could listed. The inter- 
play human emotions, ambitions, and 
sacrifices emphasized the influence 
women. They brought joy sorrow, 
peace anguish individuals and 
peoples. The typically feminine charac- 
ter these women high relief the 
Biblical accounts. 

using the words Holy Scripture, 
the opinions commentators, and the 
teachings the Fathers the Church, 
few these women might chosen for 


thumbnail sketches. Interest 
patriarchs reminds one the French 
saying, find the 
woman. The second part the Book 
Genesis (Chapters 12-50) shows the patri- 
archs, not only divinely appointed 
leaders the people, but also heads 
families. careful reading these 
chapters brings out much the private 
life Sara, Rebecca, and Rachel, wives 
these venerable leaders. 

Sara.—Less than two thousand years 
before the coming Christ, the Lord told 
Abram leave his country, his kindred, 
and his father’s house. “took Sarai 
his wife, Lot his brother’s son, all the 
property they had gathered, and the per- 
sons they had got Haran,” and passed 
into the land Chanaan. When 
famine came upon the land, Abram went 
Egypt. read complaint from 
Sarai thus having share her husband’s 
lonely mission. With love and courage 
she remained his side. 

Now Sarai was beautiful woman, 
and Abram feared that the Egyptians 
knew that she was his wife, they would 
kill him. She would then have pro- 
tector. said her, “Say you are 
sister that may treated well 
your account, and life may 
spared for your sake.” This was lie 
because, according some interpreters 
commentators, she was the daughter 
his brother Aran. oriental termin- 
ology the words brother and sister are 
used indicate cousins, nieces, and other 
relatives. 

When Pharao heard that Abram’s sis- 
ter was beautiful woman, had her 
brought his court, and Abram was 
treated wellon Israel Abra- 
hams indicates that Pharao had Sarai’s 
portrait done ceramics the wall 
his But when “the Lord 
struck Pharao and his household with 


Israel Abrahams, Jewish Life the Middle 
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great plagues because Sarai, Abram’s 
wife,” the ruler reproached Abram with 
his deceit and ordered him take his 
wife and his way. 

Now the Lord had promised Abram 
that should the leader numerous 
people, but had son. So, after ten 
years Sarai gave him his wife her 
Egyptian handmaid Agar. This plurali- 
wives was allowed the patriarchs 
and seems have continued during the 
time the law Agar soon be- 
gan despise her mistress, and the poor, 
jealous Sarai petulantly reproached Ab- 
ram. His answer shows that regarded 
Sarai mistress the household, for 
permitted her afflict Agar who ran 
away. But angel the Lord bade 
the slave wife return and humble her- 
self before her mistress. Restored the 
household, Agar brought forth Abram 
her son Ismael. 

Abram now became Abraham, mean- 
ing father the multitude, and Sarai’s 
name was changed Sara, meaning lady. 
They adopted their legal child the son 
Agar was the custom “under the 
Babylonian King Hammurabi, con- 
temporary Abraham, the year 2250 
B.C.... the turn the year 1901 
1902 stone column was dug the 
ruins the city Susa, which en- 
graved 282 paragraphs cuneiform 
characters” this Thus Sara saw 
that the destiny Abraham was 
furthered Agar and not her own 
motherhood. But God said Abraham: 
“Sara your wife shall bear you son, and 
you shall call his name 
fell his face and laughed, thinking 
his old age and the advanced years 
Sara. And when Sara heard the angel 
who was later entertained Abraham, 
she too laughed. But the Lord reproach- 
this laughter saying, “Is anything too 
The Holy Bible, ed. Rev. James Carey, 
New York: The Douay Bible House, 1938, 56. 


Michael Cardinal Faulhaber, The Women 
the Bible, Geo. Coldwell, 1938, 37. 
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wonderful for the Lord?” “But Sara de- 
nied it, saying, did not laugh’; for she 
was afraid. But ‘You did laugh’.” 

While awaiting the fulfillment this 
promise, Abram sojourned Gerara. 
Here, again, gave the impression that 
Sara was his sister. dream the Lord 
warned the King Gerara that Sara was 
married prophet who would pray for 
him. When the King rebuked Abraham, 
explained the kinship and his dread 
lest this place where there was fear 
God, they would kill him account 
his wife. Abimelech, King Gerara, 
gave him flocks and lands and vindicated 
the innocence Sara before all. 

due time Sara bore son, and Abra- 
ham called him Isaac. The root the 
word means laughter. But the 
old jealousy between Sara and Agar soon 
sprang again. saw the son 
Agar the Egyptian, whom she bore 
Abraham playing with her son Isaac. 
She said Abraham, ‘Cast out this slave- 
girl with her son; for the son this slave- 
girl not heir with son Isaac’.” 
St. Paul interprets this incident perse- 
cution Isaac. But the Lord took 
Sara’s part, telling Abraham heed her, 
Abraham dismissed Agar and her son 
whom had come love. 

mention made Sara’s coopera- 
tion the sublime faith and obedience 
Abraham when was commanded 
God sacrifice his son Isaac Sacred 
Scripture relates that arose the 
night set out this sacrificial journey 
accompanied Isaac, the intended vic- 
tim, and two young men. Perhaps her 
great love for Isaac might have hindered 
Abraham’s implicit obedience. Perhaps 
Abraham felt that the call was his and 
would given divine help carrying 
out. Perhaps Sara knew and cooperated 
silent anguish. The sacred writer does 
not tell us, but neither does the Gospel 
mention Mary’s cooperation the sacri- 
fice Calvary, except where St. John 
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lets know that she “stood the cross 
Jesus.” 

Sara died the age one hundred and 
twenty-seven years. Abraham mourned 
for her and bought double cave there 
where she had died among strangers 
the land Chanaan. Isaac and Ismael 
showed true filial piety some thirty-eight 
years later when, Abraham’s death, 
they buried their father the cave with 
Sara his wife devoted him during the 
vicissitudes many years. Thus, her 
youth, her motherhood, and her old 
age, Sara’s life glowed like mellow candle 
the background Abraham’s patri- 
archal calling. 

Rebecca.—Before Abraham died, 
charged the servant who was over his 
household find wife for Isaac, not 
from the Chanaanite women, but from 
among his own kindred. The servant 
then took ten his master’s camels and 
sundry valuables, and crossed the Euphra- 
tes into Mesopotamia, the land Abra- 
ham’s brother Nahor. the journey, 
the servant bargained with the Lord: 
“Lord, God master Abraham... 
say young woman, ‘Lower your jar 
that may drink,’ and she answers, 
‘Drink, and will also water your camels,’ 
she whom you have chosen for your 
servant Isaac.” 

“The young woman was very beauti- 
ful, virgin The maiden an- 
swered his request and offered draw 
water for the ten camels until they had 
finished drinking. Quite feat when one 
realizes the capacity camels store 
water! The man offered her rich jewels 
and asked whose daughter she was. 
she answered him, she offered hospitality 
and hurried ahead inform her mother’s 
household. brother hastily came 
see this man who offered his sister such 
gifts, and seconded the offer hospi- 
tality. Next morning Rebecca readily 
agreed return with Abraham’s servant. 


they approached the South country, 
Rebecca and her maids saw man about 
forty years old walking meditatively to- 
ward the road. the same time Isaac, 
for was he, suddenly saw the camels 
coming toward him. Rebecca alighted 
from the camel and asked who that man 
was. When the servant told her was 
his master, Rebecca covered her face with 
her veil. was customary for the 
betrothed until after the nuptial cere- 
After hearing the old servant’s 
account the answer his prayer, Isaac 
led Rebecca the tent his wife, and 
loved her much that was consoled 
for the loss his mother Sara. 


Now Rebecca was barren for twenty 
years, but Isaac prayed for his wife and 
she gave birth twins, Esau and Jacob. 
the years that followed, the sacred nar- 
rative shows Rebecca’s partiality for 
Jacob, who was quiet man staying 
among the tents, while his brother Esau 
was hunter. The return love which 
she may have given for Jacob’s great love 
seems have become motherly favor- 
itism the extent deceiving her hus- 
band who had grown feeble and his eye- 
sight had failed. urgency she ar- 
ranged for Jacob obtain his father’s 
last blessing. The story the deceit and 
misrepresentation disturbing the 
Western mind, but said 
istic Hebrew St. Augus- 
tine holds that Esau had already sold his 
birthright for mess pottage, hence 
calls this procedure mystery rather than 
any rate, God drew good out 
evil and furthered the divine election 
Jacob. 

final record Rebecca’s maternal 
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solicitude, the Book Genesis shows her 
urging Isaac send Jacob choose 
wife from among her people, lest marry 
Hethite woman. This move was also 
save Jacob from Esau’s threat kill 
him. further mention made 
Rebecca until chapter Genesis when 
Isaac ordered that buried with his 
wife Rebecca the cave where Abraham 
and Sara were buried. 


Rachel.—Rebecca’s brother Laban had 
two daughters, Lia who 
eyed and Rachel who “was shapely and 
beautiful.” soon Jacob saw Rach- 
coming with his uncle’s sheep, fell 
love with her. Apparently was 
empty purse and would not able 
give any commodity barter for 
bride. The fate unmarried daughters 
was their father’s hands, Jacob 
showed off his strength removing from 
the well the huge flat stone normally re- 
quiring the effort several men. Per- 
haps Laban would Unashamed 
his emotions, wept aloud the 
happy ending his journey. Kissing 
Rachel, told her who was, and Rach- 
went quickly tell her father. 

love never treated the 
Bible something ignoble; praised 
the deep attraction, willed and sancti- 
fied God, two young people for each 
Neither Jacob nor Rachel, how- 
ever, seemed remember the Hebrew 
custom marrying off the elder daughter 
first. when Jacob bargained with 
Laban, offering work seven years for 
the younger daughter, did not see the 
shrewd glint the father’s eye which 
might have said, “Provided get rid 
Lia was beginning the pay- 
ment his deceit toward his father and 
Esau. 

The seven years service Laban 
seemed but few days Jacob because 
Peter Ketter, Christ and Womankind, trans. 
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his great love for Rachel. When 
came claim his wife, the Jewish wedding 
customs were Laban’s favor. The be- 
trothed bride escorted friends carry- 
ing torches burning lamps; sometimes 
the bridegroom, too, escorted such 
procession. Laban prepared the wedding 
feast and had Lia brought in. “In the 
morning, Jacob’s amazement, was 
Lia.” his reproachful words, Laban 
reminded him the custom giving the 
first-born daughter first. The bargain 
had been made, and Jacob kept Lia; but 
Laban bargained for another seven years 
service for Rachel, whom gave 
Jacob after the week celebration for 
Lia was over. Here the sacred writer 
gives the yearning the human heart 
for monogamous marriage. Lia, though 
disliked Jacob, bore him children; 
Rachel, beloved, was childless. This 
made her one forgotten God. 

last depairing means, Rachel 
gave her maid Jacob, that she might 
adopt her offspring, and the children 
would her own. Later Lia did the 
same, that Jacob had eight sons. One 
day Lia’s eldest son brought some 
mandrakes for his mother. Rachel bar- 
gained for these herbs which were thought 
produce fertility. But the sacred 
writer says that God remembered Rach- 
el. joy she exclaimed that God had 
taken away her reproach, and she named 
her son Joseph. Lia also had two more 
sons. Could this herb have contained 
vitamin Modern science has de- 
monstrated the significance this vita- 
min the role reproduction. One 
source green leaves.® 

Rachel’s fidelity her husband and 
his continued love for her demonstrated 
when Jacob, after the birth Joseph, 
decided leave Laban and return his 
own people, his father Isaac the land 
Chanaan. Rachel had stolen some 
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her father’s household gods and out- 
witted him when, pursuing Jacob, 
demanded that the idols returned. 
Some scholars say that having such idols 
entitled the owner the family property. 
And Laban, Rachel declared, had pro- 
vided heritage for her for Lia 
any time during the twenty years Jacob 
had served him. Willingly, then, they 
went with their husband, and Rachel 
gave Jacob the idols buried 
Sichem. 

classic proof Jacob’s love for 
Rachel shown his preparing meet 
Esau whom had apprised his return 
Chanaan. When heard that his 
brother was coming meet him with 
four hundred men, placed the maids 
and their children first; that is, the 
most dangerous position case Esau 
came anger. Next placed Lia and 
her children, and the rear Rachel and 
Joseph. himself went ahead. But 
Esau ran him and embraced him. 

The household jealousies which Jacob 
shared with Rachel dart out little 
flames. Not only were the wives always 
bidding for preference, but the children 
showed great aversion for Joseph, 
Rachel’s first-born. This was augment- 
when Joseph brought his father 
bad report about his half-brothers all 
were pasturing their sheep. When Jacob 
showed his greater love for Rachel’s son 
giving him long tunic, the brothers 
refused even greet him. 

they journeyed from Bethel 
Hebron where Abraham had sojourned, 
Rachel gave birth her second son. 
her great pain, with her dying breath, 
she named him Benoni, meaning 
sorrow,” but his father called him 
Benjamin, meaning “joy.” This the 
only record the Old Testament 
woman dying The Em- 
manuel passed her grave the road 
from Bethlehem Jerusalem. Today 
Christian, Jewish, and Mohammedan 


pilgrims pause respect before the shrine 
faithful wifehood and sorrowful mother- 
hood. 


This composite portrait Rachel 
could touched many other re- 
ferences. Living among people who 
held the maxim “No salvation without 
marriage,” she could hardly expect 
the only wife. Knowing the business 
paying price for bride, she must have 
experienced joy the thought that the 
man who sought her hand would labor for 
love her the service her father. 
The toleration polygamy still saved her 
for the man who publicly had manifested 
his great and sudden love for her. “This 
idyllic meeting the well constantly 
reproduced pictures, which the most 
beautiful the design the Master 
Raphael, preserved the Vatican Corri- 
dor what called the Bible Raph- 

How Rachael must have shared the 
grief Jacob the unruly, passionate, 
and sinful lives his sons! She did not 
live know that her own beloved Joseph 
was not torn wild beast but honored 
and promoted Putiphar, the Egyptian 
captain the guard. She did not hear 
that, unlike his brothers, his chastity was 
victorious over the solicitations his 
master’s pagan wife. Rachel had closed 
her life before Jacob and his ten sons had 
twice gone Egypt buy food and grain 
from the handsome governor the land 
Egypt. Did she, from the other world, 
see the manly tears which overcame 
Joseph when first saw his younger 
brother whose life was exchange for her 
own! Jacob’s children, Joseph was 
the heir God’s election. Rachel’s 
life-long fidelity had triumphed her son. 

Ruth.—Long after the patriarchs and 
probably during the period the Judges, 
young pagan widow named Ruth pic- 
tured charming pen story filial 
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piety, modesty, and fidelity. loving 
solicitude for her Jewish mother-in-law, 
Neomi, she returned with her Israel 
after the famine had passed. She had re- 
nounced her idols and told 
people shall people, and thy God 
God.” 

The mutual love and understanding be- 
tween the two women shines through four 
chapters the Sacred Book. Because 
both were widows, the one too old re- 
marry, the other stranger from pagan 
land, there was little hope acquiring 
any social status security. all 
Ruth joined the poor who fol- 
lowed the reapers, gathering any grain 
which had been overlooked dropped. 
this way she earned meager living 
for the two. 

Booz, prosperous and seemingly elig- 
ible bachelor, noted the young Moabitess 
gleaning his field. Ruth reported 
Neomi that had spoken kindly her, 
urging her keep near his maids for 
security from any brazen approach the 
young men who were reaping. also 
said had heard her loyalty leaving 
her country comfort and support her 
mother-in-law. 

Neomi’s advice Ruth has been 
questioned the score prudence, but 
knowledge the climate 
customs the Holy Land helps ex- 
plain. The dry, hot days are sometimes 
followed very cool nights, and servant 
might appointed lie across the foot 
the bed warm the master’s feet. 
Young people can eased into under- 
standing this custom the story told 
American student Italy where 
there were furnaces other house 
warming device. could not sleep be- 
cause his feet were cold. When his host 
learned this, asked the young man 
let him know next evening when was 
ready for bed. Going together the 
room, the host threw back the covers. 
big cat leaped out, and the host urged 
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the student jump quickly while the 
bed was warm! 

Neomi advised her daughter-in-law 
attend the winnowing party given 
Booz, and wear her best garments. 
She added that Booz was related Ruth’s 
deceased husband, and might consider 
marrying her. Her instructions were 
note Booz when withdrew from the 
party, and lie his feet after had 
fallen asleep. 

After midnight Booz awoke and 
troubled astonishment asked who was 
there! Meekly Ruth answered that she 
was his kinswoman. Booz told her 
have fear, but get home soon 
was light enough, and tell one, for 
her reputation Bethlehem was good, 
and all the people said that she did not 
run after the young men, rich poor. 

daybreak sent her home with 
goodly measure grain. then went 
the market place and asked the elders 
sit with him until Ruth’s cousin-in-law 
should pass by. With these witnesses, 
Booz asked the young man wanted 
buy Neomi’s patch land and take 
Ruth his wife. The young man de- 
clined, for wanted his children 
named for him, not for Ruth’s husband 
was the custom. Thus Ruth became 
the wife Booz who “begot Obed 
Ruth. And Obed begot Jesse. And 
Jesse begot David the king.” Thus Ruth 
named the genealogy Christ. 
Leonard says that Booz chose her wid- 
his relative, one who chose the 
religion Israel, and one lovely 
personal virtue; that Neomi’s plans in- 
volved moral risk, but the cause was good, 
the means merely dangerous not bad— 
the persons concerned were virtuous, and 
the mother-in-law’s intention was en- 
tirely 

Judith.—Another widow praised the 
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The Hebrew text has not been preserved 
and this book not found the Prot- 
estant Bible. the Reformation. 
the Protestants decided, after period 
hesitation, include their Bible only 
those parts that constituted the original 
Hebrew Bible (together with the com- 
plete New 

This beautiful widow left the chaste 
privacy the upper part the house 
where she lived with her maids prayer 
and fasting, after the Assyrian army had 
cut off all water supplies. Her people 
were longer able fight against the 
general Holofernes and his invaders, 
she decided prayer and determination 
catch the general “‘in the net his own 
eyes her regard.” Furthermore, she 
asked that she might have the grace her- 
self despise him. 

Attended her maid, she gained per- 
mission from the guards approach the 
general’s tent. ‘These men were taken 
her beauty that they asked each other 
how they could despise people who had 
such women. The general allowed her 
freedom enter and leave the camp, 
partake her own food not break 
the laws her people, and finally invited 
her his tent for banquet, intending 
persuade her her own accord 
his. was looked upon shame- 
ful among the Assyrians, woman 
mock man.” 

lustful anticipation, Holofernes 
drank more than ever had before, 
and fell into drunken sleep. Judith 
then cut off his head with his own sword. 
Carrying the head the general, she told 
her people outside the camp seem 
make assault that the Assyrians 
12. Guide the Bible, Monks Maredsous, 


trans. Gerda Blumenthal, Springfield, 
Templegate, 1953, 20. 


could call out their master. When the 
captains saw their leader’s headless trunk, 
they fled all directions panic and fear. 

The question the minds many is: 
How could Judith praised when she 
exposed her chastity, encouraged drunken- 
ness, committed act treachery, and 
lied? answer involves several ideas. 
Sacred Scripture often records what 
not approved, and manifests the power 
God bringing good out evil. She 
did adorn herself the hope that the 
general would smitten beyond all 
prudence but she prayed protect- 
within her own heart and from out- 
ward harm. She allowed the man 
drink, but was his own wine, not hers. 
Her act treachery was the only avenue 
escape for her people who were the 
chosen people God and destined con- 
tinue and bring forth the Savior. 
the light her plan and consequent 
events, the lie could interpreted 
broad reservation. St. Thomas says that 
“Judith praised, not for lying Holo- 
fernes, but for her desire save the 

These reviews some women the 
Old Testament show truly feminine 
characters. Each accepted her role 
wife, mother, widow, or/and saviour 
her people. Amid the social changes 
their times, each faced the demands put 
upon her the circumstances her life. 
the light subsequent events, each 
was chosen Divine Providence 
distinct pattern womanly virtue, 
shining thread which appears and dis- 
appears the grand tapestry designed 
the Creator for the history His own 


chosen people. 
13. Summa Theologica, St. Thomas, trans. 
Fathers the English Dominican Province, New 


York: Benziger Brothers, Inc., 1947, II, 11, 
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Intellectual Discipline 
Rev. Marx Barron, O.P. 


PART 


three intellectual virtues the 

speculative order and especially 
knowledge science have copy- 
right upon confusion and misunderstand- 
ing the modern world. The market 
open both the speculative and the 
practical, and competition keen. One 
might venture suppose that patent 
had long since been applied for both 
art and prudence. Just science has 
been permitted usurp some the 
privileges and exercise the prestige wis- 
dom, has the nature both art and 
prudence been either misunderstood 
perverted. 

has been that the precise dis- 
tinction between the practical and specu- 
lative intellectual virtues that the for- 
mer have further end view, while the 
latter are ends themselves. Quite 
simply, art the practical tool for making 
something; prudence, the other hand, 
and doing. 

From the amount space accorded 
our world today, art might seem 
the most important practical intellec- 
tual virtue. Father Farrell says: 

would seem though our age had 

positive genius for picking the unim- 

portant and putting all stress it. 

With only two practical virtues 

choose from pass the one essen- 

tial human life, and exert our tre- 
mendous energies and undoubted in- 
genuity the one that not all 


essential. St. Paul, true, was 
clever craftsman; but I’m sure, hope- 


Intellectual Rev. Mark Barron, 
O.P., The Benedictine Review, Summer, 1955, 17. 
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fully sure, that heaven full saints 

who were clumsy with 

necessary distinction between art 
and prudence has already been suggested 
their respective definitions. Whereas 
art “the right ordering things 
made,” prudence “the right ordering 
things Having posed the 
question their distinction one from the 
other, Saint Thomas quotes Aristotle 
further explanation making and doing. 
The first, says, action, transient 
thing, passing from the maker into the 
things made. Doing, the other hand, 
immanent; has both its beginning and 
its end the doer. Thus, while the ar- 
tist sets his wits work something 
outside himself, the prudent man sets 
work upon himself; certain sense, 
artist human action, the fash- 
ioner his own destiny. 

distinction art from prudence 
which sometimes lost sight our 
judgment best movies, books, and 
plays, suggested Father Farrell: 

Art evidently incomplete im- 

perfect virtue; has relation the 

appetite man. atheist might 
fact artist who deliberately violates 
the rules art, like the carpenter who 
willfully hangs door incorrectly, com- 
mits less artistic sin than the 
blundering artist who does not know 
any better. But quite the opposite 
true prudence; man who deliberate- 
steers his actions the wrong direc- 
tion guilty sin, while the man who 


Walter Farrell, O.P., Companion the Summa, 
New York: Sheed and Ward, 1938, II, 187. 
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steers his action the same direction 

sin atall. The reason that prudence 
complete perfect virtue; makes 
the whole man good.* 

The distinction between art and pru- 
dence one thing over which secular 
educationists may yawn. and 
distinction these entities, all which 
share the name art, quite another. For 
the purposes this paper might dis- 
tinguish between what can called the 
liberal, servile, and fine arts. the 
same time must recognized that there 
great deal compenetration and 
within each these areas. 


Although the liberal arts are longer 
conceived the medieval terms the 
trivium and quadrivium, nevertheless the 
term serves electric spark igniting 
more heat than light among educators. 
The eminently practical nature the 
liberal arts evident from the statement 
that the raw material with which they 
deal the human person. They are the 
educationist, who either knows them 
not has scant respect them. 
means the liberal arts the minds 
students are developed, trained, formed 
enable the person live human- 
ly, gracefully, beautifully 
animals. time when progressive 
education particular and American 
educational standards general are un- 
dergoing “agonized re-appraisal” 
gainst background juvenile delin- 
quency and diminished mind,” the 
liberal arts are being surveyed with 
more critical and appreciative eye. Neith- 
science nor industry any longer re- 
garded omnicompetent. Atom and 
hydrogen bombs are hardly fit playthings 


for single-track-mind barbarians. 
“The definitive characteristic the 
servile arts,” writes Mortimer Adler, 


that the result the work done 


Farrell, op. cit., pp. 187-188. 


ple gives which the art 
making other men Such prac- 
tical and productive pursuits building, 
carpentry, home-making, etc., may ap- 
pear ordinary; but each, its own 
way, represents the skill the intellect 
command and can contribute the 
beauty truly human and useful life. 
Today, unfortunately, world where 
such words and phrases 
“automation,” “technological progress,” 
and “labor-saving devices” are familiar, 
there call for the human energy 
which might expended upon such simple 
works art.® 

has always been characteristic the 
truly great craftsmen the fine arts— 
and matter what their medium may 
that they not only hold mirror 
their times, but are themselves ahead 
their times. Much what being 
done the field contemporary fine arts 
cause for both controversy and con- 
fusion. Years ago Belloc spoke 
“aesthetic Like many 
others who know what they like instead 
liking what they know from patient 
study conformity with proper 
norms, Belloc forgot the function the 
artist relation his age. age 
when norms and standards have been 
more honored the breach than the 
observance, much that passes for art 
must pure counterfeit, and charlatans 
rule the day. “If the artist,” writes 
Father Slavin, the useful fine 
arts, fails the ordination means 
Mortimer Adler, Prudence, New York: 
Longmans, Green and Co., 1937, 433. 
this connection has been remarked more 
than once that our passion for the functional 
are achieving that and more. Does any- 
one suppose that the discriminating director 
art museum five hundred years our atomic 
future will consider significantly illustrative 
the homely artistic effort our age mass- 
produced, streamlined, stainless-steel container 
for liquor, designed perhaps Raymond Loewy, 
but sans all adornment? 


Hilaire Belloc, Survivals and New Arrivals, 
New York: Macmillan, 1929, 219. 
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end, then does not possess the habit 
What very often passes for 
fine art today far cry from the classic 
austerity the days the composer 
Gluck, who wrote, the preface his 
Alceste: “Simplicity and Truth are the 
sole principles the beautiful Art.” 
Prudence more familiar from its 
enumeration among the moral cardinal 
virtues, the function which enable 
one live what called “the good life.” 
But prudence likewise intellectual 
virtue. Father Farrell points out that 
“is really hybrid virtue, half intellec- 
tual, half moral. located the in- 
tellect, but the material with which 
deals distinctly moral material, namely, 
human acts; prudence works the acts 
seeing, hearing, thinking, willing, lov- 
ing, and “is condition,” 
says Doctor Adler, “of the good activity 
the will facing practical 
Likewise worthy mention and re- 
membrance the long up-hill work 
education final distinction between 
the speculative and the practical, the in- 
tellectual and the moral order. Science 
based upon principles, the virtue 
which understanding. the principles 
false, then the resultant science false. 
Prudence, the other hand, takes its 
stand Or, rather, the ends 
human action, which prudence the 
virtue, are its principles. act good 
bad even the end, the reason for 
which the act was performed, good 
bad. Humphrey Desmond 
inquire: “Are the things pursue all 
respects worthwhile? not, then are 
running away from our own good— 
Robert Slavin, O.P., Essential 
Features the Philosophy Education 
Saint Thomas,” ings the American 
Catholic Philosophical Association (Washington: 
Catholic University America, 1937), 32. 


Farrell, op. cit., 188. 
10. Adler, op. cit., 219. 
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speeding ‘down the arches the years,’ 
self-betrayed and 

Present throughout this discussion has 
been the necessity more intimate re- 
lationship between education and the 
intellectual virtues, singly and the full 
panoply their power. One can hope 
come more eloquent conclusion 
than quoting the remarks Scott 
Buchanan, long associated with St. John’s 
College, Annapolis, Maryland, his 
Search Liberal College: 


are using the old language when 
say that all education swings around 
the definition man racional 
animal. here may not mean 
what does the contemporary bi- 
oligist; the old language means 
that man living substance which 
has the properties, faculties, 
corporeal substance general together 
with the vegetable faculties nourish- 
ment and growth, and addition the 
capacity self-movement locomo- 
tion and sensation. Rational does not 
mean simply the capacity 
manner, but rather that addition 
and through his animal capacities men 
can grasp abstract principles 
kind intuitive power has the 
preliminary discipline, that can 
reason mathematically with symbols 
and deductively with syllogisms 
other formal logical devices, that 
can see principles changing things, 
that can make and changing 
things the light scientific princi- 
ples, opinions, and imagined patterns, 
that all these powers may brought 
into integrated action the conduct 
his life and his deliberations and 
decisions. This what means 
say, man has intellectual faculties 
which when trained, constitute his 
intellectual virtues: when realized issue 
thinking, learning, and knowing.” 


11. Humphrey Desmond, Ways Courage, 
St. Louis: 1927, pp. 86-87. 

12. Op. cit., ch. Monastic 
pp. 6-7. 
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THE ESSENTIAL CHARACTER THE BENEDICTINE SPIRIT 


(Continued from page eleven) 


tion the different characters, fact even 
serve these (basic disposition ob- 
principle: each one receive according 
quantitative equality. The monks are 
exhorted obey one another; yes, 
norm conduct that everyone should 
rather that which benefits another 
rather than that which advantage 
himself. 

What demanded not merely 
friendly living with one another, but some- 
thing deep and holy, something that 
awakens and develops power namely, 
mutual charity. There are prescrip- 
tions for private prayer other than that 
the monk should follow the inspirations 
grace. the objective means sanc- 
tification that are offered, each one 
draw simply according his capacity. 
The learned theologian well the un- 
educated lay brother read the Holy Scrip- 
tures and each his own way derives 
therefrom the nourishment that suits his 
interior life. The manifold activity 
the monastery, which itself produce 
all the necessities life far possible, 
embraces rich variety occupational 
opportunities, that every kind talent: 
theoretical, practical, organizational, agri- 
cultural, artistic, educational, can duly 
exercised therein. Whoever studies the 
astounding refinement St. Benedict’s 
pedagogy will see with what loving care 
strives justice every individual. 
Read, for instance, his penitential code. 

But St. Benedict also knows that free- 
dom personality must not mean un- 
restrained and inconsiderate living 
accord with one’s nature. This why 
obedience plays for him such important 
role. Obedience the school that fash- 
ions the individual. The community 


the check against abuses that may arise. 

There still another point which 
great importance for the development 
the individual: the vow stability. 
this vow that the monastery be- 
comes conjoined and indissoluble family. 
the abbey becomes deeply rooted 
the soil and its environment, and 
creates home that possesses within it- 
self all the elements that otherwise con- 
ceive belonging it. How much more 
deeply rooted, closer the soil, one would 
like say how much more human, must 
spirit become that remains closely 
bound its maternal soil, nature. All 
that modern pedagogy attempts the 
most diverse ways order give back 
these values its pupils, given here 
unsurpassable form. Without 
principle the monasteries would never 
have achieved their cultural importance. 
Upon this principle Benedictine pedagogy 
based. The teacher lives from the 
strength the soil which rooted, 
and the family which belongs; 
the pupil for his part grows into the life 
participation the family-community, 
strikes root himself certain sense 
the same soil and wins there footing and 
firmness. 

sign the development the entire 
man the Benedictine spiritual structure 
can seen the fact that Benedictine 
monachism has always preferred those 
fields endeavor that embrace man 
his totality, such the professions 
education missionary work, where 
question scientific study, those 
that afford room for wide point view, 
such the study Holy Scripture, 
the Church Fathers, philosophy, 
history. Nothing more unsuitable for 
the Benedictine spirit than restriction 
the smallest part narrow field 
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research such the natural sciences de- 
mand today. 

Besides the union with community, 
which the manner which realized 
Benedictine monachism beneficial 
the individual both from the natural 
and the supernatural viewpoint, there 
another structural element allied ob- 
jectivity this sense form. 

itself the subject obscure, unform- 
ed, arbitrary. The object, however, 
formed, regulated. Hence structure 
objectivity will itself bring the form, 
and this not something external, but 
means expression for the essence 
the object will strike anyone 
who reads St. Benedict’s Rule how much 
the external form emphasized therein 
and how highly esteemed its value 
expression the form the soul. 
There such thing letting oneself 
go; hasty rushing around, unrestrained 
laughter, the untimely witty remark, loud 
talking, curious glances are strictly for- 
bidden. Rules are given for politeness 
speaking, for rising from one’s place 
and for remaining seated; gravity and 
modesty (gravitas modestia) are com- 
mended. They are the forms the ex- 
pression for that state soul which re- 
sults from the realization God’s pres- 
ence. 

This actually one the things 
noticed laymen who visit Benedic- 
tine abbey the solemnity that sur- 
rounds the guest, the stillness and dignity 
the sombre rooms, the calmness and 
evenness movement, the measured, 
earnest walking. This not artificial 
compulsion, but the espression form- 
interior. Herein lies the reason for 
the solemn celebration the liturgy. 
The form the liturgical action not 
visioned something external, indiffer- 
ent, but essential expression, the em- 
bodiment its meaningful content and 
the accompanying words prayer. 
the soul itself forms essential unity 
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with the body, also liturgical prayer, 
spiritual content and sensible form join 
into essential unity, the harmonious 
expression the servitium divinum the 
part the entire man. 

The spirit divine service gives form 
Benedictine life work likewise. Serv- 
ing the community and reading table 
are sanctified blessing church. 
All tools are they were 
the sacred vessels the altar. 


The Monastery Provides Atmosphere 
Conducive the Cultivation Art 


Out such disposition there must 
arise the cultivation art. Art the 
fashioned idea. The striving after form, 
after sacred form, fashions the surround- 
ings according beauty and usefulness. 
Where there ancient abbey which 
art would have found place refuge; 
indeed, one could say, that did not de- 
velop out the sense the artistic? 
list names were superfluous, since for 
centuries the monasteries were the only 
transmitters the cultivation the arts. 
lately too, the Benedictine abbeys, 
preference for severely objective art 
has made itself felt, this can explained 
precisely the fundamental character- 
istic objectivity which basic for the 
form Benedictine spirituality. 

still further working out the sense 
form can traced the course 
Benedictine history: the high esteem giv- 
classical studies. Everything that 
has been preserved the Greek and 
Roman classics due the silent copy- 
ists monastic cells. Despite the often 
far from pious content, the monks did not 
shrink from the labor, because their 
love for the classical form. Even today 
most the monasteries are centers 
humanistic culture. The Benedictine 
soul, very closely related the Roman 
spirit, finds the classical form the ex- 
pression best fitted for its nature. 

The characteristics here discussed seem 


its 
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the essential structural elements 
the Benedictine spirit. The finality 
its structure basic for the whole. 
Nowhere does purpose dominate and 
direct the spiritual line force de- 
termined side. With organic freedom the 
monastery builds itself into time and 
space, always preserving the balance 
moderation between “obliged to” and 
“able to” its demands. 

the perfect realization the ideal 
Christian life which according its very 
nature not attainable the individual 
such, but can obtained only 
means the supernatural community. 

have seen that humility the sense 
perfect readiness the work God 
the basic disposition the soul; that 
its general working out all spheres 
the objective. This again includes two 
elements within itself: community spirit 
and sense form. 


The Essential Benedictine 
Characteristics Summary 


Expressed short antitheses these 
must not course exaggerated since 
matter light, accentual emphasis, 
not sharp contrast the Benedictine 
structure means structure determined 
end, not one based purpose; 
theocentric outlook, not anthropocentric; 
the primacy grace over the efforts 
the will; objectivity, not subjectivism; 
solidarity, not individualism; and yet 
another sense, individualism opposition 
centralism; emphasis form, not 
formlessness; smothering the essen- 
tial overgrowth the accidental, 
but constant holding fast the great 
line early Christian tradition. 

clear that the modern soul does 
not possess all these structural elements. 


was this sense that spoke the 
untimeliness Benedictine monachism. 
Today, ever, becoming monk means 
conversio, transformation, learning 
anew, change thought and mind. 
the other hand, there much Bene- 
dictine spiritual structure that suits the 
modern man because the former’s 
timeless general validity. What here 
pictured the ideal plan this structure. 
The fact that not realized every 
individual argument against either 
its form its validity, for not be- 
stowed along with the monastic habit, 
but held the “goal inner maturi- 
ty” far this depends upon the 
individual. 

mention has here been made the 
dangers this structure. They are clear 
enough the observant reader, especial- 
Benedictine monachism. Where there 
such independence, where powerful pro- 
tection the individual, there pulsating 
life can develop, but there also abuses can 
enter in. Where there strong attach- 
ment the objective, there splendid 
accomplishments can obtained, but 
restricting passivity can also found. 
Where there close union communi- 
ty, there the individual can find much help 
and joy work, but there possible also 
dissatisfaction and degeneration. 

recent decades Benedictine monach- 
ism has blossomed forth mightily. The 
upward surge has depended small 
degree upon return the essential 


elements the Benedictine spirit. 
the belief the writer that any further 
fruitful development will take place only 
the degree that monasticism seeks con- 
sciously and exclusively realize its own 
peculiar type religious life. 
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With Other Benedictine Sisters 


Benet 


Holy Family Convent the Missionary 
Sisters St. Benedict received two postu- 
lants the fall, Miss Gertrude Nenoff, 
Fort George Meade, Maryland, and 
Miss Rose McGarty, Providence, Rhode 
Island. 


The Abbot Primate honored the com- 
munity with visit September and 
celebrated Mass the convent chapel. 


CONNECTICUT 


Ceremonies profession and consecra- 
tion for Sister John the Baptist were held 
May the presence the Most Rev. 
Archbishop. The Very Rev. Damasus 
Winzen, O.S.B., prior Mount Saviour, 
Elmira, New York, delivered the sermon. 

The Abbot Primate was guest 
Regina Laudis Labor Day. cele- 
brated Mass and gave conference the 
Sisters. The Rev. Michael Ducey, O.S. 
B., Weston Priory, Vermont, accom- 
panied the Abbot Primate. 

October 28, the Right Rev. Leo 
Rudloff, abbot Dormition Abbey, Jeru- 
salem, presided the investiture our 
senior postulant who received the name 
Sister Pia. 

The Right Rev. Ignatius Esser, 
archabbot St. Meinrad’s, St. Meinrad, 
Indiana, presided the perpetual pro- 
fession and consecration Sister Mary 
James November 21. Guests for the 
occasion were the Rev. James Reid, O.S. 
B., who had received Sister Mary James 
into the Catholic Church some eight years 
ago, and Sister Maureen, O.S.B., St. 
Joseph, Minnesota, now student the 
Norwich State Hospital. 
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During the fall months, the Ladies 
Eucharistic Guild St. Aidan’s Church, 
New Haven, sponsored short lecture 
series the liturgy. Among the speak- 
ers selected with the cooperation the 
Sisters were the Rev. Benedict Brosnahan, 
St. Anselm’s Priory, Washington, 
D.C., Abbot Leo Rudloff, and Father 
Damasus. 

Abbot Leo opened the annual retreat 
for the Sisters Regina Laudis the 
First Sunday Advent. based his 
conferences the spirit St. Benedict. 

The new translation the Exercises 
St. Gertrude has gone the press. Publi- 
cation planned for March April. 


Bismarck, 


Retreat master for two the summer 
retreats was the Rev. Gerard 
mann St. Meinrad’s Archabbey, who 
also gave series lectures the Holy 
Rule. Abbot Aidan Portsmouth Prio- 
conducted the third retreat August. 

Members the community studied 
Marquette and St. Louis universities, and 
the College St. Thomas, St. Cathe- 
rine, Cardinal Stritch, and Mount Marty 
during the summer months. Sisters 
Bismarck spent part the summer 
crafts workshop preparing articles for 
series autumn and winter sales for the 
current Building Fund. 

Sister Verena Braegelmann, eldest 
member the community, who had cele- 
brated her golden jubilee profession 
1950, died August 12. Though retired 
from teaching, Sister Verena was active 
several missions; she had been ill only 
few days before her death. 

The community terminated its ad- 


es 
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ministration Bowman’s Tri-State Hos- 
pital November. The personnel for- 
merly assigned Bowman has been called 
upon reinforce other staffs need 
replacements. Sister Rita Miller became 
registered physical therapist Septem- 
ber completion her training St. 
John’s Hospital, Springfield, 


Missouri 


The Very Rev. Conrad Louis, 
St. Meinrad’s Archabbey, conducted 
six-weeks course Sacred Scripture 
during June and July. 

Large groups boys who attended the 
Conception Seminary Week June came 
daily throughout the week visit the 
chapels, the print shop, and other points 
interest the convent. 

The Most Rev. John Cody, apostolic 
administrator the diocese St. Joseph, 
Missouri, officiated the ceremony in- 
vestment ten postulants with the Bene- 
dictine habit September this 
day also the following young women made 
perpetual vows: Sister Regina Arnold, 
Sister Marietta Crahan, and Sister Marci- 
ana Leonard. 

renovation, expansion, and painting 
program has brought the addition 
new kitchen, bakery, and refrigeration 
plant, along with other improvements 
the convent proper and the print shop. 

Early November the remains the 
departed members the Clyde Congrega- 
tion which have rested small ceme- 
tery west the convent were disinterred 
site southeast the convent, laid 
out for cemetery about two years ago. 
The plot was blessed with the simple rite 
the feast All Saints the Benedic- 
tine Order the chaplain, Father 
Frederic, pending the solemn consecration 
the Bishop after Easter. 

The Most Rev. Edwin Byrne, Arch- 
bishop Santa Fe, New Mexico, was 
visitor the convent during Thanksgiv- 
ing week. 


Kentucky 


The Benedictine Sisters Covington, 
September 16, elected their Mother 
Prioress, Sister Mary Hilda, who the 
time was serving administrator San- 
Hospital, Junta, Colorado. 
Mother Hilda succeeds Mother Domitilla, 
who has served the community devotedly 
for the past twelve years. 


the request the Bishop, the Sis- 
ters spent eight weeks the summer 
supervising the dining room the Mary- 
dale Diocesan Camp for Young People. 


The following novices were clothed 
the Benedictine habit July Sister 
Stanislaus, Sister Josepha, Sister Vivian, 
Sister Kevin, and Sister Mariana. 


The same day was silver jubilee occa- 
sion for Sister Stella Kelz, Sister Emily 
Meyer, Sister Jean Regan, Sister Lea 
McGuire, Sister Camilla Powers, Sister 
Eloise Ring, Sister Benigna Gertslacher, 
Sister Rosalia Dixon, and Sister Lucille 
Thesing. Sister Sales Fox observed 
her golden jubilee August 10. 

August was profession day for both 
scholastics and novices. The following 
made perpetual vows: Sister Andrew 
Hellman, Sister Philip Jansen, Sister Bar- 
tholomew Gough, Sister Benita Reis, 
Sister Karen Boberg, Sister Alesandra 
Stuart, and Sister Peter Youtsey. Those 
making triennial vows were Sister Joachim 
Poole, Sister Georgine Rinear, Sister As- 
sunta Sweetman, Sister Imelda Kinnett, 
and Sister Joseph Marie Klingenberg. 


During the summer Sister students 
were widely dispersed their pursuit 
higher education. Seven were attend- 
ance the Catholic University Ameri- 
ca, Washington, D.C.; two the St. 
Louis University, two the University 
Notre Dame; two the College St. 
Catherine, St. Paul, Minnesota; two 
St. Cloud Hospital, St. Cloud, Minne- 
sota; one St. Elizabeth Hospital, Cov- 
ington; one Mariemont Hospital, Cin- 
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cinnati; thirty-four Villa Madonna 
College Covington. 

Sister Emily, art director Villa 
Madonna Academy, served the faculty 
the art department Catholic Uni- 
versity, Washington, D.C., during the 
summer session. November she was 
appointed represent the Catholic 
schools Covington the Art Section 
UNESCO, which met Cincinnati. 

Sister Wendeline was the summer 
faculty the Benedictine College the 
Immaculate Conception, Ferdinand, Indi- 
ana. 

Six Sisters were engaged catechetical 
work vacation schools Colorado dur- 
ing June and July, and five taught vaca- 
tion schools Kentucky. 

The annual two-day Teachers Confer- 
ence the Benedictine Sisters Coving- 
ton was held August 16-17. “Guiding 
Youth Intellectual Crossroads” was 
the theme the secondary level. The 
elementary teachers engaged workshop 
activities devoted “Art through the 
Year.” 

part the diocesan program for the 
education exceptional children, the 
Bishop September authorized the ap- 
pointment two full-time teachers 
conduct classes for exceptional children. 
One these classes conducted Sis- 
ter Wendeline parochial school the 
city. Sister Esther charge group 
sponsored the Cerebral Palsy League 
Covington. 

Sister Irmina attended the meeting 
the Kentucky Association Registrars 
the University Kentucky, Lexing- 
ton, October 26, and gave report the 
national meeting the American Associ- 
ation Collegiate Registrars, which she 
attended Boston last April. 

member the State Fulbright 
Committee, Sister Irmina, November 
12, attended the meeting the commit- 
tee called the University Kentucky, 
Lexington, review applications. 
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Villa Madonna Academy was hostess 
the Kentucky Chapter the Interna- 
tional Federation Catholic Alumnae, 
which met Covington November 12-13. 
St. Walburg Alumnae drew the Sisters 
Scholarship, given the Kentucky 
Chapter, which entitles Sister summer 
school tuition. 

Sister Perpetua, member the Com- 
mittee the Conference Religious 
the National Catholic Charities, parti- 
cipated the workshop the “Unique 
Contribution Group Living the 
Child the conducted the 
quarterly meeting the society, held 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, November 5-10. 


MINNESOTA 


The Spanish education program the 
Crookston diocese conducted two migrant 
Mexican schools for five-weeks summer 
session beginning June 18. Staffed 
twenty-six Sisters and enrolling three 
hundred thirty children, the schools were 
located Moorhead and Crookston. 

The Most Rev. Peter Bartholome 
St. Cloud, Minnesota, officiated the 
laying the cornerstone St. John’s 
Hospital, Browerville, Minnesota, June 
24. 

July five young women were re- 
ceived into the novitiate. July 
nine novices made triennial vows, five 
Sisters made perpetual vows, and nine 
Sisters celebrated their silver jubilee 
profession. 

new residence for the chaplain St. 
John’s Hospital, Red Lake Falls, Min- 
nesota, now under construction. 

Sister Anne, laboratory and x-ray tech- 
nician St. Mary’s Hospital, Detroit 
Lakes, Minnesota, has been elected secre- 
tary the State X-ray Technicians asso- 
ciation. 


ALABAMA 


Sisters from Sacred Heart Convent 
taught religious vacation 
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throughout the diocese Mobile-Bir- 
mingham and several parishes the 
diocese Natchez, Mississippi. 

Attending summer school Sacred 
Heart Junior College were representatives 
the following sisterhoods: Sisters the 
Most Blessed Trinity, Sisters St. Jo- 
seph, Sisters Notre Dame Namur, 
Sisters the Blessed Sacrament, Sisters 
the Most Holy Sacrament, Sisters 
Loretto, Sisters the Holy Ghost, Sisters 
Mercy, well local Benedictine Sis- 
ters. Visiting professors were the Rev. 
Vincent Sheppard, O.S.B., and the Rev. 
Colman Geerken, O.S.B., St. Bernard’s 
Abbey; Sister Angelis and Sister Dolo- 
retta Cleveland, Ohio; and Sister Jus- 
tin, from Baden, Pennsylvania. 

workshop for the revision the 
Teachers’ Guides used the schools 
the dioceses Mobile-Birmingham and 
Savannah-Atlanta was conducted Sac- 
red Heart from June August 
Under the direction Sister Gerard, O.P. 
Sinsinawa, Wisconsin. 

the end the summer, three mem- 
bers received the master arts degrees: 
Sister Eulalia McCormick, University 
Notre Dame; Sister Martha Dowd, George 
Peabody College for Teachers; Sister Be- 
nedicta Karter, the Catholic University 
America. 

Beginning new duties this September 
were Sister Mary Lourdes Michel, direc- 
tor studies and teacher-training for the 
community; Sister Alice Marie Hoelscher, 
registrar and counselor for the Junior Col- 
lege; Sister Patricia Hitt, diocesan super- 
visor. 

Sister Bernadette Friehammer died 
September having been member 
the community since 1925. Most her 
teaching career was spent St. Paul’s 
Birmingham. 

Sister Marie Varley made triennial vows 
September and Sister Mary Bertha 
True made perpetual vows October 
The Right Rev. Bede Luibel, O.S.B., 


St. Bernard’s Abbey, officiated both 
ceremonies. 

January 25, Sister Mary Adrian 
McLean and Sister Mary William Ander- 
son made triennial vows and four pos- 
tulants were clothed the Benedictine 
habit. 


MINNESOTA 


The annual three-day retreat for the 
Benedictine Mothers all houses the 
United States was held Villa Sancta 
Scholastica, October 9-12. The Rev. 
Godfrey Diekmann, O.S.B., St. John’s 
Abbey, Collegeville, Minnesota, was re- 
treat master. Forty Mothers attended. 
Simultaneously with the retreat was 
workshop for novice mistresses. The 
Rev. David Kinish, O.S.B., St. Benedict’s 
Abbey, Atchison, Kansas, was general co- 
ordinator. Four priests served leaders 
the workshop: The Rev. Paschal Botz, 
and the Rev. Michael Marx, both St. 
John’s Abbey; the Rev. Matthias Burger, 
Mt. Angel, Oregon; and the Rev. Dama- 
sus Winzen, Mt. Saviour, Elmira, New 
York. talks were given the close 
retreat Mother Mildred Mexico 
City, and Mother Benedict Bethlehem, 
Connecticut. 

Father David remained for few days 
after the retreat give series con- 
ferences for the Sisters the Consecra- 
tion Virgins. The Duluth Benedic- 
tines held their first ceremony Con- 
secration December 27. Thirty the 
Sisters resident the motherhouse were 
privileged receive consecration this 
time, with the Right Rev. Baldwin Dwor- 
schak, O.S.B., abbot St. John’s Abbey, 
officiating. 

Nine Sisters the community are at- 
tending school this year, eight the 
United States and one Europe. Sister 
Raymond Regina Mundi, Rome, 
institute higher studies for religious 
women. She specializing Church 
history, canon law for religious, and 
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Archaeology. Sister Felicitas continues 
psychiatric nursing the Catholic Uni- 
versity America, Washington, D.C. 
St. Louis University, Sister Marybelle 
taking courses hospital administra- 
tion, and Sister Grace Marie working 
toward master’s degree dietetics. 
the College St. Catherine, St. Paul, 
Minnesota, Sister Estelle studying 
physical therapy. Sister Scholastica 
working English the University 
Minnesota, and Sister Wendelin study- 
ing Spanish Loyola Chicago, while 
Sister Donalda doing master’s work 
music the Eastman School Music, 
Rochester, New York. 

successful has been the chanting 
Lauds, the Little Hours, and Vespers 
English, that the community chanted and 
sang the Office Christmas the ver- 
nacular this year. Students, given copies 
Compline English, are now singing 
Compline each night chapel with the 
Sisters. 

Community Sketches, community 
paper started last year, again appear- 
ing. Its purpose offer opportuni- 
for all the missions communicate 
with each other and the motherhouse 
informal manner. 

Sister Verona has been appointed vice- 
president the College Mother Mar- 
tina, president. Sister Verona, who has 
her master’s degree science, has been 
taking courses the University Min- 
nesota college administration since Sep- 
tember, and will assume her new duties 
after the first the year. September, 
Sister Roberta was appointed supervisor 
the elementary schools staffed the 
community. 

The College St. Scholastica was host 
fall conference held for the English 
departments private liberal arts col- 
leges Minnesota. 

Just off the press Second Look, 
statistical report poll taken the 
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students the college 1941-51. The re- 
search program was financed the Louis 
and Maud Hill Family Foundation, 
Minneapolis. Sister Digna, who had 
charge the research program, now 
preparing the material for publication 
popular style. 

Sister Antonine, college librarian, was 
elected chairman the college section 
the Minnesota-Dakota unit the Cath- 
olic Library Association. 

new venture help solve the problem 
the shortage Sisters was introduced 
this year Mother Martina. Worthy 
young women with two years college 
work, who are unable finance further 
education, are given opportunity 
complete their education and teach half- 
days the parochial grade-schools. Ten 
young women are now teaching the 
Duluth schools under this plan. 


WISCONSIN 


The second ceremony Consecration 
Virgins was held St. Bede’s Priory 
December 27, with thirty-two Sisters 
sharing the privilege. The ceremony was 
held St. Patrick’s Church with the 
Right Rev. Bonaventure Knaebel, 
archabbot St. Meinrad’s presiding. 
Bishop Treacy had officiated cere- 
mony for twenty-four previous occa- 
tion August 28. 

Two profession ceremonies were held 
during the summer. July 11, Sister 
Monica Mai and Sister Catherine Geb- 
hard made perpetual vows, while Sister 
Bernard Heit made triennial vows. 
August 15, Sister Clarita Selz made per- 
petual vows and Sister Anne Moran was 
admitted totriennial vows. Sister Muriel 
and Sister Fridolin observed their silver 
jubilee July 11. 

With the close college summer ses- 
sions, six Sisters completed work required 
for degree certificate. Sister Maxine 
received her master’s degree chemistry 
from Marquette University, Sister Drusil- 
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completed work the College St. 
Benedict, Sister Alexia earned bachelor’s 
degree library science from the College 
St. Catherine, and Sister Catherine was 
graduated from the St. Cloud School 
Nursing. Sister Thomasella received her 
certificate x-ray from the St. Francis 
School Nursing, LaCrosse, Wisconsin, 
and Sister Fridolin passed the state 
examination which entitles her cer- 
tificate licensed practical nurse. 

Sister Alicene read paper Eleanore 
Aquitaine meeting the Language 
and Literature Section the American 
Benedictine Academy held Yankton, 
South Dakota, late August. ar- 
ticle Sister Denis entitled 
Special Vocabularies and Increase Speed” 
appeared recent issue the Business 
Teacher. 

Sister Agnesine has been appointed 
postulant mistress St. Bede’s and Sis- 
ter Mabel now novice mistress. 

fill the vacancy the high school 
staffed St. Bede’s Priory, exchange 
was effected with St. Paul’s Priory. Sister 
Charles teaching Regis High School 
Eau Claire, while Sister Muriel teach- 
ing St. Bernard’s grade school St. 
Paul. 


New JERSEY 


September 12, the Benedictine 
Academy Elizabeth began its fall term 
with record enrollment three hundred, 
more than one hundred whom are fresh- 
men. increase numbers accom- 
modated the recently erected building, 
which includes eight classrooms, cafe- 
teria, and gymnasium. 

The Benedictine Academy Paterson 
moved into new quarters the first week 
October. November 25, Bishop 
McNulty presided the blessing the 
building and the erection the Stations 
the Cross. The students rejoiced 
the transfer from the crowded business 
section the twelve-acre estate which 


their school now stands. 

Evidence community growth seen 
the ten postulants who are receive 
the habit January Febru- 
ary, five novices will make triennial vows. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


June Sister Maria, Sister Roberta, 
and Sister Mary Louis were graduated 
from Villa Maria College, Erie. Many 
Sisters were enrolled there and Mercy- 
hurst College for the summer session. 
the graduate level, Sister Marie Clair and 
Sister Charles were enrolled the Uni- 
versity New York and Pius Sister 
Antoinette, Sister Martin, Sister Agnes 
Jean, Sister Mary Daniel, Sister Gregory, 
and Sister Constance Marie the Roches- 
ter School Music; Sister Benita, Sister 
Virginia, Sister Marie Celine, Sister Mary 
David, Sister Mary Paul, and Sister Mary 
Jude the University Notre Dame; 
Sister Bernardine and Sister Mary Micha- 
the Catholic University; Sister Mar- 
cia and Sister Rosemary Villanova; and 
Sister Mary Grace and Sister Mary 
Esther John Carroll University. 

The June and August retreats were con- 
ducted the Very Rev. Conrad Louis, 
O.S.B., St. Meinrad’s Archabbey, and 
the Rev. Hugh Schuck, Marmi- 
Abbey. 

July the Right Rev. Denis Stritt- 
matter, O.S.B., archabbot St. Vincent’s 
received the perpetual vows Sister Alice 
Francis Obenrader, Sister Mary Louis 
Eichenlaub, Sister Cecilia Sullivan, and 
Sister Mary Thomas Logan, and the tri- 
ennial vows Sister Mary Mark Mirage. 
the same day, three young women re- 
ceived the Benedictine habit. 

August and were golden jubilee days 
for Sister Anselm, Sister Monica, and Sis- 
ter Perpetua. the same time, Sister 
Mary Alice, Sister Louis, Sister Antoi- 
nette, Sister Joanne, and Sister Anne 
Marie celebrated their silver jubilee 
profession. 
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Classes were held the new St. Bene- 
dict Academy, beginning September 
The building, which had been under con- 
struction for two years, was blessed 
December the Most Rev. John Mark 
Gannon, archbishop Erie. The Acade- 
had been successfully evaluated 
Middle States Committee the three 
days preceding. 

The Thanksgiving holidays were mark- 
pre-consecration retreat, conduct- 
the Rev. Roland Heid, O.S.B., 
St. Vincent’s Archabbey. November 
27, the Most Rev. Edward McMana- 
man, auxiliary bishop Erie, officiated 
the consecration rites for thirty-two. 

December ceremonies witnessed the re- 
ception the religious habit three 
postulants, and triennial vows for Sister 
Michelle Wilwohl, Sister Mary Stephen 
Keegan, Sister Loretta Zysk, and Sister 
Paula Burke. 


FERDINAND, INDIANA 


June marked the re-election 
Mother Clarissa Riehl prioress the com- 
munity. General Chapter the 
Congregation St. Gertrude the Great 
held Yankton, South Dakota, July, 
Mother Clarissa was elected Mother Pre- 
sident that congregation. 

Under the title Our Lady Grace, 
the cornerstone the new convent and 
academy Beech Grove, Indiana, was 
laid July 16. The Most Rev. Paul 
Schulte, archbishop Indianapolis, offi- 
ciated the ceremony. 

Advanced degrees won the end the 
summer include the following: Sister 
Damian Maurer and Sister Josepha Book, 
home economics, from St. Louis Uni- 
versity; Sister Cleophas Wolf, religious 
education, and Sister Mary Kenneth 
Scheesele, library science, both from 
the Catholic University America; and 
Sister Mary Esther Steckler, education, 
University Notre Dame. 

The following community appoint- 
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ments may noted: Sister Irmengard 
Fritz succeeds Sister Gabriel Brenner 
subprioress, Sister Innocentia Kempr, 
mistress the juniorate, and Sister Julia 
Goebel, mistress novices, succeed 
Mother Seraphine Kordes and Sister 
Jerome Schepers first and second coun- 
selors, respectively. 

The Rev. Adelbert Buscher St. Mein- 
rad Archabbey conducted the retreat, 
August 1-10, the close which seven- 
teen Sisters made perpetual vows. Dur- 
ing the retreat, Sister Agnes Rosenbaum 


and Sister Delphine Koressel died 


than day apart. double funeral was 
held, the second the history the 
community. 

new mission was opened St. Pius 
parish Indianapolis. 

The new wing the Stork Memorial 
Hospital was dedicated early January. 


Fort ARKANSAS 


The Rev. Maur Burbach, O.S.B., 
Conception Abbey, conducted day 
recollection St. Scholastica’s mother- 
house November 27. Instead the 
first Sunday the month, the first Sun- 
day Advent was devoted the regular 
monthly recollection day, sanctify 
special way the beginning the litur- 
gical year and aid realizing more 
fully the spirit Advent. 

Sister Benita served panel mem- 
ber the Seminarians’ Catholic Action 
Study the South when met St. 
John’s Seminary, Little Rock, Arkansas, 
August 23-25. Her purpose was ex- 
plain the correspondence work the 
Confraternity Christian Doctrine car- 
ried out for the diocese under her direction 
the sophomores St. Scholastica 
Academy. 

boost the Building Fund, gift shop 
has been opened the motherhouse. 
Most the articles the shop were made 
the Sisters. 

further step the use the vernacu- 
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lar was taken November 14, when the 
Sisters enjoyed the privilege having all 
the prayers, both sung and recited, 
English, during the procession the 
cemetery observance Benedictine 
All Souls Day. The text used was that 
prescribed the New Ritual. 

From St. Scholastica’s the vernacular 
movement spreading South. Four Sis- 
ters from the community the Daugh- 
ters the Cross, Shreveport, Louisiana, 
spent several weeks the community 
learn the Divine Office English. 
The community there has now adopted 
the Office English. 

Two members the St. Scholastica 
community received the master’s degree 
last summer: Sister Carmelita educa- 
tion, University Notre Dame; Sister 
Stella library Science, Our Lady the 
Lake, San Antonio, Texas. 


ARKANSAS 


The community Holy Angels Con- 
vent began the recitation the Divine 
Office English October 18. They 
were assisted Father Wilfrid, prior 
St. Pius Monastery, Pevely, Missouri. 

new mission was opened this fall 
Lady the Lake Parish, Lake Arthur, 
Louisiana. 

Sisters attended summer sessions 
Sienna College, Mount St. Scholastica 
College, Creighton University, Arkansas 
State, and St. Louis University. 

Five Sisters enjoyed trip their 
native Switzerland during the summer 
months. They were Sister Rosalia, Sis- 
ter Ursula, Sister Raphael, Sister Angela, 
and Sister Bernadette. 

August and were set aside for 
investiture and profession ceremonies, 
with the Most Rev. Albert Fletcher pre- 
siding. August also Sister Rosalia 
celebrated her diamond jubilee and 
Mother Philippa, Sister Melanie, and Sis- 
ter Mildred celebrated their silver jubilee. 

Two deaths the community occurred 


Sister Josepha 
Waespe died April and Sister Igna- 
tia Rohner November 10. 


during the past year. 


Kansas City, 


August 21, the Most Rev. Mar Gre- 
gorios, Archbishop India, offered Mass 
the Malankara rite the Dolorous 
Mother Chapel. 

The Rev. Hugh Farrington, O.S.B., 
chaplain, conducting course the 
liturgy. 

Bishop Marling bestowed fidelity 
wards large group sentinels 
October Outstanding was the five- 
year award one-hundred thirty-three 
persons who have kept watch regularly 
during this term. 

Kansas City for Rosary rally, the 
Rev. Patrick Peyton, founder the Fami- 
Rosary Crusade, offered Mass the 
Adoration Chapel October 17. 

November 11, the twelfth anniversa- 
the first Holy Mass the Kansas 
City foundation, Archbishop Edwin 
O’Hara celebrated Mass the Adoration 
Chapel memory triple jubilee: the 
golden jubilee his ordination the 
priesthood, the silver jubilee his con- 
secration bishop, and the diamond 
jubilee the diocese Kansas City, 
Missouri. 

The Apostolic Delegate, the Most Rev. 
Amleto Giovanni Cicognani, honored the 
community celebrating pontifical Be- 
nediction and speaking before them 
October 28, while was Kansas City 
for the observance Archbishop 
ra’s jubilee. 


July 12, Sister Denise and Sister 
Bernadette made triennial vows and two 
postulants received the habit St. Bene- 
dict. 

Final profession ceremonies were held 
the Most Rev. Lambert Hoch, 
bishop Bismarck, August 13. The 
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newly professed are Sister Alice Bassier, 
Sister Marie Boschert, Sister Eugenia 
Heidt, Sister Antoinette Klein, and Sis- 
ter Janeane Klein. 

The two community retreats were con- 
ducted the Rev. Thomas Jundt, 
Assumption Abbey. 

August, the Rev. Benedict Pfaller, 
Assumption Abbey, assumed 
the duties chaplain the community 
succeeding the Very Rev. Luke Koller, 
O.S.B. 


Mr. ANGEL, 


Mother Mary Gemma and Sister Mary 
Madeline attended the Chapter 
the Congregation St. Gertrude the 
Great held Yankton, South Dakota, 
July. 

Approximately teachers, students, 
and married couples are enrolled night 
class principles character develop- 
ment, which offered Mt. Angel 
Women’s College each Wednesday eve- 
ning. The course comprised lec- 
tures faculty members, demonstra- 
tions techniques religion teaching, 
audio-visual aid displays, and discussions. 
November 23, Sister Jean Marie, 
diocesan supervisor the Christian Doc- 
trine Confraternity program, addressed 
the group. 


the feast the Ascension, Our Lady 
Good Counsel Vocation Club St. 
Justin’s School, Chicago, spent several 
hours the chapel and the convent ob- 
tain first-hand information the life 
and work the Benedictine Eucharistic 
Adorer. 

The forty newly-ordained priests from 
St. Mary the Lake Seminary took turns 
during June offering the daily conven- 
tual high Mass the adoration chapel, 
and imparted their first blessing the 
Sisters. 

Sister Dominica Eberhard celebrated 
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her golden jubilee profession July 
The Most Rev. William O’Brien, arch- 
bishop Chicago, officiated the cere- 
mony renovation vows. The Right 
Rev. Richard Felix, Benet Lake, 
Wisconsin, was celebrant the solemn 
high Mass. 

July unusual pilgrimage was 
made keep hour adoration the 
chapel. The crippled children from St. 
Joseph were brought bus and car, 
while ten who are confined wheel chairs 
were transported truck. 

August was made memorable 
unexpected visit from the Abbot Primate, 
the Most Rev. Bernard Kaelin, who spoke 
the assembled community. 


September the first students were 
received Benet Hall, the grade division 
the St. Mary Academy. The new 
quarters for the elementary department 
have been provided completely re- 
decorated and renovated convent build- 
ing, which includes classrooms, dormitory, 
and recreational areas. 

The Most Rev. Cuthbert O’Gara, 
bishop Hunang, China, was guest 
the Priory September, and spoke his 
long imprisonment Communist prisons 
and the work the Communists that 
country. 

The Priory was host the sectional 
workshop the Western District 
the State Hot Lunch Program recent- 
ly. Sister Rose, principal, welcomed the 
group county superintendents, prin- 
cipals, and cafeteria managers the area. 

Mother Mary Paul, prioress, and 
Mother Ricarda, former prioress, attend- 
the Pre-White House Conference, held 
Springfield, Illinois. Mother Ricarda, 
member Governor Stratton’s Plan- 
ning Committee, has been serving 
Group “What expect our 
She was national delegate 
the White House Conference Educa- 
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tion which met Washington, D.C., 
November December Sister 
Gregory was also delegate the Spring- 
field meeting. 


NEBRASKA 


The two community retreats, held 
June and August, were conducted 
the Rev. Henry Huber, O.S.B., Pius 
Monastery. 

June witnessed triple observance 
for the community, profession, rite mis- 
sion, and cornerstone dedication. Arch- 
bishop Bergan Omaha was celebrant 
the Mass which Sister Maria Salus, 
Sister Andrea, and Sister Joseph made 
perpetual vows. Following the Mass, 
Sister Maria Salus received the mission 
cross the hands the Archbishop. 
convert and physician, Sister Maria 
Salus received her medical degree Ber- 
lin 1945. She will Taegu, Korea, 
where our Sisters have dispensary and 
hospital. After the rite mission, the 
cornerstone the new Assumption Aca- 
demy was laid. 

Responding the call for assistance 
the Indian Mission Winnebago, Ne- 
braska, Sister Mary and Sister Alberta 
spent three weeks during the month 
July the service the poor, homeiess 
Indian children the Mission. 

October was investiture day for three 
postulants, who became Sister Mary 
Placid, Sister Mary Xavier, and Sister 
Mary Rita. The Very Rev. Thomas Al- 
len, O.S.B., prior Mount Michael 
monastery, was celebrant the Mass and 
officiated the ceremony. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


The Rev. Adelbert Buscher, O.S.B., 
St. Meinrad’s Archabbey, conducted two 
summer retreats for the Sisters. Another 
monk St. Meinrad’s, the Rev. Rudolph 
Siedling, conducted refresher course 
Gregorian chant and the Divine Office 
during the summer. 


The Right Rev. Denis Strittmatter, 
S.B., St. Vincent’s Archabbey, officiat- 
the reception eight postulants 
July July 10, again officiated 
profession ceremony. that day five 
novices made triennial vows and six made 
final profession. 

Institute Community Practices 
and Problems for Sisters was conducted 
Duquesne University from August 22- 
28, under the patronage the Most Rev. 
John Dearden, bishop Pittsburgh. 
The leading speaker the various ses- 
sions was the Rev. Elio Gambari, 
the Sacred Congregation Religious 
Rome. Mother Dolores and the local 
superiors all missions attended these 
sessions. 

new elementary grade school, St. 
Pius situated the Brookline district 
the Pittsburgh diocese, was opened 
the community September. Although 
the school will eventually have sixteen 
classrooms, only four have been opened 
yet. 

Handbook School Policies and 
Regulations has just been completed and 
being published. Sister Bernarda, 
supervisor, served secretary the com- 
mittee seven who are responsible for 
the Handbook. Sister Antoinette, prin- 
cipal the Academy, has been appointed 
member the Guidance Committee 
which will eventually produce policy 
handbook for the diocese this field. 


Two groups Sisters, thirty each, 
were privileged receive the Consecra- 
tion Virgins during the month 
August. August the Right Rev. 
Charles Coriston, abbot St. Paul’s 
Abbey, Newton, New Jersey, officiated, 
and August 21, the Right Rev. Cuth- 
bert McDonald, abbot St. Benedict’s 
Abbey, Atchison, Kansas, was celebrant 
the Mass which the rite took place. 

The Rev. Christopher Lind, O.S.B., 
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St. Mary’s Abbey, Newark, New Jersey, 
conducted classes for the novices and the 
younger Sisters from June August 

Sister Benedict, veteran teacher the 
schools New Jersey and Delaware, cele- 
brated her golden jubilee profession 
December 27. 

Representing the community the 
Eastern Regional meeting the Sister- 
Formation Conference held the Cath- 
olic University during the last week-end 
October were Mother Hildegarde and 
Sister Alberta. Sister Alberta was chair- 
man for one the discussions. 

order comply with the directive 
Pope Pius XII that the formative years 
the young religious spent that at- 
mosphere most conducive their intel- 
lectual and religious training, St. Ger- 
trude’s Convent initiated program 
teacher training affiliated with the Cath- 
olic University. Dr. Roy Deferrari 
has guided the formation St. Gertrude’s 
Teacher-Training Institute. The Rev. 
Edmond Julien New Castle, Delaware, 
conducting classes philosophy dur- 
ing the autumn and winter sessions. 

Seven postulants received the habit 
December 27, with the Most Rev. Ed- 
mond Fitzmaurice, bishop Wilming- 
ton, officiating. the same ceremony, 
seven novices made triennial vows. 


St. 


The College St. Benedict collabora- 
tion with St. John’s University, launched 
adult education program last January 
St. Cloud. scheduled again this 
year from January April. 

The library the college St. Bene- 
dict received some the books from the 
library the late Waldemar Gurian 
Notre Dame. 

Under the direction committee chair- 
man, Sister Incarnata, plans are being 
made for the Sisters St. Benedict 
St. Joseph, Minnesota, celebrate the 
centennial their foundation 1957. 
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Two new parochial schools the dio- 
cese St. Cloud were staffed Benedic- 
tine Sisters this September: Duelm, Min- 
nesota, and St. Martin, Minnesota. 

Interesting statistics from the convent: 
Seven|Sisters the Convent St. Bene- 
dict are nonagenarians; thirty are octoge- 
narians, and seventy-nine have reached 
the age seventy. Sister Amalia, Sister 
Anastasia, Sister Sophia, Sister Erentrude, 
Sister Ursula, Sister Isabel, and Sister 
Silveria are the nonagenarians. 

After the New Year, Mother Richarda, 
accompanied Sister Henrita, mistress 
novices, will make trip Puerto Rico, 
where the Convent St. Benedict has 
mission. They will also visit the Bahama 
Islands, where Sister Henrita has bro- 
their, the Rev. Cornelius 


St. Marys, County, Penn. 


The June retreat was given the 
Christopher Lind, O.S.B., St. Mary’s 
Abbey, Newark, New Jersey; the August 
retreat was given the Rev. Anselm 
Schaaf, O.S.B., prior St. Meinrad’s 
Archabbey, St. Meinrad, Indiana. 

Solemn high Mass thanksgiving 
marked the golden jubilee Sister Bap- 
tista July 23, and the silver jubilee 
Sister Genevieve, Sister Benita, Sister 
Teresita, and Sister Joan July 19. 

classes were 
taught our Sisters for the children who 
attend public schools. These were con- 
ducted Kane, Warren, Kersey, Couders- 
port, Tidoute, Youngsville, Mt. Jewett, 
Mt. Alton, Force, and St. Marys. 

September two postulants were 
clothed the Benedictine habit the 
Right Rev. Denis Strittmatter, O.S.B., 
archabbot St. Vincent’s. 

Sister Mary Rudolph died September 
her ninety-fourth year, having spent 
seventy-seven years the community. 

St. Joseph’s was host the Western 
Pennsylvania Unit the Catholic Libra- 
Association, October Sister Agnes 
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St. MINNESOTA 


Negotiations were completed early 
fall, which the priory acquired eighty 
acres land one mile outside the city 
limits St. Paul, site for its perma- 
nent motherhouse. Plans are now under 
way for projected motherhouse and high 
school for girls. 

June 13, four novices were clothed 
the habit, while July 11, eleven Sis- 
ters made profession vows. The cere- 
mony took place pontifical Mass 
the church the Immaculate Heart 
Mary, with the Most Rev. James Byrne, 
auxiliary bishop St. Paul, presiding. 
the perpetual vows class, Sister Rita 
Oxborough made her vows her sick 
bed, the presence Bishop Byrne, 
whence she went her eternal reward 
August 

The Very Rev. Clarus Graves, O.S.B., 
prior St. John’s Abbey, was celebrant 
the Mass August 15, honoring two 
golden jubilarians, Sister Bernadette Han- 
sen and Sister Marguerite McDonald, and 
the sixtieth anniversary Sister Alberta 
Griebler. 

Two deaths occurred during the sum- 
mer: Sister Miriam Stoick June 29, and 
Sister Columba Jung August 

Sister Rose Alice Althoff, community 
supervisor, gave paper “Developing 
Reading Efficiency Arithmetic” the 
annual meeting the Catholic Educa- 
tional Association the diocese Fargo. 
The meeting was held Jamestown, 
North Dakota, October 11. 

November Mother Marcelline went 
Yankton, South Dakota, with Mother 
Ricarda St. Joseph, Minnesota, and 
Mother Ethel Eau Claire, Wisconsin, 
participate the festivities attendant 
upon the diamond jubilee Sacred Heart 
Convent. 

January thirty-two members 
the community received the rite Con- 


secration Virgins pontifical Mass 
celebrated the Most Rev. James 
Byrne, auxiliary bishop St. Paul, the 
St. Paul Cathedral. This the fourth 
time the community has enjoyed the 
privilege consecration, and with this 
ceremony the major part the communi- 
now eligible will have received it. 


San 


Two oblate novices were invested 
July 11, and four more November 
beginning chapter oblates the 
future. 

Two more groups seculars have been 
organized for regular Holy Hours the 
Adoration Chapel, one from the Newman 
Club the State College, and the other 
from the U.S.O. This makes total 
twenty groups date. 

The Rev. Hugh Farrington, O.S.B., 
Conception Abbey, conducted the com- 
munity retreat August. 

Encouraged members the Civil 
Defense Committee, who gave illustrated 
lectures measures taken the 
event atomic attack, the Sisters took 
eighteen-hour course First Aid, dis- 
tributed over period nine weeks. 

the feast Christ the King, the 
Most Rev. Charles Buddy bestowed 
fidelity medals seventy-two men and 
women who had faithfully kept monthly 
hour adoration during the past year. 

November witnessed the investment 
six oblate novices, among whom was 
the Rev. John Burns, our chaplain, and 
the final oblation three oblate novices. 
The Oblate Chapter Tucson now num- 
bers some one hundred fifty members, 
many whom are also Eucharistic 
Knights and Sentinels. 

special honor for the National Cen- 
ter for Nocturnal Adoration, sponsored 
the Tucson Council the Knights 
Columbus, came the form resolu- 
tion passed the National Convention 
Knights Columbus Philadelphia 
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August. This resolution gave official re- 
cognition the program Nocturnal 
Adoration and encouraged the promulga- 
tion the devotion throughout the or- 
ganization one its chief spiritual acti- 
vities. Sisters share this reason 
the fact that the program was initiated 
and conducted our Sanctuary Per- 
petual Adoration. 


July 12, four postulants became 
novices. the same day, Sister Philo- 
mene made triennial vows, Sister Scholas- 
tica, Sister Therese Marie, and Sister 
Robert made perpetual vows, and Sister 
Rose renewed her vows golden 
jubilarian. 

Several Sisters from the motherhouse 
and from the various mission schools at- 
tended the Diocesan Catholic Educational 
Association meeting, held Rapid City, 
South Dakota, October 24. Among the 
officers for the coming year Sister Ce- 
line, O.S.B., community treasurer. 

Early October, several Sisters drove 
Yankton attend the annual meeting 
the State Conference Catholic 
Schools Nursing, the State Catholic 
Hospital Association, and the State Hospi- 
tal Association. Sister Elizabeth presi- 
dent-elect the State Hospital Associa- 
tion, and Sister Benedict treasurer 
the State Catholic Hospital Association. 

October 22, Sister John Marie, 
anaesthetist, attended the annual meet- 
ing the State Registered Nurses Anaes- 
thetists Association held Bennet Memo- 
rial Hospital. Sister John Marie 
board member the association. 

Sister Dorothy was alternate dele- 
gate the American Dietetic Association 
Convention held St. Louis, October 17- 
21. She was accompanied Sister Nor- 
bert St. Joseph’s Hospital, Deadwood. 

Sister Marmion attended the conven- 
tion Blood Banks affiliated with the 
War Memorial Blood Bank held Min- 
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neapolis December. She has been in- 
vited speak the Blood Bank Pro- 
gram the Black Hills Area. Sister 
Marmion has received the certificate 
registration indicating that she has suc- 
cessfully passed the National Examina- 
tion for Blood Bank Technologists. This 
examination only recently devised, 
there being not more than two hundred 
fifty certified Blood Bank technologists 
the country. 


Tucson, ARIZONA 


June the Rev. Theodore Tovrea, 
O.S.B., Conception Abbey, celebrated 
his First Solemn High Mass our Sanc- 
tuary Perpetual Adoration. The cele- 
brant was native Tucson and con- 
vert, who attributes the grace his con- 
version and vocation great part the 
prayers the Sisters and the influence 
the Blessed Sacrament exposed the 
Sanctuary. Narrator the Mass pro- 
gressed was the Rev. Patrick Cummins, 
also Conception Abbey. Two 
hundred more non-Catholic friends and 
relatives the young priest were present. 

Three days recollection for the laity 
were held during the fall months: for 
Franciscan tertiaries October con- 
ducted the Rev. John Burns; for the 
Women’s Club St. Ambrose parish 
October 23, conducted the Rev. Aurele 
Ducette, O.Carm.; for the Benedictine 
Oblates and the Eucharistic Knights and 
Sentinels November 13, conducted 
the Rev. Florian McCarthy, O.Carm. 


Representatives from the Benedictine 
convents comprising the Congregation 
St. Gertrude the Great met Yankton 
for General Chapter, July 20-22. New 
officers the Congregation elected 
that time are Mother Clarissa Riehl, Fer- 
dinand, Indiana, mother president; 
Mother Augustine Uhlenkott, Cotton- 
wood, Idaho, first visitator; and Mother 


ta, 
att 

Ww 
Ww 


ister 
suc- 
This 
ised, 
dred 


rea, 
ited 
ele- 


the 
nce 
ind 
ity 


for 


ele 


Romaine Bielmaier, Sturgis, South Dako- 
ta, second visitator. 

Sixty-five educators representing nine- 
teen Benedictine colleges and academies 
attended the Language and Literature 
Section the American Benedictine 
Academy Mount Marty College, 
August 22-25. Celebrant the opening 
Mass was the Right Rev. Gilbert Hess, 
abbot Blue Cloud Abbey, first 
chairman this Section the Academy. 

Sister Pudentiana Huber, one the 
oldest member the community, died 
October 16. Many her mission 
years had been spent the historic Stand- 
ing Rock Indian Agency North Dakota. 

prelude the seventy-fifth anni- 
versary celebration, commemorative 
yearbook, Travelers the Way Peace, 
was published early fall. Based re- 
search made Sister Claudia Durat- 
schek, the text and design the volume 
were the work Sister Jane Klimisch 
and Sister Leonarda Longen. 

November 6-13 was set aside Jubilee 
Week Sacred Heart Convent. High- 


lighting the week’s observance was pon- 
tifical high Mass celebrated the Most 
Rev. John Murray, archbishop St. 
Paul, November 10. The sermon was 
delivered the Most Rev. William 
Brady, bishop Sioux Falls. Approxi- 
mately three thousand guests, including 
bishops, abbots, clergy, religious, and lay 
visitors, attended the week’s activities. 
The new Marian auditorium was blessed 
Jubilee Day, and four performances 
the pageant, “Along Sure Paths,” were 
given through the week. The pageant 
was written and directed Sister 
Jeanette Klimisch, with music Sister 
Jane Klimisch, and called for cast 
one hundred and fifty. 

November 13, feast Benedictine All 
Saints, was the final day the week-long 
celebration, and was designated reunion 
day for the Sisters Sacred Heart Con- 
vent who are serving the forty mission 
schools and five hospitals conducted 
Sacred Heart Convent, North and 
South Dakota, Nebraska, and Colorado. 


Recent Encyclical Sacred Music 


The encyclical Musicae Sacrae Disciplina, dated December 25, 1955, the first 
encyclical the history the Church treating the subject sacred music exclusively. 
There have been encyclicals other subjects that include sacred music part 
whole, such Pope Benedict XIV’s Annus Qui, issued 1749, and Pope Pius XII’s 
Mediator Dei, dated 1947. Even the great instructions sacred music recent date, 
such Pope St. Pius X’s Motu Proprio 1903, and Pope Pius XI’s Divini Cultus 
1929, were not encyclical form. 

While reasserting the supreme position Gregorian Chant sacred music, the 
Holy Father exhorts bishops promote “with every care and every the singing 
popular religious hymns. Such hymns, continues the Pontiff, foster piety and arouse 
holy joy. But these hymns, order acceptable, must conform Christian 
teachings. They must have easy works and simple tune and must possess certain 
religious dignity and They must conform the same rules that govern all 
religious art. 

Explaining the preeminence sacred music over other arts, far worship 
concerned, the document points out that occupies most important part carrying 
out the liturgy and has dignity which reaches climax the celebration the Euch- 
aristic Sacrifice and the choral recitation the Divine Office. 


Page Sixty-seven 


ne 
w 


Chronicle 


careful planning, Mount St. Scho- 
lastica was able supply Sisters for 
vacation 
through the earlier part the summer, 
caring for more than three thousand 
children Kansas, Missouri, Colorado, 
Nebraska, and Iowa. 

the Archdiocese Kansas City 
Kansas, the following schools were staffed: 
Alma, Sisters Eileen, Rosina, and Carmen; 
Eskridge, Sisters Felicitas and Carmen; 
Argentine, Sisters Georgia and Eugenia; 
Summerfield, Sisters Longina and Vera; 
Baldwin, Sisters Alexia and Caroline; 
Coal Creek, Sisters Emerita and Beata; 
Delia, Sisters Justina and Laetitia; Doni- 
phan, Sisters Theresita and Mary Leo; 
Everest, Sisters Demetria and Rosanna; 
Flush, Sisters Ferdinanda and Alice 
Marie; Frankfort, Sisters Hyacinth and 
Mary Edward; Hartford, Sisters Nepo- 
mucene and Verita; Hiawatha, Sisters 
Aimee, Mary Alice, and Clementine; 
Mooney Creek, Sisters Joanna and Sheila; 
Nortonville, Sister Joanna; Purcell, Sis- 
ters Consuela and Aniceta; Onaga, Sisters 
Cleta and Mary Paul; Ottawa, Sisters 
Theresita and Mary Adrian; Lapeer, Sis- 
ters Sienna and Consilia; Seneca, Sisters 
Verita and DePaul; Shawnee, Sisters 
Mary Brian and Margaret; Troy, Sisters 
Germaine, Bertrand, and DePorres; 
Waterville-Irving, Sisters Mary Victor 
and Digna; Bendena, Sisters Fabian and 
Agnese; Wamego, Sister Edwina. 

Nebraska schools included Auburn and 
Peru, Sisters and Mary Philip; 
Cortland, Sisters Dominica and Mary 
Kenneth; Dewees, Sisters Demetria and 
Rosanna; Red Cloud, Sisters Ositha and 
Christelle; Burchard, Sisters Annunciata 
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and Mary George; Wymore, Sisters Ber- 
nice, Ositha, and Christelle; Tecumseh, 
Sisters Verene and Rosalia. 

Missouri, the following schools are 
listed: Spring Fork, Sisters Alexia and 
Laetitia; Burlington Junction, Sisters 
Aimee and Raphael; Tarkio, Sisters Aurea, 
Marguerite, and Fatima; Ford City, Sis- 
ters Leon and Mary Harold. 

Two schools were scheduled Iowa: 
Afton, Sisters Mary, Mary Lambert, and 
Amelia; Lennox, Sisters Sabina, Ita, and 
Lilliosa. 

Lay teachers made possible the ex- 
tensive efforts the Pueblo Diocese and 
the Denver Archdiocese Colorado. 
the Cathedral School Pueblo, five lay 
teachers worked with Sisters Walburg, 
Thelma, Marlene, Adella, and Mary Virgil; 
Holy Rosary Pueblo, lay teachers 
assisted Sisters Mary Arthur, Mary 
Clarence, Reginald, and Esperanza. 

Similarly, Sisters stationed Antonito 
were accompanied lay catechists the 
missions Espinoza, Lobato, Las Mesi- 
tas, Los Pinos, Ortiz, Manassa, Romeo, 
and San Anton. The Sisters there were 
Sisters Josella, Mary Frances, Jeremy, 
Amalia, Mary Cecile, Flora, Edwarda, 
Arsenia, Verona, Cassilda, Loyola, and 
Mary Crispin. 

Sisters alone cared for Capulin and out- 
lying missions, Las Sauses, Sanford, 
Jara, Gomez, and White. These Sisters 
were Sisters Amanda, Hilary, Melania, 
Leonissa, Candida, Sophie, Appolonia, 
and Mary Daniel. 

Monte Vista, Sisters Alcuin, Devota, 
Venard, and Charitas conducted the 
school, while Walsenburg and Veta, 
lay teachers assisted Sisters Camilla, 
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James Marie, Wilma, Madeleine, and 
Jovita. 

the Denver Archdiocese, three mis- 
sions Denver and school Colorado 
Springs were staffed Benedictine Sis- 
ters. The Sisters who were stationed 
St. Cajetan’s taught there and Our 
Lady Victory and Our Lady Guada- 
lupe. Sisters Emma Marie and Georgine 
conducted the school Colorado Springs. 

Mother Paula Guthrie, Oklahoma, 
and Mother Dolores Pittsburgh, Penn- 
sylvania, conducted the regular visitation 
for the congregation Mount St. Scho- 
lastica, July 5-8. 

The feast the Solemnity St. Bene- 
dict July was observed holiday 
from summer school and marked 
solemn high Mass. 

Comprehensive Examinations for eight- 
een were held July these 
were’ nine members the community: 
Sister Clementine Portermeier, Sister 
Denise Bailey, Sister Everetta Degen- 
hardt, Sister Hortense Conway, Sister 
Sheila Rea, Sister Wilma Baumchen, Sis- 
ter Benigna Haug, Sister Noreen Heiney, 
and Sister Rosella McGrath. 

Summer-session graduates included the 
following graduate degrees for members 
the community: Sister Mary Pius Sie- 
mann, M.S. from Creighton University; 
Sister Huberta Anderson, Sister Roberta 
Mellinger, and Sister Kieran Curry, M.A. 
Library Science from Rosary College. 

Eight novices made triennial vows 
August with the Right Rev. Cuthbert 
McDonald, O.S.B., presiding. The newly 
professed were Sister Mary Frederick 
Lueb, Sister Marita Law, Sister Mary 
Savio Auffert, Sister Luanne Degmetich, 
Sister Mary Sarto Magadieu, Sister 
Sharon Murray, and Sister Julia Wilkin- 
son. this day also Miss Patricia 
Diedrich received the habit and the name 
Sister Kristin. 

August 10, Mother Alfred announc- 
the appointment Sister Jeanne Marie 


Blacet community supervisor schools 
and Sister Patrice Brazzel assistant 
treasurer the college. 

Abbot Cuthbert received the perpetual 
vows four young Benedictine Sisters 
August 15. They were Sister Modesta 
Thomas, Sister Vincent Larkin, Sister 
Gerard Geiger, and Sister Bendu Liang. 

Sister Ethelburg Leuschen was chair- 
man regional meeting the Teaching 
Sisters and Brothers Committee the 
Confraternity Christian Doctrine, held 
August Donnelly College Kansas 
City, Kansas. The region includes Mis- 
souriand Kansas. Brother Joel Damian, 
F.S.C., Glencoe, Missouri, co-chair- 
man the committee. 

meeting the Science Section 
the American Benedictine Academy, held 
St. Procopius Abbey, Lisle, Illinois, 
August 15-18, were Sister Jeanette Obrist, 
Sister Helen Sullivan, Sister Aelred Pot- 
tinger, Sister John Marie Brazzel, and 
Sister Liguori Sullivan. Sister Jeanette 
and Sister Helen contributed papers 
mathematics. Sister Helen was elected 
secretary the Section. 

Sister Teresa Ann Doyle was chairman 
the meeting the Language and 
Literature Section the American Bene- 
dictine Academy, held Sacred Heart 
Convent, Yankton, South Dakota, August 
22-25. Others who attended and pre- 
sented papers the program were Sister 
Mary Cyril Busenbarrick, Sister Faith 
Schuster, and Sister Audrey Aaron. Sister 
Faith was elected secretary this Section. 

Representing Mount St. Scholastica 
College the meeting the International 
Federation Catholic Alumnae, which 
met St. Paul, Minnesota, August, 
were Sisters Mary Cyril Busenbarrick and 
Sister Teresa Ann Doyle. 

Sister Aelred Pottinger joined the col- 
lege staff Mount St. Scholastica Sep- 
tember assistant professor biology, 
following year devoted post-doctoral 
research the University Notre Dame. 
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Mother Alfred spent the week Sep- 
tember Wichita, Kansas, where she 
participated with other college presidents 
the solicitation funds sponsored 
the Kansas Foundation Colleges and 
Universities. Others engaged the effort 
were Sister Jerome Keeler, Sister Mary 
Cyril Busenbarrick, and Sister Teresa 
Ann Doyle. 

October 13, Sister Agnes Claire 
Schroll contributed the Donnelly Col- 
lege series Catholic Moral Doctrine 
Her topic was Problems; Living 
Wage, Strikes, War and Peace.” 

Meetings Wichita and Newton, Kan- 
sas, were attended faculty members 
October and 29. Sister Imogene 
Baker and Sister Gonzaga Engelhart, 
having participated the annual meeting 
Kansas Deans and Registrars Bethel 
College Newton October 27, were 
joined Sister Audrey Aaron and Sister 
Juanita Pavlick for the fall congress 
the National Federation Catholic Col- 
lege Students Sacred Heart College, 
Wichita, October 29. 

Mount St. Scholastica shared hospitali- 
for conference the midwest unit 
the Catholic Library Association held 
St. Benedict’s College, October 29. 
Sister Mary Dennis Peters was chairman 
the Elementary Round Table, and Sis- 
ter Bede Sullivan and Sister Jane Frances 
McAtee were secretaries for the high- 
school and college round tables, respective- 
ly. 

Sister Romana Farrell lectured 
the Bible” Donnelly Col- 
lege October 31. This talk was one 
series the Bible, the Greatest 
Books. 

Representing Mount St. Scholastica 
and Donnelly colleges, Sister Mary Cyril 
and Sister Jerome attended meetings 
the Kansas Catholic College Association 
and the Kansas Council Church Relat- 
Colleges, held Topeka, November 

Traveling Yankton, South Dakota, 
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share the Diamond Jubilee observ- 
ance Sacred Heart Convent there 
November 10, were Mother Alfred Schroll, 
Sister Maurus Wempe, Sister Marcella 
Siela, and Sister Scholastica Schuster. 

member the commission adult 
education the National Catholic Edu- 
cational Association, Sister Jerome Keel- 
er, dean Donnelly College, attended 
the 1955 Adult Education Conference 
held St. Louis, November 11-13. She 
was accompanied Sister Suzanne 

Mother Alfred was joined Mother 
Laura St. Scholastica Chicago, 
November 18, conduct the triennial 
visitation the Benedictine convent 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, formerly Guthrie. 
She returned November 22. 

Representing Mount St. Scholastica 
College the annual meeting the Na- 
tional Association Schools Music 
St. Louis, Missouri, November 25-26, 
were Sister Karlene Hoffmans, head 
the department music, and Sister 
Imogene Baker, dean the college. 

Mother Alfred and Mother Laura 
journeyed Pennsylvania, November 
28-December where they held visita- 
tion for the Benedictine convents Erie, 
Pittsburgh, and St. Marys. 

Recent publications Sisters the 
community include Sister Mary Paul 
Ege’s “Tips for the Neophyte Music 
Teacher” Catholic School Fournal, Oc- 
tober; and Sister Beata Vey’s 
the Christmas Tree” Catholic School 
December. Sister Faith Schus- 
ter lists among recent publications the 
following: (poem), Catholic 
World, November; Moment His- 
tory: Review Sister Madeleva’s Ameri- 
can Twelfth Night and Other Poems,” 
Today, November; “The Keats the 
World Write Young,” Catholic Educator, 
December; “Shakespeare and the Plum- 
ber,” America, December 17. 

Mount St. Scholastica College ap- 
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proved the American Association 
University Women, according an- 
nouncement from national headquarters 
December reason this recogni- 
tion, graduates the college become 
eligible for membership chapters the 
organization throughout the country. 

The Right Rev. Cuthbert McDonald, 
was celebrant the pontifical 
Mass St. Scholastica Chapel Decem- 
ber The Rev. David Kinish, O.S.B., 
was presbyter assistant; the Rev. Edwin 
Watson, deacon; the Rev. Gabriel 
Eckart, O.S.B., subdeacon; the Rev. Bar- 
tholomew Dacek, O.S.B., and the Rev. 
Roger Rumery, O.S.B., deacons honor. 
The Rev. Alphonse Berning, O.S.B., de- 
livered the sermon. 

Six postulants received the habit 
December from the Rev. David Kinish, 
O.S.B., chaplain. They were Mary Beth 
Niehaus, Sister Francella; Cecilia Meyers, 
Sister Cynthia; Judy Sansone, Sister Ro- 
salyn; Mary Ann Peterson, Sister Mary 
Agnes; Margaret Nanneman, Sister Mary 
Edith; and Vera Medina, Sister Ramona. 

December 13, the following novices 
made triennial vows: Sister Naomi Rosen- 
berger, Sister Stephanie Anderson, Sister 
Thomas Keeley, Sister DeLourdes 
France, Sister Emmanuel Striegel, Sister 
Mary Ruth Kelly, Sister Lucia Fraser, 
and Sister Mariella Pucka. 

Sister Esther Dominguez and Sister 
Althea Armstrong, now St. Benedict’s 
Convent, Mexico City, spent the winter 
vacation the Mount. 

Fatima group has found place the 
grounds Marian Hall, the novitiate, 
where will permanently set and 
Killeen Kansas City, Kansas, father 
Sister Rene, who has given memory 
his wife, the late Lena Yates Killeen. 

the Society for College Teachers Sacred 


Doctrine held Rockhurst College, De- 
cember 22-23, were Sister Romana Farrell 
and Sister Dunstan Delehant. Father 
Francis Broderick, also representing the 
Mount, participated panel the ob- 
jectives college religion courses. Sister 
Dunstan was appointed the Advisory 
Committee the Society. 

Twelve scholastics were admitted 
final profession January Those 
making perpetual vows were Sister Mary 
John Thomas, Sister Mary Albert Ber- 
tels, Sister Raphael Schrick, Sister Colum- 
Honz, Sister Mary Benedict Jacobs, 
Sister Bernelda Nanneman, Sister Mary 
Prague Dye, Sister Frances Watson, Sis- 
ter Paulette Offenburger, Sister Mechtild 
McPhee, Sister Kateri Gonzales, and Sis- 
ter Mary Placid Borengasser. 

Contractors’ bids for the two new resi- 
dence hall and activity building erect- 
the Mount St. Scholastica College 
campus were opened January 10. 

new school staffed the Benedic- 
tine Sisters was opened mid-term 
Pius parish Kansas City, Kansas. 


OBITUARY 


Sister Cajetan Kroth, died 
June 22, following year’s illness. She 
was buried the convent cemetery 
June 24. Born December 24, 1905, 
Bruch, Germany, Emma Kroth came 
the United States enter Mount St. 
Scholastica Convent December 22, 
was clothed the habit 
the Order December 27, 1928, and 
made first vows January 1930. 
Three years later, she was admitted 
final profession, and was given the privi- 
lege consecration August 1954. 
Besides many years service the 
motherhouse, Sister Cajetan had also 
been missioned Blaine, Beattie, and 
Kansas City, Kansas, and St. Joseph, 
Missouri. 
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Book Reviews 


Holiness Wholeness. Josef Goldbrunner. 
translation Stanley Goodman Heilig- 
heit und Gesundheit. New Pantheon 
Books, 1955. Pp. 63. $1.75. 


The reviewer’s copy Holiness 
Wholeness appeared without 
matur, but letter from the publisher 
explained that error had been made 
sending copy The Pastoral Psychol- 
ogy Book Club edition instead the 
trade edition, which bears the 
matur. 

The publishers state that the author 
was born Munich 1910 and was 
ordained the Roman Catholic priest- 
hood 1936. holds the degree 
doctor philosophy from the University 
Munich, and also doctor’s degree 
theology from the University Frei- 
burg. His dissertation from the latter 
institution deals with the depth psychol- 
ogy Jung and its relation the 
Christian way life. interest has 
since manifested itself his writing and 
furnishes the keynote for the present 
work, 

The discussion divided into two 
sections: “Conditions for 
Spiritual Life” and “The Three Divine 
Virtues and their Influence Health.” 
Each these sections has three subdi- 
visions. the first these, the author 
postulates three theses: (1) God, the all 
holy, freely-flowing and flourishing 
Life; (2) the more seek the perfection 
that makes man like God, the 
should become healthy body and soul, 
for holiness health; (3) law 
the quest for perfection that the way 
holiness leads through death. 

Father Goldbrunner then develops his 
theme that the true quest for spiritual 
perfection should result higher level 
health, exemplified “‘sometimes, the 
case old monks, whose bodies are 
radiant with tender, transparent, spir- 
itualized health” (p. 15). 

The writer distinguishes between the 
maladies” saint’s phys- 
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ical collapse, and the “illegitimate im- 
perillings” striving for perfection, 
caused false attitudes and con- 
duct life not accordance with the 
laws nature. devotes chapter 
the body and one the soul consider- 
ing the striving for holiness, and em- 
phasizes that both body and soul are 
important the pursuit. ignore 
either endanger sanity and sanctity. 

The second part the book devoted 
the relation between psychiatric prob- 
lems and the theological virtues. one 
chapter, the author considers fear and 
faith: the former calling forth the desire 
for security, the latter demanding libera- 
tion from fear. another chapter, the 
author relates spiritual maturation the 
virtue hope. The last chapter treats 
human love not lust the 
footstool the virtue charity. 

Dr. Goldbrunner illustrates his points 
incidents drawn from the lives 
canonized saints, and from the case his- 
tories taken from the files psychia- 
trists. makes effort interpret 
the language the mystics Jungian 
phraseology. There are few sentences 
which the expressions are novel, and 
one wonders whether they are the au- 
thor’s the translator’s, for instance: 
“The soul natural organism with 
self-driving powers hidden entelechy” 
(p. 35). 

Jung’s teaching does not leave much 
room for freedom the will, and any 
attempt effect reconciliation between 
his doctrine and Catholic theology re- 
quries the dexterity tight-rope walk- 
er. Perhaps this demand puts too great 
strain translated work. 

However, there are other passages full 
beauty and understanding. For ex- 
ample: “Formerly spiritualization was 
the goal [of holiness], now rather the 
moulding the whole human life. 
The meaning Christ’s Incarnation for 
the Christian life earth being under- 
stood new light” (p. 22). 


Se 


Again, asserts: “Asceticism will al- 
ways remain, because necessary; its 
nature remains constant, but its outward 
form changes; must serve modern men 
seeking for way live saintly Chris- 
tian life without becoming spiritually ill” 
(p. 37). 

The author’s preface directs the work 
challenging possibilities for theological 
discussions and seminars; and there, 
such time the lines are more clearly 


drawn. 
Sister Anne Cawley, O.S.B. 


Liturgical Piety. Rev. Louis Bouyer. Uni- 
versity Notre Dame Press, Notre Dame, 
Indiana, 1955. Pp. 284. $4.75. 


The appearance any field 
indispensable book unusual occur- 
rence. book that returns basic 
concepts, discussion the develop- 
ment these concepts through the cen- 
turies, study the abberations 
from these concepts, and the relation- 
ships existing between the parts and the 
whole, obviously indispensable 
book. Liturgical Piety Father Bou- 
yer fulfills all these requirements. Mis- 
sarum Solemnia Father Jungmann 
the only other book recent times that 
also indispensable the field lit- 
urgy. 

Benedictines particular will find 
Liturgical Piety necessary and, possibly, 
disturbing book. his discussion 
false conceptions the liturgy Father 
Bouyer has harsh things say about 
Abbot Guéranger’s monastic revival and 
the concomitant form the liturgy that 
made part it. Guéranger’s an- 
tiquarian reconstruction the liturgy 
based pseudo-scholarship, and his in- 
stitution artificial monastic congre- 
gation carry out, are the principal 
targets Father Bouyer’s study the 
liturgy the nineteenth century and its 
continuation our own times. One 
should not conclude that Guéranger has 
become the villain Bouyer’s study 
the liturgy. are the author 
says, “to point out his greatest mistakes 
order ourselves avoid their inevit- 
able and disastrous consequences” (p. 57). 
one doubts Guéranger’s sincere love 


the liturgy, and Bouyer concedes that 
every achievement the contemporary 
liturgical movement originated some 
way with Abbot Guéranger. Perhaps 
there are some Benedictines today who, 
being aware the accomplishments 
Guéranger, are blinded his very real 
defects. Liturgical Piety doubt 
the reader’s mind about the weakness 
Guéranger’s scholarship, and the 
practical conclusions springing from it. 
Primitive monasticism, Bouyer sees it, 
did not limit “liturgical piety special 
learning anything else; [it] was 
simply example perfect freedom 
from this world order accept fully 
the Word the Mystery prayer, 
dedicate oneself fully self-offering, and, 
finally, live fully permanent state 
communion with sacred things, with 
the actuality the Mystery the risen 
Christ. can recover, ways open 
all generous souls, such type mo- 
nasticism, the monk would once more 
become the leader the whole Body 
Christ into the life its (p. 255). 

The weakness Guéranger was seen 
his followers, the author tells us, 
that with men like Dom Lambert Beau- 
duin, Dom Fernand Cabrol, Dom Odo 
Casel, and Dom Herwegen, 
the liturgical movement, the judgment 
Father Bouyer, was purged errors 
and advanced new goals, which in- 
cluded both liturgical scholarship and 
living contact with the Christian faithful. 


The notion the Mystery, referred 
above, forms the central theme this 
book, and the point reference for all 
aspects the liturgy. The Mystery 
all-inclusive that prohibits any com- 
plete definition this short review. The 
summary definition which follows will 
give some idea the scope envisioned 
the author. the first place, the 
Mystery God Himself revealed 
us; the Mystery God’s great design 
for reconciling all things Himself; the 
Mystery Christ and His Cross whence 
comes the fulfillment that great design; 
and finally the Mystery, the Son 
God made man and His whole Body, 
once God’s Word and man’s thanks- 
giving Eucharist. 

have done more than sketch the 
richness and depth Father Bouyer’s 
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explanation the Mystery, but some 
understanding the vital activity 
the Godhead the liturgy fundamental 
any true liturgical restoration. The 
Pauline notion the Mystery, and the 
Catholic tradition concerning the Euch- 
arist, they spring from the Jewish 
rites and find perfection the Christian 
liturgy, are concepts that Father Bouyer 
details order show the living reality 
that found the liturgy. The sacra- 
ments and sacramentals, the liturgical 
year, the festivals the saints, the 
Divine Office, all take new dimensions 
see their relationships with the 
Mystery present the Eucharistic Sac- 
rifice. 

The author considers even the so-called 
“non-liturgical” practices, such visits 
the Blessed Sacrament, the Way 
the Cross, the Rosary, devotion the 
Sacred Heart, and the mysticism 
Saint Teresa and Saint John the Cross, 
and, far from excluding them from Cath- 
olic piety, offers suggestions for bringing 
them into the main current the liturgy 
emphasizing their exact relationship 
with the Mystery. 

excellent chapter “The Mystery 
and the World” points proper under- 
standing social reform, Catholic Action, 
and the liturgy. appendix offers 
interesting liturgical stu- 
dies through the centuries, and the au- 
thor’s comments the individual works 
indicate the importance each and its 
contribution the field 

Far from being only abstract the- 
ological historical treatise the lit- 
urgy, this book, the title indicates, 
concerned with liturgical piety the life 
every Christian. Although Liturgical 
Piety scholarly book, the importance 
the subject and the easy style make 
book for the general reader. 


Rev. Gerald Ecker, 


Symbols Christ. Damasus Winzen, 
New York: Kenedy, 1955. Pp. 104. 


vivid and detailed that they tend 
obscure realities, religious symbols 
their original simplicity retain their 
power revealing the great Reality. 
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However, for preservation from the cur- 
rent visual blur the symbol needs its 
champions, and one such Dom Da- 
masus Winzen, O.S.B., prior the Bene- 
dictine monastery Mount Saviour 
Elmira, New York, who presents 
straightforward and scholarly manner 
twenty symbols which represent “the 


fullness the salvation wrought 


Christ” (p. 14). 

his inspiring introductory chapter 
Symbols Christ, Dom Winzen states 
that from the beginning man was in- 
tended seek God’s Wisdom the es- 
sence created things and offer them 
Him praise and gratitude (pp. 11-12). 
After sin distorted man’s interpretation 
creation and set him odds with 
his Creator, God gave the sign the 
Messias, which was fulfilled the Word 
Incarnate, the Perfect Symbol. 

The texts introducing the chapters in- 
dicate that most the symbols run 
through both Testaments. Although the 
author gives numerous new slants, never- 
theless the basic explanations many 
the symbols (e.g. the Brazen Serpent 
and the Bread Life) are already 
iliar the average reader through 
mentary Bible study. The work gen- 
erally rich quotations from Scripture 
and from the Fathers well li- 
turgical and historical references. 
sions legend and myth run through 
many the chapters too (e.g., the Lamb 
God, the Grain Wheat, and the 
Fish). 

Dom Winzen notes the cosmic char- 
acter some the signs. The cross, 
for instance, not only awaited Christi- 
anity various Germanic and oriental 
civilizations, but also greeted the 
Spaniards they entered the Aztec 
temples Mexico. 

The staccato chapters this little 
book will but rarely set the reader’s 
spirit winging, yet they almost guarantee 
added appreciation God’s loving 
condescension revealing Himself sym- 
bolically the common things 
creation. 

Rev. Reinhold’s foreword serves 
well apology for symbolism, and 
William Cladek’s designs, masterful 
their simplicity, introduce each chapter 
appropriately. Librarians especially will 
welcome this second edition, combining 
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does the author’s two booklets into 
one substantial volume. 


Sister Mary Paul Ege, 


The the Earth. André Frossard. 
Translated Marjorie Villiers. New York: 
Kenedy Sons, 1954. Pp. 160. $2.95. 


Although the atmosphere our atomic 
age with its emphasis speed and tech- 
nical progress seems directly opposed 
the spirit contemplation and the de- 
velopment the spiritual life, monasti- 
cism experiencing revival comparable 
that the ages faith. vast 
majority people this phenomenon 
unintelligible, for, lacking understand- 
ing faith, they are unable under- 
stand those who would live faith. 
André Frossard has written his book 
about monks for these who know little 
about them. 

The author has chosen his subject 
the seven most representative orders 
religious men: Benedictines, Carmelites, 
Carthusians, Cistercians, Dominicans, 
Jesuits, and Franciscans. describes 
simply and humorously the history, the 
spirit, the work, and the way life 
that characteristic the various 
groups. Beginning with explanation 
the religious state and the position 
which religious orders hold the life 
the church, Mr. Frossard proceeds 
show how each religious order distinct 
and individual, each contributing accord- 
ing its purpose and spirit the de- 
velopment Christianity. The seven 
orders represented fall under three gen- 
eral classifications religious men; the 
Benedictines, Carthusians, and Cister- 
cians are monks, the Carmelites, Domin- 
icans, and Franciscans are friars, while 
the Jesuits are clerks-regular. 

The character and the spirit each 
order determined its rule, the 
spirit its founder, and the special 
purpose for which was founded. The 
works these orders are varied, ranging 
from the isolated and silent life com- 
templation led the Carthusians and 
Cistercians, the works teaching, 
preaching, publishing, and social welfare 
which bring these other religious men 
into the very center the world’s ac- 
tivities. The variety the dress, work, 
and daily life each these orders 


illustrated series amusing modern 
woodcuts. The one factor which forms 
bond unity among these religious 
their complete dedication the service 
God. 

André Frossard does not attempt 
write detailed history each order; 
does succeed showing that monks 
and friars belong much our twen- 
tieth century with its television and jet 
bombers the thirteenth century 
with its Gothic cathedrals. examin- 
ing the history monasticism, finds 
that the number men embracing the 
religious life does not vary greatly, “‘as 
though some mysterious decree the 
amount salt which the world needs 
had been fixed once and for (p. 13). 


Sister Benedict Foseph Gremillion, D.C. 


The Third Revolution: Study Psychiatry 
and Religion. Karl Stern. New York: 
Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1954. Pp. 
xii, 306. $4.00. 

One the annoying little frustrations 
that confronts the psychologist the 
impossible. People are always asking for 
recommendation satisfactory reading 
material what makes person “tick.” 
Those books which are worthwhile and 
accurate are too technical, and those 
that are readable are for the most part 
the free associations induced each 
author’s neurosis. Karl Stern’s The Third 
Revolution bit information that can 
recommended with fairly clear con- 
science. 

Dr. Stern perceives with unusual clar- 
ity the danger remaining indifferent to, 
entirely missing new movement 
which may bring about the loss the 
human soul. Approaching the problem 
from historical-philosophical point 
the nineteenth century came the Marxist 
and racist revolutions. Without our 
realizing it, are involved third 
revolution which calls the Comtean 
revolution. this revolution, faith and 
revelation, and might add, philosophy 
and all true science are supplanted 
psychology and sociology. 

developing his thesis, Dr. Stern 
manages integrate into meaningful 
whole large number theories man, 
attitudes, methods, and movements that 
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might first seem unrelated. deals 
forthrightly with many the utterances 
that pass science. answers, with- 
out giving the impression that 
the defensive, number charges 
brought against religion and the saints. 
The medical men are also ably defended 
against false charges. the same time, 
supplies the reader with richer and 
fuller understanding man person. 
Case histories, which are always fascinat- 
ing the layman, are presented illus- 
trate various points. References reflect- 
ing rich cultural background give life 
his simple, clear, precise prose. The 
development the book easy that 
the depth the ideas presented might 
missed the careless reader. 


the jacket the book the state- 
ment: brilliant exposition the cur- 
rent controversy, showing that the basic 
concepts psychoanalysis, once freed 
from materialist philosophy, are not 
only compatible with the Christian idea 
man but confirm it.” That the work 
brilliant exposition, yes. But that 
psychoanalysis confirms anything that 
this reviewer’s opinion, 
here lies danger. relatively easy, 
with bit imagination and creativity, 
use the psychoanalytic methodology 
making any series concepts appear 
compatible. Confirmation and compati- 
bility are two entirely different things. 
That Dr. Stern did what the blurb says 
did not clear the present reviewer 
all. seems have demonstrated 
the possible use intuitive, connatur- 
al, empathic knowledge man. But 
this needs objective confirmation. 

Dr. Stern rightly finds fault with 
abuse the scientific method, but his 
enthusiasm seems belittle the work 
the psychologist and fails make 
evident that matters the mind con- 
flicts, experience, training, and learning 
all which are basic psychopath- 
ology, belong not medicine, but 
psychology. accept psychoanalysis 
anything more than method 
tested scientific procedures ex- 
pose oneself danger grave any 
Comtean revolution. become 
trapped the very Comtean revolution 
itself. 

Dr. Stern has done service showing 


Page Seventy-six 


that the sciences alone are not enough 
solve the problems man. 


Rev. Dunstan Wack, 


God Mercy. Michael Sopocko, 
Translated from the Polish the Marian 
Fathers. St. Meinrad, Indiana: Grail Publica- 
tions, 1955. Pp. xv, 173. $3.00 cloth; $2.25 
paper. 

“God Love!” This accepted 
truth, oft-repeated phrase, consol- 
ing thought. “God Mercy!” less 
frequently encountered because Mercy 
much less appreciated attribute God. 
The expressions “merciful God,” “all- 
merciful Redeemer” are commonly used, 
yet they not seem have the same 
cogency “God Mercy.” book 
entitled God Mercy sets forth simple, 
convincing language, this comforting and, 
especially the present time, urgently 
needed truth. 

Private revelations concerning the 
Mercy God, vouchsafed Polish 
nun, Sister Faustina Kowalska, during 
the period 1930-1938, impelled Father 
Sopocko examine this doctrine the 
light the Church’s teaching. 

the second chapter, the author 
quotes: Love,” and immediately 
hastens explain that this Love, when 
directed toward human misery, Mercy; 
therefore, God Mercy. Having estab- 
lished this point, Father Sopocko devotes 
chapter each the invocations 
the Litany the Mercy God. This 
litany contains all the principal doctrines 
the Church and indicates how the 
Mercy God enters into each. 
pertinent texts from Sacred Scripture and 
relevant quotations from the Doctors 
the Church, the author parallels the 
different invocations with the specific 
doctrines and presents familiar situations 
further stress this relationship. 

Anyone who has thoughtfully read 
such monumental work the Mysteries 
Christianity Matthias Scheeben will 
little surprised find the Church’s 
doctrines not only essentially contained 
this comparatively small book, but 
also clearly and forcefully explained. 
perusal this book cannot fail touch 
the heart and awaken one greater 
consciousness the Mercy God. The 
reader himself will aroused great- 
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devotion and will feel compelled 
share this new grace with others. 

These instructions and meditations 
should, therefore, well suited become 
powerful instrument fulfilling the 
mission Our Lord intrusted Sister 
Faustina, namely, make known the 
great Mercy God and implore His 
graces for sinners, that they also may 
praise His Mercy. 

Sister Gonzaga Engelhart, 


Bloody Mary. Theodore Maynard. Mil- 
waukee: Bruce Publishing Co., 1955. Pp. viii, 
297. $4.95. 

There were, probably, only three out- 
standing happy events the life Mary 
Tudor, Queen England. 

The first was when she rode triumph- 
antly into London gay with banners and 
cheering crowds who acclaimed her 
their rightful Queen. The second occa- 
sion was when man named Wyatt 
(whose undercover scheme was undo 
the work restoring Catholicism 
England) led his rabble toward London. 
Mary spoke movingly and forcefully 
her subjects Guild Hall, and they 
greeted her with shouts loyalty. The 
third occasion was when she married 
Philip Spain. She rejoiced without 
her people this time. They were against 
the marriage. 

These are some the events that 
Maynard highlights his book ironically 
entitled Bloody Mary. One might think 
that enough has been written about this 
tragic English Queen, but Maynard’s 
careful and intensive research into the 
plots and counterplots her reign, and 
his attempt honest and impartial 
the presentation his material, make 
his book well worth reading. The excel- 
lent bibliography should make the book 
useful students this period 
history. 

Mary described naive woman, 
completely devoid personal ambition 
and vanity; woman honest and forth- 
right, stubborn, well-educated for her 
time, but not quick mentally 
Elizabeth (nor devious), not very 
attractive appearance, and, last and 
above all, deeply devout Catholic. 

soon she was her throne, the 
plotting against her grew intensity. 


“The papal restoration was 
says Maynard, “but good many 
without any wild enthusiasm” (p. 199). 
All kinds and degrees religion pre- 
vailed during Mary’s reign. doubt- 
ful the Queen was first aware 
the plottings her Council the 
lack unity among her people. 

The men closest her made expedi- 
ency their rule life: Charles whose 
self-interest helped ruin her; Philip 
interested only making Spain more 
powerful, and disliking England though 
sincere his wish restore Catholicism; 
Henry France who schemed and 
watched, ready join whichever group 
was inimical the English Queen; 
Cranmer and Cecil, the latter grooming 
himself duplicity for future sover- 
eign; Northumberland, the plotter who 
blundered; Gardiner and Henry VIII, 
“the charming, forceful and egotistical 
old King with his passing there 
opened era which would have 
been shocked see, but for which he, 
anybody else, had prepared” 
were the men Mary’s Council 
determined destroy her? They 
were against her Spanish marriage; also 
they did not want Catholic England. 
They feared they would have return 
the lands and treasures the religious 
houses (as Mary was interested doing) 
though Pope Paul had reassured them 
that restitution would not exacted. 
After almost twenty years would have 
been too difficult. 

Maynard not completely sympathet- 
Cardinal Pole, though thinks 
that, had lived ten years longer, 
might have been able establish his 
seminaries for the education the priest- 
hood England. “It should said,” 
Maynard tells us, “that there was prob- 
ably all Europe man better fitted 
for the task saw essential” 
(p. 203). 

Mary’s many mistakes, furthered un- 
doubtedly malicious advice, reached 
climax the Smithfield” (chap- 
ter Maynard makes strong and 
reasonable defense Mary, though 
does not condone her action. There 
were many burned who were not the 
canonical sense heretics (p. 229), and 
none the highborn powerful were 
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brought trial. something that 
Catholics gladly forget, but 
which they must never permit themselves 
(p. 234). 

The passing centuries have shown that 
the ghastly prefix Mary’s name could 
well have been applied her father and 
her half-sister. The good she attempt- 
more often acknowledged now, al- 
though when she died, must have 
appeared her did others, that 
“so far mortal eye could see, Mary 
had lived her life vain” (p. 289). 
Time, too, has made clear that prob- 
ably sovereign, unless his powers 
dissimulation matched those his ad- 
visors, would have ruled with any greater 
success than did Mary. 


Agnes Elizabeth Fay 


Disputed Questions Education. New York 
and Toronto: Doubleday and Inc., 
II, Pp. 30, 75c; III IV, Pp. 47, 


The Catholic Textbook Division 
Doubleday and Company has begun 
Disputed Questions Education. 
discussions, the publishers explain, 

will parallel their medieval predecessors 

two ways. Each publication will contain 
discussion living issue the field edu- 
cation contemporary Catholic writer. 
Moreover, keeping with the spirit med- 
ieval practice, each discussion the present 
collection intended critical analysis 
some important current problem and 
submit the findings the judgment other 
educators, 

date, four essays have been pub- 
lished: Catholic Education American 
Society, Anton Pegis; The Eminence 
Teaching, Etienne Gilson: III, The 
Role Science Catholic Education, also 
Professor Gilson; and The Teaching 
Science the Catholic Elementary 
School, Sister Maria Clare. The 
fourth publication here reviewed. 

Prominent educators today, realiz- 
ing the impact science the lives 
American children, have labored enthus- 
iastically for the inclusion science 
the curriculum elementary schools. 
This movement, although approved 
many far-thinking citizens, has met with 
lively criticism, activated sparks resis- 
tance the part conservatives— 


Page 


“Teach the three R’s.” encroach 
the field the high school?” “Why 
weaken the structure our elementary 
curriculum 

Such queries and remarks are answered 
with convincing retort The Teaching 
Science the Catholic Elementary 
School. Charged with the force scien- 
tific and religious truths, this essay con- 
firms the necessity teaching science 
for the purpose teaching other sub- 
jects better. 

Divided into four parts, the work deals 
with aims, organization, methods 
teaching and the correlation science 
with other subjects the curriculum. 

regard the aims, Sister Maria 
Clare explains that “The study science 
the quest the mind for the truth 
the physical universe” (p. 19). Elabor- 
ation this point indicates that such 
quest inborn evidenced the 
natural curiosity child which leads 
him early life explore his enviro- 
ment. Actions such patting downy 
quilt reaching grasp the colorful 
teddy bear imprinted the side the 
crib may interpreted the young 
child’s tendency make scientific classi- 
fications and investigations the things 
about -him. 

There nothing startlingly new about 
parts two and three methods 
teaching and organization. One quota- 
tion should suffice give the author’s 
viewpoint diametrically opposed 
ultra-modern progressives: 

Works science teaching sometimes assert 
that the teacher must leave the children en- 
tirely free decide what problems they wish 
investigate, and plan their own methods 
work, else the scientific attitude 
will not developed. This statement 
enormous exaggeration. The plan and se- 
quence observations leading conclusion 
must clear the teacher’s mind, and she 
must then guide the children the solution 


problem science she would any 
other subject (p. 40). 


particular interest the writer 
this review part four. Sister Maria 
Clare points out that quite apart from 
weakening the curriculum overload- 
ing, turn the consideration 
the correlation science with other 
intellectual disciplines, with religious and 
philosophical values, and with Christian 
Social Living, shall become more con- 
vinced the truth the statement that 
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science its most natural and mean- 
ingful setting when assumes its appro- 
riate place Christian 


Sister Maria Clare emphasizes the 
value correlation science with other 
subjects the curriculum: geography 
should greatly simplified and invigor- 
ated correlation with physical and 
social sciences; history colored the 
influence scientific discovery our 
culture; mathematics and science are 
naturally related since the approach 
many problems science statistical. 
Likewise, when the scientific method 
thinking evolves simultaneously with 
English, then reading comprehension, 
well written and oral communications, 
will more logically developed. Health 
and safety also become more meaningful 
for one “who understands his own phys- 
ical constitution and the nature the 
the world around him” 

47). 
Finally, the author focuses attention 
the fact that there conflict, but 
actually high degree positive cor- 
relation between science and religion. 
The findings science, though good 
themselves, are insufficient help man 
determine the goal his actions and 
show him where true happiness lies. The 
degree correlation effected must still 
depend upon “the teacher’s own correct 

With the author one would inclined 
agree that “If science incorporated 
into the school program the fullness 
its truth and beauty, both teachers 
and students, instead feeling the bur- 
den addition already crowded 
curriculum, will begin develop new 
understanding presuppositions even 
now underlying many subjects the 
curriculum” (p. 47). 


Sister Mary Austin Schirmer, 


Monastic Reform the Tent 
Eleanor Shi New York: 
Norton mpany, Inc., 1955, Pp. xi, 
249. $4.00. 


her latest study, Saint Dunstan 
Canterbury, Eleanor Shipley Duckett pre- 
sents another book which reveals her 
competence medieval scholar. 


endeavor picture the Church 
action amid the problems and distractions 
medieval England, and the revival 
monastic life the tenth century, the 
author weaves the intricate textures 
and moral unrest into complete 

ackdrop for the life and times Saint 
Dunstan. 

unfolding the extensive influence 
which the lack monastic discipline 
had upon the England this era, Dr. 
Duckett brings new light bear upon 
the tenth-century exponent church and 
statesmanship, Saint Dunstan Canter- 
bury. For the reader search lines 
developing the ascetic principles Bene- 
dictine life and their application the 
individual and even Saint Dunstan, 
there will disappointment. But the 
scholar interested the minute tracings 
relationships and the correlation 
times, peoples, and their influence upon 
each other and upon ensuing ages will 
find delight the book. The reader 
will also discover that detail has been 
omitted which will show how Saint Dun- 
stan was revered his countrymen, his 
fellow bishops, and the court. Many 
pages are devoted Dunstan worker 
for discipline Church and State and 
the gradual development partner- 
ship King and minister the govern- 
ing people, clergy, and monks. 

the first part this work, Dr. 
Duckett reviews the century invasion, 
ravage, and Viking conquest that 
lay behind Saint Dunstan and his work. 
This constant warring wrought havoc 
the monastic life his day. Because 
the raidings, the superabundance 
wealth, and the spread canonical life 
among secular clergy, the monasteries 
England longer preserved the Rule 
Benedictine monasticism. 

Keeping the decadent status monas- 
tic life England before her reader, the 
author delineates the personality and 
character development Saint Dunstan 
Canterbury. This accomplished 
through details his early life about the 
court, the maturing intellect and judge- 
ment that gained him the respect 
rulers and the isolation from his com- 
rades, through his once-and-again un- 
bearable sentence exile from the King, 
and his final decision embrace the 
Benedictine life for the purpose restor- 
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ing its rightful vigour. 

The reader watches man quick 
and intense mind find happiness soli- 
tude and hours with his books and 
pen, and then recalled from exile 
made Abbot Glastonbury. ruler 
that monastery, Saint Dunstan ed- 
ucated the young men who came him, 
all the while keeping touch with events 
court and fulfilling his former offices 
advising, restraining, and loving his 
youthful King. 

The author carefully portrays the re- 
spect which Saint Dunstan was held, 
his consequent elevation the highest 
seat England, the Archbishopric 
Canterbury, where wielded power 
the most influential adviser Church 
and State. 

Although the book primarily con- 
cerned with Saint Dunstan Canter- 
bury, also records the story two 
other bishops who stand out history 
his fellows initiative and achieve- 
ment: Aethelwold Winchester and 
Oswald Worcester. All three men 
contributed the reform and organiza- 
tion Benedictine life England. 

The monasteries Saint Dunstan and 
his colleagues sent forth men who were 
leaders the life the Church 
and the State England. the com- 
bined efforts these saintly English 
Benedictine bishops, Dunstan, Aethel- 
wold, and Oswald, Dr. Duckett attrib- 
utes the completion the 
Concordia. work brings into focus 
the heritage English Benedictine mon- 
asticism from the practices Benedict 
Anaine, from the Cluniac discipline, 
the Lotharingian practices, the Anti- 
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phonary Pope Gregory, and from the 
monastery Corbie from which monks 
had come drill Aethelwold’s choir 
Abingdon. 

The reader closes Saint Dunstan 
Canterbury with unmistaken ideas that 
the Saint devoted his energies leader- 
ship Church and State, welding 
their good relationship, and that “true 
his name, immovable stone, 
square and embedded its setting 
(p. directed the tide ecclesiastical 
and royal affairs the tenth-century 
England. 

mere casual reading the book 
may give the impression that Saint Dun- 
stan’s statesmanship developed 
bolder relief than his activities 
churchman and Benedictine 
particular. However, despite the fact 
that only the externals the Benedictine 
life are emphasized, must remem- 
bered that Dr. Duckett depicting 
era decadent monasticism wherein 
men’s minds were set survival rather 
than progress, spiritual otherwise. 

Dr. Duckett’s book makes pretense 
setting forth the heroism Saint 
Dunstan Canterbury save show, 
history demands, the frequent tribute 
intense awareness God, here and 
beyond. this acknowledgement, the 
author approaches nearest the essence 
his Benedictine sanctity. However, 
her scholarly pursuit historical 
truth, she presents impartial treat- 
ment this great leader and shows the 
errors many the notions previously 
associated with Saint Dunstan and his 
work behalf Church and State. 


Sister Mary Cyril Busenbarrick, O.S.B. 


the 
that 
der- 
true 
one, 
ting 
tical 
fact 
tine 
em- 
rein 
ther 
vise. 
ense 
aint 
and 
the 
ver, 
rical 
eat- 
the 
usly 
his 


= 


